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SESSION THREE 

CHURCH CULTURE 
 
 

Session Notes 
 
 
Review 
In the last week, you were responsible to: 
1. Read Acts 7-9 and answer two questions 

a. Who is God and what is he doing?  
b. Who are we and what are we called to do? 

2. Do one Lectio Divina on Acts 2:42-47.  
3. Watch the video Church Consumerism and respond to four questions. 
4. Complete the worksheet Jesus’ Last Words. 
5. Complete the worksheet Previous Church Culture. 
 
Church Consumerism Review 
The following questions can be discussed in a large or small group. Choose one-to-two questions 
to discuss with participants. 
1. What did you discover about consumerism and church culture? 
2. In what ways has consumerism affected your experience of following Jesus? Your experience 

of community? Your experience of witness? 
3. Is it possible consumerism influenced—or even defined—your previous church experience? If 

so, how? If you don’t think so, why not? 
4. Looking ahead, what do you think it might take to address and repent of any consumeristic 

tendencies that remain in you? Why do you think so?  
 
Previous Church Culture Review 
1. Please choose one church listed above in which you had a positive experience and describe, 

as best as you can, the church culture in the following three areas: decision-making, gospel-
centered, and conflict resolution. 

2. Please choose one church listed above in which you had a negative experience and describe, 
as best as you can, the church culture in the following three areas: spiritual 
authority/leadership, biblical speech, and obedience to God’s word. 

3. In as much detail as possible, describe the behaviors of those who exemplified the negative 
church culture you outlined above. 

4. Some elements of church culture are biblical. For instance, the Bible is clear about local 
congregations being led by elders; that God’s people are called to be a praying people; 
Christians are to refrain from the idolatries of surrounding culture. Some elements of church 
culture are preferential, based on style, personality, and generational and culture norms: 
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style of music, certain elements of decision-making, and leadership style. As it pertains to 
local congregations, do you know how to distinguish between biblical conviction and 
preference? If so, what ideas do you use to make these judgements? What happens when 
others disagree with you? If you don’t, what might it take to develop biblical convictions?  

 
Jesus’ Last Words Review 
The following questions can be discussed in a large or small group. Choose one-to-two questions 
to discuss with participants. 
1. Based on the summary points above, in what ways are your views of biblical church culture 

affirmed? In what ways are they challenged? 
2. What might need to happen in you so that you can integrate healthy church culture?  
3. How do you think you’ll respond when the culture of your life conflicts with biblical church 

culture? Please consider the examples you detailed in question four of the previous exercise. 
 
Follow Up Discussion Questions 
These questions will be discussed with the participant and Life Group leader (personal study) or 
with the entire group (small group or class study).  
1. In what ways has this lesson challenges your views of participation in a local church? 
2. What did you observe about your experience in previous churches?  
3. How do you respond to the fact that any unresolved, negative experiences from your 

previous churches will come up in Twenty Six Eight and you’ll need to face them again? 
 
Additional Resources 
1. The Divine Commodity by Skye Jethani. 


