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INTRODUCTION 
 
This handbook is designed to equip believers with the biblical perspectives, principles, and 
practices of unity. The subject of unity is expansive and can’t be expressed fully in this document. 
However, this booklet provides an overview of unity and the many topics connected to it. You 
can use this handbook in the following ways. 
§ Read through the entire handbook and with your family. Then, choose the topic that’s best 

suited to your situation. Study the topic and the associated scripture passages. 
§ Read through the entire handbook and study it from beginning to end. 
§ Use the handbook devotionally. Choose topics and scripture passages that are most 

pertinent to your formation challenges and then use methods like “Lectio Divina” to help you 
listen to the voice of Jesus. 

 

SERMONS ON UNITY 
Over the years, we’ve preached multiple sermons and sermons series on unity and related 
topics. If you go to our website (268church.org), you’ll find the following sermons and series.  
 
Sermon Series: Protect Your Call 
§ Cultivating an Unoffendable Spirit (Pastor Steve Meistrell) 
§ Responding to Spiritual Authority 
§ Talk Like Jesus 
§ Reconcile with Others 
§ Walk in Unity 
§ Receive Correction 
§ Stop Judging 
 
Sermon Series: Renewal & Repentance 
§ Cultivating Confession (Pastor Bryan Klein) 
§ Cultivating Repentance 
 
Sermon Series: Overcoming Accusation 
§ Introduction to Accusation 
§ Releasing Accusation Against God 
§ Accusation and Atonement 
§ The Spirit of Accusation, Part 1 
§ The Spirit of Accusation, Part 2 
§ Accusation & Spiritual Authority, Part 1 
§ Accusation & Spiritual Authority, Part 2 
§ Accusation & Peer Relationships, Part 1 
§ Accusation & Peer Relationships, Part 2 
§ Accusation & Those Behind Us, Part 1 
§ Accusation & Those Behind Us, Part 2  
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PERSPECTIVES ON UNITY 
 
One key to Christian unity is grasping and implementing biblical perspectives. How we see and 
interact with biblical unity is just as important as what we see. To that end, the following pages 
provide foundational perspectives of biblical unity.  
 

DELEGATED AUTHORITY AND UNITY 
§ God is the true king and possesses all authority (I Chronicles 29:11,12; Revelation 21-22).  
§ God delegates his authority to humans in different spheres and capacities (Matthew 16:17-

19; Romans 13:1-7; Ephesians 4:1-16; 6:1-3). 
§ God will hold people accountable for how they exercise spiritual authority (II Corinthians 

5:10; Hebrews 13:7).  
§ God expects us to honor the authority he’s established—and will hold us accountable for the 

way we respond to the authority he’s established (Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 17:8-13).  
 
§ Unity is the nature of God’s kingdom; division is the nature of the kingdom of darkness.  
§ Jesus died and rose to reconcile what the devil separated from God (II Corinthians 5:17-21). 
§ Satan obscures Jesus’ death and resurrection to keep humans divided from God and each 

other. 
§ God unifies his people under his reign to show the world he’s the true king (John 17:20-23). 
§ Satan divides God’s people to diminish their witness in culture and keep the lost from Jesus. 
§ Unity brings life; division brings death. 
 

THE GOSPEL & UNITY 
The basis of our unity is the death and resurrection of the Messiah (Galatians 3:28; Ephesians 
2:13,14). Through faith in Him, we receive his life and our names written in the Book of Life (II 
Corinthians 5:18-21; Philippians 4:2,3). When we receive the Messiah’s life, then, we are 
connected to Him as the life-giving source. This being the case, unity exists where believers 
experience his life and they humble themselves enough to believe others are partakers of his life 
as much as we are. For unity to exist, the death and resurrection of Jesus must be a living reality 
to us and, at the same time, we must surrender to the fact that it is a living reality in others.  
 
In Psalm 133, David describes unity among God’s people as good and pleasant, like the anointing 
of the High Priest. The picture is this: like the beauty of God’s Spirit anointing the High Priest so 
he could serve as the people’s representative enter God’s presence, so unity among God’s 
people is to be cherished and treasured. Why? Psalm 133:3 says Yahweh commands the blessing 
of abundant, eternal life where unity exists among his people. We taste the blessing of eternity 
where unity thrives. This means that, when we experience supernatural oneness with God’s 
people, we enter the realm of eternity. We know eternity now on earth when we trust God to 
knit our hearts with one another and unite us in his purposes. 
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§ Unity means everything in creation is reconciled to God and, as a result, freely expresses life 
to everything else (Colossians 1:20). 

§ The basis of our reconciliation to God and unity with one another is the death and 
resurrection of Jesus (Galatians 3:28; Ephesians 2:11-22). 

§ Jesus united Jew and non-Jew to demonstrate his resurrection power and prove he’s able to 
reconcile all nations to God and each other (Ephesians 2:13,14). 

§ When we trust in Jesus as the Messiah, we’re connected to his as the life-giving, life-
sustaining source, from whom all believers together draw life (I Corinthians 12:12-13). 

§ Unity rests on our commitment to give Jesus’ life to others (Philippians 2:1-11).  
o Division is the proud conclusion others don’t deserve life from us and we don’t want 

life from them; so, we separate from them in real and practical ways. 
o Division is the fruit of giving our allegiance and affections to a lie. And lies always 

demand we cut off anyone or anything that walks in truth. 
§ Because we’re called to live cruciform lives—offering our daily living in sacrificial, embodied 

love—we accept the fact that unity will cost our lives.  
§ Jesus’ beauty is revealed in our quest for unity because it’s just as impossible to reconcile 

people to one another as it is to reconcile people to God. 
o Sin separates us from God; and separates us from one another. 
o Jesus’ death paid for sin; so, it pays for the sin that separates us from each other.  
o As his resurrection reconciles us to God, his life reconciles us to others. 
o Death cannot exist in heaven’s unity because it’s source is resurrection life.  

 

UNITY AND ETERNAL LIFE: PSALM 133 
 
It is good and pleasant when the body dwells together in unity. 
§ Unity is good, pleasant, delightful, glad. 
§ Unity is pleasant, lovely, sweet, agreeable, charm.  
§ When brothers dwell together, it means they live in tangible and physical proximity, like the 

proximity of family life under one roof. We don’t experience unity until we live close enough 
to know, love, and offend one another.  

§ To be unified is to have the same mind and heart (Philippians 2:1-4).  
 
§ Psalms 133 says unity is good and pleasant. It doesn’t say unity is easy or simple. Unity is 

always difficult because humans are involved.  
 
§ Don’t listen to professing Christians who don't live out and love unity, who disparage the 

church and God’s people. Listen to those who live unity in daily life.  
 
Unity is like the anointing of the High Priest. 
§ Unity like the anointing of the high priest, Aaron. How so? 

o The High Priest facilitated reconciliation between God and Israel through sacrifices. 
o The High Priest facilitated God’s presence dwelling in Israel’s midst. 
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o The High Priest ministered in the worship structure (Tent of Meeting/Tabernacle) that 
united heaven and earth. 

 
§ Unity, then, points to God’s work to restore his presence to humans through Jesus’ death 

and resurrection. It flows from it and rests on it.  
o Through Jesus’ death, unity reconciles what is separated—we’ve been brought near 

(Ephesians 2:14-16).  
o Unity is the pathway to God’s presence, where we’re reminded of our acceptance in 

the Messiah, our identity in him, and our call to witness of his resurrection.  
o Unity is the promise heaven and earth are reconciled in God’s people: image, call.  

 
§ Comparing unity with the High Priest’s ministry destroys any attempts to secure unity 

through human strength or achieve. It’s a supernatural phenomenon that results exclusively 
from God’s gracious restoration in Jesus.  

 
Unity is like the dew on Mount Hermon. 
§ Unity is like the dew on Mt. Hermon. How so? 

o The blessing of dew on Mt. Hermon (northern part of Israel) falls on the mountains of 
Zion (southern part of Israel).  

o Dew (water) is a natural phenomenon, a sustaining provision for humanity. 
o The blessing of abundant water (Mt. Hermon) spills over into all of Israel by God’s 

gracious provision. The blessing of one is known throughout the nation.  
 
§ Unity, then, points to God’s work of supernatural provision.  

o In unity, Jesus’ blessing of life is shared with one to another. 
o In unity, Jesus’ blessing seen in individual parts of the body is characteristic of all.  
o In unity, we receive Jesus’ daily provision of life.  

 
In unity, God commands the blessing.  
§ When God commands the blessing, he causes life to overtake death through sheer force of 

will and word, power and authority.  
§ The concept of “command” is that of a superior to a subordinate: creation is subordinate to 

God and blessing is his servant.  
§ Just as God commanded the worlds into creation, he commands blessing on his people when 

they walk in unity. 
§ Jesus hates those who sow division among his people (Proverbs 6:14-19). Why? Division is 

the state in which death thrives—and he wants life for us.  
 
The blessing God commands is eternal life. 
§ In the age to come, all creation will be perfectly restored to God’s presence. 
§ When we walk in unity, God commands the life of the age to come to overtake us so we taste 

the age to come now. In unity we taste now what eternity is like later. Heaven is the source 
of unity but unity here and now perpetuates heaven’s increase among us.  
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§ Satan destroys unity to keep us from hungering for eternal life.  
§ To think unity is not only possible but can be realized in this age means our faith in the age to 

come increases. If we think unity is impossible and aren’t committed to it, faith dies.  
 

ADDITIONAL PASSAGES ON UNITY 
Listed below are numerous biblical passages that speak to unity and leadership.  
§ Exodus 18: Moses appoints multiply spheres of leadership in Israel. 
§ Numbers 12: Aaron and Miriam oppose Moses. 
§ Numbers 13-14: Israel refuses to enter the Promised Land due to ten spies’ bad report. 
§ Numbers 16: Korah and other leaders reject Moses and Aaron’s leadership and are judged.  
§ Leviticus 19: Various instructions regarding covenant relationship in Israel.  
§ Deuteronomy 17:8-12: God’s instruction to Israel regarding their response to Israel’s judges. 
§ Deuteronomy 31: Joshua appointed to lead Israel in Moses’ place. 
§ I & II Samuel: The drama of these books focus on the unification of Israel under King David 

and are worth reading to see the dynamics of unity. 
§ I & II Kings: The drama of these books focus on the growing division of Israel after Solomon’s 

death and the ensuing capacity of God’s people. 
§ Nehemiah: The entire book of Nehemiah focuses on leadership and unity.  
§ Acts 15:1-33: The apostolic council that decided to include non-Jewish people in the body of 

Messiah apart from Jewish conversion. A poignant study on leadership and unity.  
§ Acts 15:36-41: The tragic division of the Apostles Paul and Barnabas. 
§ Romans 12:1-8: Cruciform character (12:1-2), unity (12:3-5), calling (12:6-8).  
§ Romans 13:1-7: Submission to civic and earthly authority (see also I Peter 2:13-25).  
§ I Corinthians: A study in a divided church, what it takes to unify it, and the role of elders to 

shepherd God’s people into tangible unity. 
§ II Corinthians: A study in the relationship, responsibility, and authority of elders to shepherd 

and protect God’s people from the pain of division, false teachings, and false teachers.  
§ Ephesians: A study in how Jesus’ death and resurrection unites all people (Jew and non-Jew, 

male and female, rich or poor, slave or free). The first half speaks to Jesus’ work to unify his 
body into his Temple on the earth; the second half speaks to the practical outworking of 
unity and defines the role of elders (apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, teachers) to 
embody the resurrection victory of Jesus in their leadership and through this to equip God’s 
people for the work of ministry. 

§ Philippians: A case study in how cruciform living and bold leadership is the necessary 
requisite to a unified body.  

§ I Timothy 1: How leaders must deal with false teachers/leaders.  
§ I Timothy 3/Titus 1: Qualifications of elders. 
§ James: A study in the practical aspects of socio-economic and practical unity in the church.  
§ I Peter 2:1-12: Peter discusses the unique identity and calling of God’s people.  
§ I John: How Jesus’ death and resurrection is the measure of genuine love and how his love 

gives authority to his people to discern false teaching.  
§ Jude: A discussion of the impact of false teachers and what to do with them.  
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§ Revelation 2-3: A prophetic admonition to seven local congregations to remain faithful to 
Jesus. It also calls spiritual leadership to address the varying issues of false teaching, idolatry, 
immorality, persecution, among other things. 

§ Revelation 21-22: A picture of the final restoration of all things in unity with the Father.  
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UNITY & ELDERS 
 
Introduction 
In local congregations, God has appointed elders to lead and serve his people as under-
shepherds. Congregations understand and apply the Bible’s teaching on elders differently. 
However, the scripture makes clear is that local churches are entrusted to the care, service, and 
leadership of godly leaders. Knowing what elders are called to do is vital to the health and unity 
of local congregations.  
 
Elders Lead Local Congregations 
§ Elders establish the identity (who a congregation is) of a local congregation within the 

confines of God’s Word (Matthew 16:17-19; Acts 15). 
§ Elders define the vision (what it’s called to do) of a local congregation. 
§ Elders live and articulate the principles upon which relationships and ministry are 

conducted—often called a philosophy of ministry or values (I & II Timothy, Titus).  
§ Elders ensure the vision is fulfilled through leadership and body ministry (Ephesians 4:11-16).  
§ Elders train and raise up new leaders (Acts 16:1-5; II Timothy 2:2). 
 
Elders Shepherd Local Congregations 
§ Elders care for the spiritual, relational, and ministry needs of a local congregation. This care 

touches on all aspects of people’s lives because the formation of the Holy Spirit touches on 
all aspects of people’s lives (Isaiah 40:11; Ezekiel 34; John 21:15-17). 

§ Elders strengthen the weak, immature, and sick through patient love, instruction, hope, 
prayer, and friendship (I Thessalonians 5:14). 

§ Elders keep watch over the souls of those they serve (Hebrews 13:17). 
§ Elders live as a godly example in personal and family life (I Peter 5:1-4). 
 
Elders Protect Local Congregations 
§ Elders guard the congregation from internal conflicts, offenses, division, and sin, even 

bringing correction and discipline when necessary (I Corinthians 1:10-17; 5:1-13; 11:17-34). 
§ Elders guard the congregation from harmful teaching and teachers (Acts 15; 20:28-31; 

Ephesians 4:13-16; II Timothy 4:3-5; Jude 1:1-23). 
§ Elders guard the congregation from ungodly, divisive people (Titus 3:10,11; III John 1:9,10). 
 
Elders Teach Local Congregations 
§ Elders, model, articulate, and teach the theological convictions of a congregation. 
§ Elders bring stability and maturity through a godly lifestyle and the impartation of the Word 

of God (I Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:9).  
§ Elders train disciples in God’s processes of formation to fulfill their calling in life and ministry 

(Ephesians 4:1-12; Hebrews 13:7,17,18). 
 
Elders Serve Local Congregation 
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§ Elders serve by investing in prayer and the ministry of the Word (Acts 6:1-7).  
§ Elders serve by equipping the body to build itself up in love (Ephesians 4:11-16).  
§ Elders are available to do whatever needs to be done within the scope of their calling to help 

and bless God’s people (Matthew 20:20-28; Exodus 18:1-27; Acts 6:1-7).  
 
Elders Govern Local Congregations 
§ Elders guide the body into a way of life that’s most conducive to fulfilling God’s purposes (I 

Timothy 3:4,5; Hebrews 13:7,17; I Peter 5:1-4). 
§ Elders direct the development of spiritual, relational, and ministry components necessary to 

fulfill God’s purposes (Acts 13:1-3; Ephesians 4:11-16). 
§ Elders preside over discipline issues that arise in a congregation (I Corinthians 5:1-10).  
§ Elders oversee the financial and physical resources of a local congregation (Acts 4:32-37; I 

Corinthians 16:1-4; II Corinthians 8:1-9:15).  
 
Elders Give Account for their Service in Local Congregations 
§ Elders give account for their life, family, and leadership to those in authority over them and, 

in the resurrection, to Jesus (Galatians 2:11-21; I Timothy 5:17-20; Hebrews 13:17).  
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UNITY & TRIALS 
 
Often, trials take the form of interpersonal conflict and pain. However, if we can grasp God’s 
view of trials, we can reinterpret what’s happening and cooperate with God’s work in us.  
 
Key Perspectives About Trials 
§ God tests us with trials to know whether we will obey Him (Deuteronomy 8:2,3). 
§ God tests us to develop his character in us, and to give us hope (Romans 5:3-5; James 1:2-8). 
§ Trials are opportunity to glorify and obey God for his faithfulness (I Corinthians 10:13). 
§ Trials are an opportunity to love and serve others as Christ loves and serves us (Psalm 

103:9,10; Matthew 5:43-48; Luke 6:35,36; Romans 12:19-21). 
§ The fruit we bear in trials is an indication of how much we love and obey God (John 15:8). 
§ Trials are an opportunity to demonstrate good stewardship by faithfully using every resource 

within our grasp to accomplish God’s purpose (Matthew 25:14-30; John 12:24-26). 
 
Key Perspectives about God’s Sovereignty 
§ God is using this trial for the good of each person, family, and our church (Romans 8:28). 
§ God is in control of this situation, and knew we would be here before we did (Deuteronomy 

4:39; Isaiah 45:5-7; I Chronicles 29:10-12). 
§ God has a purpose for each of us in every trial so we can trust him in trials (Proverbs 3:5-7). 
§ God is faithful to us even when we are unfaithful to Him (II Timothy 2:13). 
 
Key Perspectives about our Response in Trials 
§ We need to recognize the source of our situation (James 4:1-3).  
§ Offenses are evidence we are walking in the flesh (Galatians 5:17-23; James 3:13-16). 
§ God’s grace is our salvation (James 4:6). Grace is available only when we are humble. 
§ The solution to our situation is repentance (James 4:7). 
§ God moves in us when we seek him and humble ourselves before him (II Chronicles 7:14). 
§ We are called to examine our ways and turn back to the Lord (Lamentations 3:40-42). 
§ We are called to face our own sin before we help others with their sin. When we do help 

restore others, we must do so in humility and gentleness (Matthew 7:1-5; Galatians 6:1,2). 
 
Key Perspectives About Self-Examination 
§ What does the Word say about unity in the body of Christ and what is our personal 

responsibility in establishing unity (Ephesians 4:1-16; James 4:1-10)? 
§ What does the Word say about love, service, and giving honor to one another in our 

relationships and what would God have us to toward one another practically (Romans 12:9-
21; I Corinthians 13:4-8; Galatians 5:13-15; Philippians 2:1-4)? 

§ What is God’s ultimate desire in this trial? How will this impact our relationships and church? 
§ How will God’s grace and faith in him lead us to forgive and reconcile (Proverbs 3:5-7)? 
§ How do I view this trial? Justice for perceived or real offenses, or to lay down my rights to 

serve the best interest of others and the Kingdom of God (I Corinthians 10:31-11:1)?  
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UNDERSTANDING OFFENSE 
 
What is Offense? 
One of the great challenges of following Jesus is the call to walk with an unoffendable heart. To 
guard our hearts from the creeping toxicity of offense, we need to understand what the Bible 
says about the subject. The biblical concept of offense is “a stumbling block”, something we trip 
or fall over (Psalm 119:165; Matthew 18:1-6). When we’re offended, we stumble and fall.  
 
Many factors are involved when we’re offended but the result is this: we wrongly think we can 
stop trusting Jesus and, as a result, disobey his word without consequence because of what’s 
been done to us (or what we perceive has been done to us). There are multiple reasons we 
maintain an offended heart, which include the following. 
§ We think God has not fulfilled our needs or desires, especially in others (Hebrews 3:12-19). 
§ We demand God does something different than what we think he’s doing (Matthew 13:21, 

53-57). 
§ We view the sin and failure of others through human eyes, rather than the eyes of God’s 

eternal purposes (Matthew 11:1-6). 
§ Our lives intersect with people that expose our immaturity, weakness, or sin (Matthew 5:43-

48). Sometimes, it’s through their immaturity, weakness, or sin; sometimes, it’s through their 
maturity, strength, and righteousness.  

§ Others tell us truths we don’t want to hear, which is one way God exposes and uproots our 
pride, doubt, and disobedience (Matthew 15:1-13). 

§ We think we deserve more blessing than we’ve received or think those who have offended 
us deserve more judgment than we think they have received (Romans 2:1-11). 

 
Offended people question God’s promises and then justify their disobedience. What does this 
justification look like? Some of the evidences of an offended heart include the following.  
§ We refuse to forgive someone who has sinned against or failed us—or we think has sinned 

against or failed us (Luke 17:1-10). 
§ We blame our disobedience on others, and even blame God for what we perceive is his 

unfairness (Matthew 25:24,25; Luke 14:18-20). 
§ We refuse to love and serve others because we think those who sinned against us do not 

deserve it (Romans 2:1-11; 12:19-21). 
§ We withhold privilege or blessing that Jesus commands us to give (Matthew 5:43-48). 
§ We won’t engage the process of restoration with someone who sinned against us even 

though they have sought forgiveness and reconciliation. 
§ Others’ offenses consume our thoughts and leak out of our mouths in gossip, slander, 

sarcasm, negative joking, etc. (violating Ephesians 4:31,32 and Philippians 4:8,9). 
§ We refuse to speak about the person who offended us and avoid places or situations where 

the person who offended us will be. 
§ We refuse to trust or offer goodwill to the person who offended us despite their clear 

repentance (violating I Corinthians 13:7). 
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§ We experience joy because a person who offended us endured pain (Proverbs 24:17,18). 
§ We think others’ sin against us are greater than our sin against them or God, failing to realize 

the sin of unforgiveness severs us from the grace of God’s forgiveness (Matthew 18:21-35).  
 
Two Key Perspectives Regarding Offenses 
In God’s Word, offense and forgiveness are crucial issues for two reasons.  
 
First, if we refuse to forgive others for their real or perceived sins, we are in sin, showing 
ingratitude for our own forgiveness and rejecting God’s forgiveness (Matthew 6:14,15; Mark 
11:24,25). A bitter spirit opens us to continued spiritual decline because it severs God’s grace, 
and can defile others and us (Hebrews 12:15). Rather than seeing God’s hand in our offenses, we 
mistrust his protection and provision and our offenses grow into bitterness (Psalm 119:71,75). If 
we harbor offenses in our hearts, internal deception and demonic influence begin to rule us and 
destroys our relationships with others (James 3:13-18). If we maintain an offended spirit, we 
need to understand that we’ll never be satisfied by any measure of repentance from an offender 
and we’ve wrongly assumed we have authority to judge others (Romans 12:19-21). 
 
Second, offense and forgiveness are crucial because Jesus presents them as daily realities 
(Matthew 18:21,22; Luke 17:3,4). When Peter approached Jesus about forgiveness, Jesus’ 
answer was astounding: we are to forgive infinitely every day. This helps us to understand we 
will face the pain of others’ sin, failure, and rejection daily, and if we do not consistently access 
God’s grace, a bitter, offended spirit will overwhelm us.  
 
An Unoffendable Spirit 
God calls us to grow to the place in which we have an unoffendable heart. In our relationship 
with God, an unoffendable heart is the character of Jesus formed in us so we naturally and 
automatically see and respond to everything with the conviction God has either caused or 
allowed it for his glory and our good (Romans 8:28-39). In our relationship with others, an 
unoffendable heart is the character of Jesus formed in us so we naturally and automatically see 
and respond to relationships recognizing it is an opportunity to grow to be more like Jesus and to 
extend his love to others regardless of their response to us (Psalm 119:165; Matthew 18:21-35). 
To grow into the kind of person who has an unoffendable heart, we must: 
§ Learn to walk in humility so we trust God’s love and wisdom as a child trusts his parents 

(Matthew 18:1-6). Humility is largely defined by our love and response to those who are 
most vulnerable and easily offended. If we learn to walk toward the weak without causing 
them to stumble, then we’re learning to live with an unoffendable heart (Matthew 18:6). 

§ Recognize we will never be beyond the possibility of offense, no matter how much growth 
and maturity we experience in our relationship with Jesus (Luke 17:1-4).  

§ Be willing to respond rightly to the immaturity and sin of others knowing they may never 
respond rightly to us or repent of their sin—and do so in numerous, frequent circumstances. 

§ Be willing to extend love and trust to others, knowing they will fail and sin against us—and do 
so in numerous and frequent circumstances (John 15:9-12; I John 2:10). 
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UNDERSTANDING JUDGMENT 
 
Introduction 
In Matthew 7:1-5, Jesus says “don’t judge”. However, he also says, “judge righteous judgment” 
(John 7:24). In our culture, judgement is equated with racial hatred or religious rejection. 
However, there are two sides of the word “judgment” in the Bible. On the one side, judgment is 
concern with decision-making and discernment. On the other hand, judgment is concerned with 
accusation, condemnation, and casting others out. So, in one sense, judgment can be both right 
and wrong, life-giving or condemning.  
 
It’s not whether we judge, or think judgment is necessary, but when, how, where, with whom? 
IN the positive sense, judgment has three expression. 
§ Moral Judgment: We determine what is right and wrong, good and bad, holy and profane. 
§ Wise Judgment: What is best, most rewarding, and fruitful.  
§ Preferential Judgment: We all have different ideas about what we like and dislike. 
 
In Matthew 7:1-5 (and Luke 6:37-42), Jesus forbids the judgement of condemnation. And he 
forbids decision-making and discerning that isn’t given to us.  
 
We’re to use our discernment so we can be reformed into Jesus’ image. 
Matthew 7:1-5 is ultimately about self-awareness and self-judgment. We err when we focus our 
power of discernment toward others to avoid our own sin (7:3). 
 
Jesus’ metaphor is telling: we have a log and others have a splinter. Due to pride and arrogance, 
we think others have logs and we have splinters. When we condemn and cast out others, we’re 
always guilty of far more than we think they’re guilty of (Matthew 7:3). Judgment means we’ll 
fall into a pit and bring others with us (Luke 6;39,40).  
 
We can’t help others with their sin if we resist or ignore our own formation (Matthew 7:4). While 
we may not do “that” thing, we’re guilty of the spirit of “that” thing. The fact is that we give 
others a drink from the well of our own heart (Luke 6:43-45). If it’s filled with condemnation and 
accusation, it will be a bitter drink. Our responsibility is to pursue obedience so we don’t give to 
others what will result in our own judgment. God calls us to prioritize personal obedience over 
ministry to others’ disobedience. 
 
But Jesus promises us that if we exercise discernment toward self-awareness and self-judgment, 
we develop the capacity to help others do the same (Matthew 7:5). 
 
Here are some helpful questions to consider as you think about judgment.  
§ Do others’ actions irritate you and you find yourself saying, “I’m glad I don't do that?” 
§ Do you keep your commitments only when others’ keep their commitments? 
§ Do we find significance or even joy in others’ failure just so we can correct them? 
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§ Do we find we’re detached from others’ pain because we think its self-inflicted? 
 
We must use discernment to cultivate generosity. 
Luke 6:37-38 is ultimately about generosity. In this passage, judgement, in the sense of 
condemnation and accusation, is the refusal to give and forgive (Luke 6:37,38). Judgement, 
condemnation, and unforgiveness flow from the same well: a miserly spirit. When our heart is 
filled with condemnation, we needlessly withhold from others when doing is isn’t warranted. 
 
When we cultivate a generous discernment, only then can we give generously (Luke 6:37,38). A 
generous god, our Father finds pleasure in giving us his kingdom (Luke 12:32). Even more, Jesus 
says the Father is generous and, when we ask, we will receive (Luke 11:9-13). Cultivating 
generous discernment means we can cooperate with Jesus’ generous spirit toward others. When 
we operate in the flesh, we judge others by their actions but judge ourselves by our motives. But 
when we walk in the Spirit, we judge others by their good intentions and our self by our actions. 
 
Here are some helpful questions to consider as you think about generosity.  
§ Do you deliver your concerns or offenses through cynical or sarcastic comments? 
§ Do you find that you invite people into your home based on your comfort level? 
§ Do you build friendships with those most easy for you to get along with? 
§ Do you think others’ brokenness and bondage is cause for humor? 
 
Use discernment to give life to others. 
In the book of James, we’re told our words can give life to others (James 4:11,12). To speak evil 
of another is equated with condemning and accusing others. James says that when we condemn 
and accuse, we speak evil of the law and judge the law. What’s James saying? The law reveals 
God’s restoration and blessing to those who don’t deserve it. To speak evil of the law is to tell 
God his promise restoration is misguided. In condemnation and accusation, we assume power to 
save and destroy we don’t have. These sins usurp God’s place as the Judge. When we judge, we 
tell God he’s insufficient for the job. Condemnation presumes we can decide the eternal future 
of others and then enact that future now through subtle or not-so-subtle forms of separation.  
 
If we cultivate Spirit-led discernment, we give life to those who don’t deserve it. If we submit to 
God’s acceptance, we give life to those who most need it. With whom did Jesus spend time? For 
whom did Jesus give his life? Do we want to give life to others despite their weakness and sin? 
 
Here are some helpful questions to consider as you think about discernment.  
§ Do you presume to have influence if we’ve not been given authority, even if only to our self? 
§ Do you have private family conversations where you agree with each other about a person’s 

weakness, failure, or sin under the guise of “understanding” them?  
§ Do you keep your distance from others emotionally or relationally because you might be 

identified with someone you find objectionable? 
§ Do you listen to and tolerate those who curse and destroy others with their words? 
§ Do you criticize privately what you publically laud—and have a posse with whom you do this?  
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RECONCILIATION 
 

THE GOSPEL AND RECONCILIATION 
 
Reconciliation is the heart of the gospel. 
The Father lives the drama of the prodigal son with every human he’s ever created. 
Reconciliation is his remedy. A keynote of the gospel, reconciliation brings together what is 
separated but should rightly be together (II Corinthians 5:18,19). It destroys the source of 
separation and removes the conditions that perpetuate division.  
 
The Father reconciled the world by adequately dealing with sin in Jesus (5:18,19). Reconciliation 
truthfully acknowledges our condition—we are separated—and it offers mercy, what we can’t 
earn and don’t deserve. 
 
We’re called to the ministry of reconciliation. 
Jesus’ death and resurrection was the necessary sacrifice to reconcile the world to the Father (II 
Corinthians 5:19). What God has done in Jesus for us, he commissions us to do with and for 
others (II Corinthians 5:19). In II Corinthians 5:14-21, Paul uses God’s work to reconcile the world 
through Jesus to commission us to minister reconciliation. United with Jesus, we engage the 
work of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Though Jesus’ death and resurrection is a past event, God 
reconciling work in the world is an ongoing work of the Spirit. Reconciliation is an accomplished 
fact but it’s actualized in our lives daily (Romans 5:8-10).  
 
The ministry of reconciliation is the conduit of God’s mercy to humanity: we receive what we 
can’t merit or earn. When we partner with God and engage the path of unity, we extend his life 
to others. So, interpersonal reconciliation is one way we declare the gospel to others. Laboring 
together as Jesus’ body, we preserve and foster the testimony of the gospel as we reconcile. 
 
Perspectives on Unity and Reconciliation 
Jesus’ body is not a place of perfection. There will be interpersonal problems (Luke 17:1-4). 
Jesus’ beauty among us is revealed not because interpersonal problems do not exist but because 
of the way we deal with them. How we treat each other in the face of conflict, offenses, and sin 
is opportunity for the world and us to see God’s love actively and humbly displayed (James 3:14-
4:12). What the world desires to experience in their relationships but can never achieve can be 
seen in us. Unity and reconciliation is an amazing demonstration of Jesus’ power in his people.  
 
When we walk in the spirit of reconciliation, we reveal that the miracle of Christ’s death and 
resurrection is not only real but is actively at work among us (I John 3:1-10). It is just as 
impossible to reconcile people to one another as it is to reconcile people to God. His love alone 
makes us his children and transforms us into his image (I John 3:1,2). And, it was his love that 
sent Jesus to die to forgive our sin and make us righteous, so that those born of God learn to 
express his life through their obedience and holiness (I John 3:4-9). John’s conclusion in this text, 
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though, is astounding. He goes on to say we can know whether Jesus’ life is real in us based on 
our lifestyle and the way we love one another (I John 3:9,10). When we love others and are 
reconciled to them, it proves we are reconciled to God. And, since reconciliation is a 
supernatural experience, certainly reconciliation with one another finds it source in Him. The 
reconciliation we experience with the Messiah, if it is authentic, is always actualized in human 
relationships and flows through us to one another (Matthew 18:21-35). Just as sin separates us 
from God, it separates us from others. Just as Jesus’ death pays for sin, it pays for the sin 
separating us from others. And, just as his resurrection reconciles us to God, his life reconciles us 
to others (II Corinthians 5:18-21). Unity is a supernatural experience; it cannot be accomplished 
from mere human effort or intention (Ephesians 4:1-6). 
 
The basis of all reconciliation is mercy and truth. Mercy is the necessary for reconciliation 
because all separation, division, and discord among God’s people, is the result of sin and death. 
For sin and death to be destroyed, the blood of the Messiah must be appropriated and it is 
through his death and resurrection that life can find its way into the brokenness of human 
relationships. However, the Father’s willingness to give his Son in sacrifice was the greatest act of 
mercy, for in it, he gave us what we desperately need but could never acquire on our own merit 
or effort. Mercy secured our life. Therefore, reconciliation between God’s people rests on the 
same foundation as reconciliation to Him: mercy. In reconciliation, we offer to others what they 
cannot merit or earn and they do the same—and we do this on the reality of what Jesus’ has 
already accomplished for us (Ephesians 4:31,32; Colossians 3:12,13). As he gave us life through 
mercy, so we can offer the same life and mercy to those who do not deserve it. And we, in turn, 
receive his life through the mercy of others.  
 
Truth is necessary for reconciliation because it is the basis upon which we acknowledge the 
reality of what separates us from others. Until we acknowledge the sin, weakness, immaturity, 
and failure that separates us from others, we cannot bring it to Jesus for his cleansing and 
forgiveness. If we do not rely on truth for our reconciliation, we will not appropriate God’s 
promises Word in our quest for unity but rather will trust in the instable and changing 
perspectives of our fallen humanity. When truth is the basis of our reconciliation, we know it the 
reconciliation with be consistent with God’s nature and purposes for others and us (Psalm 15:2; 
Proverbs 12:22; Ephesians 4:25). 
 
The Purpose of Reconciliation 
There are specific purposes for reconciliation. Some of them are:  
§ Revelation: When we experience offense and separation from others, God is revealing what 

is in our hearts (Matthew 12:34,35; 15:1-20). By his grace and mercy, he is showing us who 
we are, who others are, and most importantly, who he is. The immaturity, weakness, and sin 
residing in our heart and character comes to the surface so we can turn from it in humility 
and repentance (Psalm 119:105, 130).  

§ Love: The reconciliation process is designed by God to help us see how we need to learn to 
love others as he loves them (I John 4:9-11). 

§ Personal Formation: For reconciliation to happen, we must embrace the reality that we need 
to be transformed into Christ’s image; that our immaturity is being deepen; that our 
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weakness is being changed; and that our sin is being confronted (Matthew 7:1-5). 
Immaturity, weakness, and sin leads us to the place where we are separated from another 
believer, which means transformation into a different type of person is the only way we can 
experience reconciliation. When the offense took place, we were the kind of person capable 
of causing offense and division with others. Through reconciliation, God wants to make us 
the kind of person incapable of causing offense and division with others (I John 2:10; 3:14). In 
fact, Jesus says we are to be so committed to becoming people who do not cause others to 
stumble he uses the strongest Hebrew symbolism to communicate his point—cut off our 
hand and pluck out our eye (Matthew 18:7-9).   

§ Others’ Formation: In reconciliation, others’ immaturity, weakness, and sin is very often 
revealed to us so we can become an agent of support, encouragement, and love. When their 
sin and failure is revealed, we are often asked by God to be the person on the receiving end 
of their failure so we can offer to them God’s unconditional love. When we do, they receive 
the love and acceptance they need to change, and we offer our lives in sacrifice before God 
for the blessing of others (Matthew 20:28; II Corinthians 4:8-18; Ephesians 5:1,2). 

§ God’s Glory: When God brings us into unity with one another through his grace and Spirit, we 
bring glory to God because it is through our unity that the world can see his salvation in 
Christ and eternal love (John 17:21-23). 

 
Four Convictions Necessary for Reconciliation 
Jesus is Present: When Jesus detailed the path of reconciliation, he gave us a promise. After 
describing the basic principles of reconciliation, he promised the decisions made by the 
community of believers would reflect with his will because he already decided what the decision 
should be and then conveyed it to his people (Matthew 18:18,19). The words “binding” and 
“losing” in first-century Jewish culture are associated with forbidding and permitting, which 
means the church has God’s authority and ability to make decisions consistent with his eternal 
purposes. This should bring great comfort to us because God is present and at work in every 
reconciliation situation, whether its pursued in honesty, humility, and obedience (Matthew 
18:20). The promise of this verse is not that every decision made is right but that God is in the 
midst to accomplish his purposes in each person’s life. 
 
The Leading of the Holy Spirit: We rely on the leading of the Spirit because we need to know 
which principles of reconciliation and what actions must be taken. Because Jesus is a good 
shepherd, his shepherding presence lives in us through the Holy Spirit. He wants to lead us. He 
promises to go before us. He’s always with us. So, we can hear his voice. We can respond to his 
leading with faith. We can enact his will in time and space. In our personal and gathered 
community, heaven invades earth through the Spirit, bridging the chasm between God and us.  
 
Trust: Forgiveness and reconciliation releases others from the condemnation we believe they 
deserve. Beyond this, trust willingly gives others our heart consistent with their maturity and the 
maturity of our relationship. To rebuild trust with those we have offended or who have offended 
us, we must be committed to follow biblical processes of repentance. In this, our character is 
form by God so we can engender and extend trust with others (Luke 17:1-10; I Corinthians 13:7). 
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Humility: Humility paves the way for reconciliation because pride is the spiritual barrier that 
reserves the right to be right (James 4:1-10). We fight with and offend others precisely because 
of immaturity, sinful desires, and selfishness (James 4:1-5). However, God gives grace enough to 
overcome our flesh, and when we respond to his power, then we can be reconciled to others by 
accepting responsibility for our own sin and repenting (James 4:6-9). The power to reconcile and 
repent, though, is available only to those willing to humble themselves (James 4:6,7,10). 
 

THE BIBLICAL STEPS OF RECONCILIATION 
Reconciliation is essentially the relational process in which we discover and repent of the 
immaturity, weakness, and sin that hinders or severs relationship with God and others. The 
result of this pursuit is that we can walk in Spirit-empowered unity (Matthew 18:15-20). In 
Matthew 18:15-20, Jesus outlined a principled process we’re to use to navigate the waters of 
reconciliation. The following steps are based on this passage.  
 
We need to know at the outset that this passage describes a principled process, not a rigid set of 
laws. Often, reconciliation doesn’t happen immediately or smoothly. It’s gospel work, meaning 
the Holy Spirit may be trying to do more than we can see or know at the beginning. Practically, 
this means each step might take time, multiple meetings, ongoing discussions, and many false 
starts. This beautiful, scary, supernatural process is designed to make us like Jesus, so it will 
always take what it’s going to take.  
 
Step One: Talk to the Father and yourself to get right with him 
When we realize our relationship with another is hindered or separated, we are to communicate 
with God to examine ourselves first (Matthew 7:1-5). We speak to God first to remember we 
were estranged from him and that his mercy alone reconciled us. In the light of his mercy, we 
can gain God’s perspective of others’ separation from us. Here, we can get honest about our 
attitudes, motives, thoughts, perceptions as we face our own failure and judgment (Matthew 
7:1-5). If we are offended, we may be able to receive God’s grace, accept responsibility for our 
part, forgive others in any way necessary, and never address the issue with the other party 
(Proverbs 10:12; 17:9). If we have offended another person, communicating with God first gives 
us the opportunity to prepare our hearts to humbly hear what God is saying to us through them.  
 
Step Two: Speak to those who offended you 
If we cannot resolve offenses alone, then we go to the person who has offended us to resolve 
the matter (Matthew 5:23,24; 18:15; Luke 17:3,4). By doing this, we help protect ourselves from 
spreading gossip, making assumptions about others, or causing division. It also honors others by 
assuming the best about them and protects us by not exposing our own issues needlessly 
(Proverbs 25:8-10; I Corinthians 13:7). If we don’t go to those who offended us, we carry the sin 
of hatred and bitterness, which will defile our hearts (Leviticus 19:17).  
 
One of the key aspects of this step is that Jesus instructs us to go if we’re offended by someone 
else or if we know we offended someone else (Matthew 5:23,24). The Bible never excuses us of 
the responsibility to go reconcile with another believer.   
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Reconciliation is gospel work, so you’ll encounter gospel power for yourself and you can expect 
to see the gospel at work in others.  
 
Sometimes, we might need counsel before we go. While this is the exception, when we do need 
counsel our goal is to go to those who understand reconciliation, will avoid gossip and division, 
and will correct you if necessary. At any step in the process, we can seek counsel from those 
more mature than us for the express purpose of receiving instruction on how to participate in 
the reconciliation process (Proverbs 11:14; 24:6). 
 
Step Three: Speak to those with wisdom who can act as witnesses 
If the matter cannot be resolved alone, we’re instructed to take one or two other mature 
believers who can help us resolve the conflict (Matthew 18:16). The purpose of taking one or 
two others is so they can help both parties discern what it true, see and take responsibility for 
their part, and render a final decision about what needs to be done to achieve reconciliation 
(Proverbs 18:17). When witnesses are included in the discussion, both parties in the conflict are 
committed to be accountable to those acting as witnesses. 
 
It’s important to understand that those who act as witnesses aren’t “attorneys” representing 
each party and they didn't necessarily witness the original offense. They’re there to function as 
wise, discerning, restorative decision-makers regarding the reconciliation process.  
 
Step Four: Speak to the elders 
If the matter cannot be resolved with one or two others, all parties in the conflict and the 
witnesses must go to the elders of the church for resolution (Matthew 18:17). By doing so, all 
parties involved submit themselves to church leadership so final judgment can be rendered and 
all parties can step into love, forgiveness, and unity (Galatians 6:1). If they respond, 
reconciliation has happened. If one or both parties refuses to respond, the elders have the 
difficult task of excommunicating someone from Jesus’ body. Those who refuse to reconcile with 
others reject the work of the cross and are then sent outside it’s covering grace so they can 
endure repentance-inducing pain. This means elders release the unrepentant person to the 
authority and power of the devil and sever relationship with them to foster repentance (I 
Corinthians 5:1-10). While this the most serious step in the process, it is sometimes necessary.  
 
The assumption in Matthew 18 is that the elders are the arbiters and final judges of all discipline 
situations. If two people can’t be reconciled, the elders come alongside to help. Together, the 
elders’ decision protects the body and preserves the witness of the gospel. Like the priests and 
judges in the Torah had had final authority to renders judgments, so Jesus gives this authority to 
the elders of a congregation (Deuteronomy 17:8-13). To resist the authority of God’s leaders is 
to resist God’s authority. If people didn’t listen to the judges or priests, the consequence was 
death, cast out of Israel. The equivalent of this act of discipline is excommunication: cast out of a 
local church and the body of Messiah.  
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FORGIVENESS 
 
God’s Forgiveness 
Everything we experience in our relationship with Yahweh and others is based on the eternal 
love that sent Jesus to his death on the cross. While his death and resurrection freely offered us 
all God’s eternal promises, it specially offered us forgiveness and, as a result, reconciliation with 
the Father (Acts 5:31; Romans 5:8-10; I John 1:9-2:2). 
 
Forgiveness literally means: “to send away; to let go, give up a debt, forgive; to give up, keep no 
longer.” When we were God’s enemies, in rebellion to Him, and unable to seek Him, he forgave 
us solely and completely because of his great love and grace (Romans 3:10-31; 5:8-10; Ephesians 
2:4-7). God forgives us completely, having placed our sin on Jesus, who took all our judgment 
and condemnation on Himself and, in turn, gave us the fullness of the Father’s life and blessing 
(Psalm 32:2; 103:10-12; Isaiah 53:4-6; Romans 3:24; 4:6-8; I John 2:2). Through faith in Jesus’ 
death and resurrection, sin is removed from our account and God promises never to remember 
it or hold it against us (Isaiah 38:17). While God’s forgiveness cost us nothing, it cost Him his Son, 
which means the forgiveness we receive through the Messiah carries an eternal value, one which 
we cannot fully comprehend on this side of eternity (Isaiah 53:4-12; John 3:16). God never 
withholds his forgiveness when our sin is confessed and forsaken, as it would be a violation of his 
nature and promise, which is something that cannot happen because he cannot deny Himself 
(Psalm 32:5,6; II Timothy 2:13; I John 1:9). Through Jesus’ death, we experience reconciliation 
with the Father, who no longer relates to us as sinners but as children and heirs of his grace 
(Romans 5:1,10,11; 8:15-17). Through Jesus’ resurrection, we receive the Father’s abundant, 
eternal life, which creates the power, hope, and promise of reformation into his image. 
  
Forgiving Others 
The more we understand and experience God’s forgiveness, the more we are equipped and 
empowered to extend forgiveness to others. Based on the forgiveness we have received from 
the Father, we can walk in forgiveness toward others, offering to them what he has given to us 
(Psalm 35:11-14; Ephesians 4:32). Here are some helpful insights about forgiving others.  
§ When we respond in faith to God’s call to forgive, we offer others what they need, rather 

than what they deserve. In doing so, others can see the beauty of God’s grace, mercy, and 
forgiveness through us (Ephesians 4:31,32; Colossians 3:13).  

§ When we face the opportunity (and challenge) to forgive others, we are to seek God’s grace 
to completely forgive them, no matter how severe the offense toward us may have been 
(Leviticus 19:17,18; Matthew 18:21-35). 

§ We forgive whenever another repents because forgiveness is an act of obedience, based on 
God’s grace. Forgiveness cannot be based on the merit of those we forgive (Luke 17:3-10). 

§ We are to begin the process of restoring fellowship with the offender, as far as is biblically 
possible and responsible, extending grace and kindness to them just as God has done to us 
(Romans 12:18; Ephesians 4:31,32). 
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§ While forgiveness may seem costly to us, the price to forgive others was paid by Jesus 
through his death and resurrection. We do not keep a record of wrong or dwell on the 
offense, in our heart, mind, words, or actions, especially through gossip (I Corinthians 13:5; 
Ephesians 4:29; Philippians 4:8). 

§ We are called to forgive others, even if they never seek forgiveness (Proverbs 10:12; Mark 
11:25). We forgive those who do not seek forgiveness in the sense that we refuse to harbor 
any offense toward another because God does not give us the authority to retain others’ sin. 

 
Seeking Forgiveness from Others 
Seeking forgiveness from others is the result of supernaturally encountering God, and from it, 
embracing his view of our sin and his righteousness (Psalm 51:1-12). The more we see God and 
his ways, the more able we are to see how we have offended and sinned against others. As this 
happens, it becomes our joy to humble our self, repent of our sin, and extend forgiveness to 
others. As we seek forgiveness from others, it means we acknowledge our sin (motives, 
attitudes, desires, words, thoughts, and actions), takes personal responsibility for it, and confess 
it to those we have sinned against (Psalm 51:1-6; I John 1:8-10). Our confession should be 
accompanied with a sorrowful, contrite heart, and clear commitment of repentance (Psalm 38:1-
18; 51:12-17; II Corinthians 7:9,10; James 4:8-10). If possible, restitution should follow 
confession (Leviticus 6:2-5; Proverbs 6:30,31). While each situation is different, the sweet 
reward of seeking forgiveness is a renewed relationship with God and others. By confessing our 
sins to those we have sinned against, reminders of past sins against them are removed, and 
personal healing and growth begins to take place. If we do not confess our sins, we are 
confronted with ugly memories of our sin, often providing temptations to sin and a foothold for 
the devil to attack us with condemnation (Jeremiah 4:1; Acts 19:19,20; Ephesians 4:26,27). 
 
Misconceptions About Forgiveness 
Listed below are four common misconceptions about forgiveness. 
§ Forgiveness is an Event: There are times we are able to extend forgiveness in a moment. 

Others times, forgiveness is a daily choice we must make over a period of time, growing in 
maturity through the process of learning to forgive. To act as if we have forgiven others 
when we have not is dishonesty and hypocrisy. If we do not have it in our heart to forgive, 
then we are called to continue to seek God for his grace to do so—not to pretend we have 
forgiven. We forgive others only when God moves in grace in us and we are empowered and 
freed to forgive and bless them (Psalm 35:11-14; Matthew 5:43-48; Romans 12:14-21).   

§ Trust Must Accompany Forgiveness. There are times when we experience forgiveness and 
the restoration of trust immediately. Other times, it may take time and patience to rebuild 
trust with those who have sinned against us. 

§ We Must Forgive Ourselves: When we sin, we need God’s forgiveness (I John 1:9). If we face 
condemning thoughts about our sin or self, we are not called to forgive ourselves. Rather, 
we’re to trust God’s promise we already have forgiveness in Jesus (I John 3:20,21).  

§ We Must Forgive God: When we are mad at or bitter toward God, the solution cannot be to 
forgive Him—He cannot sin (II Timothy 2:13). Instead, it is to seek his forgiveness for refusing 
to entrust our hearts and lives to his perfect will (Psalm 40:8; Matthew 6:10).  
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A PRAYER OF FORGIVENESS 
 
Father, as an act of my own free will, in obedience to Your Word, and under the guidance and 
power of Your Spirit, I choose to forgive ________________ for _______________________. By 
faith in Your Word and through the power of Christ’s death, I release all bitterness, animosity, 
grudges, and desire for revenge. Anything that has been done to me I release to You, by faith in 
Your blood.   
  
Father, I no longer blame You or hold bitterness in my heart toward You for these 
disappointments, hurts, wounds, and offenses. By faith, I receive all of Your plans for my life, 
including these offenses, recognizing You allowed them for Your glory and my ultimate good in 
Christ (Romans 8:28-32). 
  
Father, I seek Your forgiveness for the bitterness, resentment, anger, and even murder I have 
held in my heart against ______________. I confess it as sin and ask You to cleanse and release 
me from all unrighteousness. Even now, I receive Your forgiveness in Jesus’ name (I John 1:9). As 
I receive Your forgiveness by faith, I refuse to walk in condemnation and guilt for my past 
bitterness and anger, trusting Your forgiveness is complete (I John 3:20,21).  
  
Cleanse me from the temptation to let these sins back into my life through my attitudes and 
thoughts, helping me to focus on Your will for my life rather than past offenses (Philippians 4:8). 
Heal the wounded places in my heart for the legitimate offenses committed against me, and 
help me put on the mind of Christ (Philippians 2:1-5; Colossians 3:1-3). By faith, I receive Your 
peace and joy so these experiences do not carry the pain and sorrow they once did, and that You 
will use these experiences to bring healing to the lives of others. Help me always remember that 
while others may have sinned against me, the bitterness I developed reveals my own need for 
Your grace and forgiveness, and I offended You. 
  
In faith and obedience to Your Word, I ask You to judge ______________ with kindness and 
tenderness, and to bless them in Your abundant mercy (Matthew 5:44,45; Ephesians 4:31,32). 
When I look back on their sin against me, let me remember Your sovereignty and love, seeing 
them through Your eyes of grace. Prosper and extend grace to them in Christ. Please heal the 
hurts in their hearts and help them to see You in a new and intimate way. I commit them to Your 
tender care and ask You to bring them into a deep and meaningful walk with You (Matthew 5:43-
48).  
  
Even now, fill me with Your love, joy, peace, humility, and gentleness (Galatians 5:22,23). In 
Christ’s precious name, amen. 
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BIBLICAL SPEECH 
 

THE GOSPEL AND GODLY SPEECH 
 
The gospel conveys the Father’s words about us. 
To protect our call and multiple kingdom life, we must practice listening to and speaking 
redemptive words. The gospel pronounces the blessing of life, God’s redemptive word to us.  
§ God says our condemnation has been removed through Jesus (Romans 8:1). 
§ On the final day, Jesus will introduce us to the Father as his brothers and sisters, recipients of 

the blessing of eternal life (Hebrews 2:11,12). 
§ When we stand before Jesus in the resurrection, we’re promised glory, honor, and life 

(Romans 2:10; I Peter 1:7-9). 
 
We’re called to speak to transmit gospel life to others. 
Jesus calls us to convey the promise and hope of God’s redemption in Jesus. Partnering with the 
Holy Spirit, our words can bring life or death to others (Proverbs 18:21). As we declare the gospel 
to others in myriad ways, we offer the joy and power of redemption’s promise.  
 
The gospel is our invitation to communicate gospel truth and gospel mercy to others. Truth-
telling is consistent with the gospel when it displays the beauty of God’s mercy. However, telling 
the truth is wrong when the purpose of truth is obscured by the content, method, or attitude in 
which truth is shared. Showing mercy is consistent with the gospel only when it refuses to 
compromise truth. Mercy is out of place when the purpose of the mercy is obscured by the 
content, method, or attitude in which grace is shared.  
 

PRINCIPLES OF GODLY SPEECH 
 
You’re part of the conversation if you’re part of the problem or solution. 
§ Prov. 25:9,10:  Argue your case with your neighbor himself, and do not reveal another’s 

secret, lest he who hears you bring shame upon you, and your ill repute have no end. 
o Go the person with whom you have a problem. 
o Don’t talk about the problem with people to whom the story is “secret”. 
o For those involved, it’s not a secret.  
o When others find out about your broken confidence, your reputation will be ruined.  

 
Complain up. 
§ Proverbs 26:17: Whoever meddles in a quarrel not his own is like one who takes a passing 

dog by the ears. 
§ Proverbs 26:20: For lack of wood the fire goes out, and where there is no whisperer, 

quarreling ceases. 
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§ Gal. 6:1: Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should 
restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 

o If you have a problem or complaint, speak with those with authority and 
responsibility to move toward resolution. 

o Speak to those who have maturity to correct you if you’re out of line.  
o What do we do if we don’t know what to do? Seek counsel, instruction, etc. 

 
Speak as if others are present. 
§ Prov. 16:28 A dishonest man spreads strife, and a whisperer separates close friends. 
§ Prov. 26:20 For lack of wood the fire goes out, and where there is no whisperer, quarreling 

ceases. 
o When we speak as if others are present, we united, we don’t divide.  
o A whisperer doesn’t want to be heard by the person they’re talking about.  
o When we “whisper”, want our words to remain hidden, we destroy friendships. 
o Would I say this if the person about whom I’m speaking were present? 
o If I repeat this to someone not involved, what impact will it have? 

 
§ Prov. 18:8 The words of a whisperer are like delicious morsels; they go down into the inner 

parts of the body. 
o We must be aware of our hearts: often, we want to know something “tantalizing” 

about others.  
 
Listen only to those who are accountable for their words. 
§ Prov. 27:6 Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse are the kisses of an enemy. 
§ Prov. 20:19 Whoever goes about slandering reveals secrets; therefore do not associate with 

a simple babbler. 
§ Prov. 11:13 Whoever goes about slandering reveals secrets, but he who is trustworthy in 

spirit keeps a thing covered. 
o Friends tell you what you need to hear, not what you want to hear. 
o Enemies tell you what you want to hear, not what you need to hear.  
o Genuine friendship exists where others are accountable for their words. 
o Criticism springs from the wrong well if someone isn’t accountable for their words. 
o If someone approaches us with divisive words, consider responding: “Why don’t we 

go and talk to them together?” 
 
Understanding speech, secrets, and confidences. 
§ Sometimes, we’re confused about secrets and biblical confidence. Remember, if you’re part 

of the problem or part of the solution, then you’re part of the conversation.  
§ If someone shares stories/information about those who aren’t present and violates the 

principles of unity and reconciliation, they’ve engaged in divisive speech.  
§ Often, when this happens, sin and the devil start working deception in us (Proverbs 18:8). We 

get infected with the lie that we’re obligated to guard the person who participated in divisive 
speech. In this case, this is an improper application of biblical secrecy.  
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§ If divisive speech takes place, the person who isn’t present is part of the problem so they’re 
part of the conversation. Therefore, our confidence is owed to the person no present, not 
the person engaged in divisive speech.  

 
Helpful Verses About Godly Speech 
§ Proverbs 6:16-19: There are six things that the Lord hates, seven that are an abomination to 

him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises 
wicked plans, feet that make haste to run to evil, a false witness who breathes out lies, and 
one who sows discord among brothers. 

§ Proverbs 11:13: Whoever goes about slandering reveals secrets, but he who is trustworthy in 
spirit keeps a thing covered. 

§ Proverbs 16:28: A dishonest man spreads strife, and a whisperer separates close friends. 
§ Proverbs 17:9: Whoever covers an offense seeks love, but he who repeats a matter separates 

close friends. 
§ Proverbs 18:8: The words of a whisperer are like delicious morsels; they go down into the 

inner parts of the body. 
§ Proverbs 20:19: Whoever goes about slandering reveals secrets; therefore do not associate 

with a simple babbler. 
§ Proverbs 26:24-26: Whoever hates disguises himself with his lips and harbors deceit in his 

heart; when he speaks graciously, believe him not, for there are seven abominations in his 
heart; though his hatred be covered with deception, his wickedness will be exposed in the 
assembly. 

§ James 3:1-12: Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we 
who teach will be judged with greater strictness. For we all stumble in many ways. And if 
anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole 
body. If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we guide their whole 
bodies as well. Look at the ships also: though they are so large and are driven by strong 
winds, they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also 
the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things. How great a forest is set ablaze 
by such a small fire! And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set 
among our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and 
set on fire by hell. For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed 
and has been tamed by mankind, but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless 
evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people 
who are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My 
brothers, these things ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from the same opening 
both fresh and salt water? Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce 
figs? Neither can a salt pond yield fresh water. 
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UNITY IN THE HOME 
THE “NEVERS” 
 
Never criticize or share offenses you have against your spouse in front of or to 
your children. 
§ Prov. 17:9 Whoever covers an offense seeks love, but he who repeats a matter separates 

close friends. 
§ Prov. 11:13 Whoever goes about slandering reveals secrets, but he who is trustworthy in 

spirit keeps a thing covered. 
§ Offense: We disobey God, think we’re justified because of what others have done. 
§ We train our children to take up our offenses, then they justify their disobedience. 
§ The gospel says we’re all guilty; justifying disobedience trains to avoid the gospel. 
§ We train our children to be offended at our spouse, rather than receive from them.  
§ Instead: Go privately to your spouse to resolve your offenses and concerns. 

o Jesus’ instructions about reconciliation apply first to family. 
o If you don’t know how, go get help from those who know how to do it.  
o If you fail, you must do SOME of the work of reconciliation in front of them.  
o Reconciliation is something we pursue BEFORE worship (Matthew 5:23,24).  

 
Never relate to your children as if they can trust you but can’t trust your spouse. 
§ Jesus is our shepherd: we can trust him in us and in our spouse (Psalm 23:1).  
§ Rebekah and Jacob: “I will bring blessing (even receive your curse) but not your dad.”  
§ If we do this, we train them to idolize us (“we’re” trustworthy) and mistrust Jesus.  
§ If your spouse isn’t trustworthy, they’ll prove it; your kids will know it: don’t reinforce. 
§ Don’t protect your children from your spouses’ weakness and failure—NOT abuse. 
§ If we take this posture, our children need to be protected from both parents.  
§ If you think differently, you’re deluded and judge your spouse, God’s work in them.  
§ Instead: Foster trust in God’s shepherding presence over everyone in the family.  

o Train your children in self-awareness, teach them to tell the truth in love, and 
reconcile their offenses with whoever offended them, even a parent.  

 
Never have private conversations with your children and withhold them from 
your spouse. 
§ Prov. 16:28 A dishonest man spreads strife, and a whisperer separates close friends. 
§ Prov. 20:19 Whoever goes about slandering reveals secrets; therefore do not associate with 

a simple babbler. 
§ Conversations are corrupt if children are afraid to share with God-ordained authority. 
§ In secrecy is loyalty. If we do this, we train children to hide the secrets of their heart from 

those God has placed in their life to shepherd them, however imperfect. 
§ We train them to mistrust Jesus’ choices (parent) and then hide their heart from him.  
§ EXAMPLE: Two girls telling secrets: what they’re saying doesn’t matter; it’s the secret. 



 27 
Copyright © David Snyder and Twenty Six Eight. All Right Reserved. 

§ Instead: Share your conversations with your spouse and, if you’re concerned about your 
spouses’ trustworthiness, get counsel and input from trusted spiritual authority.  

 
Never argue in front of your children. 
§ A house divided against itself cannot stand (Mark 3:25,26). 
§ When we argue in front of them, we train them to take sides—because we take sides. 
§ We frame marriage as combatants rather than allies; then, children must choose. 
§ If you don’t argue in front of them doesn’t mean you’re unified: false unity exists. 
§ More so, we train them to argue with authority, rather than listen—Shema. 
§ If our children have an argumentative spirit/habit, that’s what’s in us.  
§ Instead: Work things out in private so you’re unified; then, you have the capacity to train 

them to be honest about disagreements and how to work them out. 
 
Never allow your children to demand you see life through their eyes. 
§ In particular, entitlement, victimization, and accusation, all which appeal to your guilt. 
§ None of us perfectly narrate our life story. We all need help, especially children. 
§ Only as we learn to listen, respond do we have resources to respond to the gospel.  
§ We equip them with the gospel so they learn to listen to God’s voice in the gospel. 
§ If we allow them to be the arbiter of reality/perception, we authorize them to narrate 

without the capacity to listen, trust, and respond. 
§ Instead: Train your children to listen to Jesus’ voice by listening to Jesus’ voice yourself; then 

you’ll have the capacity to hear them through gospel eyes. 
 
Never allow your children to think they have the right to correct you. 
§ Deuteronomy 17:8-13: “Don't listen to the judge” is a way of correcting the judge. 
§ When a subordinate presumes to correct a superior, their authority base is self. 
§ I didn’t say speak truth, offer constructive criticism, or be offended by your failures. 
§ Over time, children should have greater voice in our life because Jesus works in them.  
§ However, if we allow them the authority to correct us, they become the authority.  
§ Instead: Make yourself accountable to those who walk before you so you can impart your 

own responsiveness to authority, and then discern presumption in them.  
 
Never allow your children to avoid what you rightly require of them (Ephesians 
6:1-3).  
§ We must stop making excuses for our children’s disobedience. 
§ We let them disobey by redefinition, distraction, arguing, entitlement, victimization.  
§ If we allow them, they believe they define reality, consequences don’t apply to them.  
§ We allow them because these behaviors are present in us and our parenting.  
§ When children disobey, present grace as power to obey and train them.  
§ Prov. 28:7 The one who keeps the law is a son with understanding, but a companion of 

gluttons shames his father. 
§ Unrestrained passion: they get what they want by narrating their version of truth. 
§ Instead: Train their behaviors, capacity, and heart while transmitting the gospel. 
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o Matthew 7:21-27: Hearing and doing is protection. So, speak and train.  
 
Never correct your children for attitudes and behaviors you’re unwilling to 
address. 
§ Everyone is in process; God uses imperfect vessels (parents) to disciple children.  
§ Maturity means we let our children into our journey of trust appropriately. 
§ We acknowledge our failures, apologize, adjust, and continue forward. 
§ When we address our “logs”, we can help our children, even if we’re not perfect. 
§ Prov. 28:13 Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses and 

forsakes them will obtain mercy. 
§ Matthew 7:1-5 promises our willingness to address our issues eliminates judgment.  
§ Parents who refuse to be parented and address their issues create accusing rebels.  
§ Matthew 7:1-5: We will experience judgment for our refusal: from God, others. 
§ Prov. 28:14 Blessed is the one who fears the Lord always, but whoever hardens his heart will 

fall into calamity. 
§ Part of the judgment we face comes from our children—we taught them how to do it. 
§ Instead: Build relationship with those who walk before you to help you repent. 
 
Never allow your children to listen to voices that foster mistrust for you and your 
place. 
§ When I say “listen”, I don’t mean “hear them”; rather, to have a place of influence.  
§ Prov. 18:8 The words of a whisperer are like delicious morsels; they go down into the inner 

parts of the body. 
§ They must learn to hear other voices but those voices must foster trust for you. 
§ Does others’ influence increase your child’s commitment, responsiveness to you?  
§ But, the voices that affirm your place in your children’s lives must be able to speak truth to 

you and expect you to respond. You must listen if you want them to listen. 
§ One of the great lies among Christians is that parental voices are the only voices.  
§ Instead: Build relationship with people who speak to you, let your kids trust them.  

o If your children have people who honor you and with whom they can share their 
heart, they’re are less likely to find voices that lead them astray.  

 
Never take credit for Jesus’ work in your children’s life. 
§ God will get glory for our salvation, not us. God will commend us, not us (I Peter 1:7).  
§ If we do this, we miss the gospel’s promise that alone Jesus saves—not us.  
§ The lie is that our marriage and family, or our personal commitment, frees them. 
§ How do we know if we think we’re the source of our children’s blessing and life? 

o First, we experience anxiety, fear, or anger if they aren’t doing well. 
o Second, we’re exhausted in our parenting.  
o Third, we’re more concerned about their behaviors than their heart.  

§ Instead: Saturate your own life daily in the freedom of gospel salvation. 
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UNITY IN THE CHURCH 
THE “NEVERS” 
 
Never air criticisms or share offenses with those who aren’t involved—especially 
criticisms and offenses about leaders.  
§ Offense: We disobey God, think we’re justified because of what others have done. 
§ We encourage others to take up our offenses, then they justify their disobedience. 
§ The gospel says we’re all guilty: if we justify our disobedience, we reject the gospel. 
§ If we criticize, share offenses, we encourage others to reject the gospel, not receive. 
§ Prov. 17:9 Whoever covers an offense seeks love, but he who repeats a matter separates 

close friends. 
§ Prov. 11:13 Whoever goes about slandering reveals secrets, but he who is trustworthy in 

spirit keeps a thing covered. 
§ GOSPEL: The gospel takes our offenses and others’ offenses (Romans 8:1).  
§ Instead: Go privately to others to resolve your offenses and concerns. 

o Jesus’ instructions about reconciliation apply to all believers. 
o If you don’t know how, go get help from those who know how to do it.  
o Reconciliation is something we pursue BEFORE worship (Matthew 5:23,24).  

 
Never argue in front of or include those not involved in a problem or solution.  
§ A house divided against itself cannot stand (Mark 3:25,26). 
§ When we argue, we ask others to take sides—because we’re taking sides. 
§ We frame relationship as combatants rather than allies; then, others must choose. 

o Prov. 25:9,10: Argue your case with your neighbor himself, and do not reveal 
another’s secret, lest he who hears you bring shame upon you, and your ill repute 
have no end. 

§ GOSPEL: Nothing from rivalry, conceit; prefer others; Jesus’ L—D—R (Philippians 2:1-11).  
§ Instead: Work things out in private so you’re unified; then, you have the capacity to help 

others be honest about disagreements and work them out: Matt. 5:23,24: So if you are 
offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against 
you, leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and 
then come and offer your gift. 

 
Never expect others to release you from obedience or commitments you made.  
§ If we don’t want to obey God or keep our commitments, we redefine, distract, victim.  
§ Then, we demand others’ carry our sin but mature people won’t do this. 
§ Stop making excuses for disobedience and, instead, turn to God’s grace.  
§ We’re not released from obedience due to our past track record or what it costs us.  
§ Grace doesn’t entitle us to excuse our unfaithfulness; it empowers us to repent.  
§ Mercy doesn’t mean we get to demand others think we’re faithful when we’re not.  
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§ Beyond this, Psalm 15:4 says the person of integrity swears to our their hurt: Psa. 15:4 in 
whose eyes a vile person is despised, but who honors those who fear the Lord; who swears 
to his own hurt and does not change; 

§ Instead: Pursue God’s grace with the conviction he’ll train you to obey: Phil. 2:12, 13: 
Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but 
much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God 
who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

§ GOSPEL: Jesus’ victory in obedience and death is gifted to us (I Corinthians 1:30).  
§ Training in righteousness is a matter of formative relationship—so engage them.  
 
Never assume you have the authority to correct leaders.  
§ When a subordinate presumes to correct a superior, their authority base is self. 
§ Subject to perceptions, passions of one who presumes heaven’s authority is theirs. 
§ Korah took authority that wasn’t his and tried to correct Moses (Numbers 16). 
§ Maybe Moses wasn’t the ideal leader but that form of correction is rebellion. 
§ After the ground swallowed up the rebellious leaders, the body blamed Moses.  
§ There’s a place, process to correct elders but elders are charged with this, not body.  
§ Elders aren’t to entertain charges against an elder without two or three witnesses: 1Tim. 

5:19 Do not admit a charge against an elder except on the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. 

§ NOT: speak truth, offer constructive criticism, resolve personal offenses, influence. 
§ Over time, we’re granted influence based on humility and responsive listening.  
§ Influence is the fruit of responsive listening, not manipulation, control, and demands.  
§ GOSPEL: The gospel invites us trust that Jesus leads and corrects his church: John 10:11 I am 

the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
§ Instead: Learn to respond to God’s shaping work so you learn to appeal to authority.  
 
Never correct others (leaders) for attitudes/behaviors you won’t address. 
§ Everyone is in process; God uses imperfect vessels (leaders) to disciple others.  
§ Mature believers let others into their journey in appropriate, helpful ways. 
§ We acknowledge our failures, apologize, adjust, and continue forward. 
§ When we address our “logs”, we can help others do so, even when we’re not perfect. 
§ Prov. 28:13 Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses and 

forsakes them will obtain mercy. 
§ But we’re warned not to judge others for issues we won’t address (Matthew 7:3-5).  
§ We know we’re guilty of judging others (esp. leaders) yet doing the same when… 

o We distance or severe relationship if they don't listen. 
o We don’t think anyone has the authority to correct us. 
o We refuse or delay reconciliation with those who’ve offended us.  

§ To alleviate one’s personal guilt and condemnation, people correct others, leaders. 
§ GOSPEL: The invitation is that confession leads to forgiveness: 1John 1:9 If we confess our 

sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
§ Instead: Build relationships with those who walk before you to help you repent. 
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Never have private conversations and then withhold them from those who are 
part of the problem and/or solution, especially leaders.  
§ Prov. 16:28 A dishonest man spreads strife, and a whisperer separates close friends. 
§ Prov. 20:19 Whoever goes about slandering reveals secrets; therefore, do not associate with 

a simple babbler. 
§ The hidden, private conversation is the real conversation. 
§ In secrecy is loyalty. If we practice this, we encourage others to hide the secrets of their 

heart from those God placed in their life to shepherd them, however imperfect. 
§ They learn to mistrust Jesus because he’s the one who placed leaders in their life.  
§ If we don’t put the entire conversation on the table with those included, we’re false.  
§ Conversation is divisive if we’re afraid to share our heart with leaders, those involved. 
§ We’re wrongly concerned about violating confidences: that already took place when 

someone who isn’t present was involved in the conversation.  
§ Prov. 18:8 The words of a whisperer are like delicious morsels; they go down into the inner 

parts of the body. 
§ EXAMPLE: People who criticize the style of a ministry—but don’t invest in it. 
§ Instead: Share your conversations with your leaders. If you’re concerned about a leader’s 

trustworthiness, use the appeal process outlined in scripture.  
§ GOSPEL: Through Jesus, we receive God’s heart; we don’t want anything to hinder his secrets 

to us: Psa. 25:14 The friendship of the Lord is for those who fear him, and he makes known 
to them his covenant. 

 
Never influence others to think they can trust you, not those appointed to lead. 
§ Jesus is our shepherd: we can trust him in us and especially in others (Psalm 23:1).  
§ If we do this, we train them to idolize us (“we’re” trustworthy) and mistrust Jesus.  
§ Absalom listened to the people’s concerns; flattered them; stole hearts by presenting himself 

as trustworthy, and inferring David wasn’t trustworthy (II Samuel 15:1-6).  
§ We present our counsel, influence, insight as correct, over against their authority.  
§ If a leader isn’t trustworthy, they’ll prove it; you don’t need to let others know.  
§ Never position yourself to “protect” others from their leaders—NOT abuse. 
§ I’m shocked at people’s willingness to minister outside local church.  
§ If we take this posture, we don’t see that others need to be protected from us. 
§ GOSPEL: Jesus died to give authority to his people through leaders (Ephesians 4:1-12). 
§ Instead: Foster trust in God’s shepherding presence among Jesus’ people. 

o Learn to be self-aware so you know when you’re not walking in trust and also learn to 
step into trust-telling conversations.  

 
Never assume you have authority to define reality for the body or leadership 
beyond the responsibility God has given you.  
§ Where God has authorized us to lead, we’re responsible to help define that story. 
§ None perfectly narrates the gospel story: we all need the body, pastors included. 
§ But God authorizes us in different ways, to different degrees, for different reasons. 
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o If we narrate without authority, we don’t listen “in our lane”. 
o We usurp authority when we influence others to adopt opposing, conflicting views. 
o Complainers in the desert: God’s abandoned us, let’s go back (Numbers 14:1-4). 
o If you operate from entitled, victimized, accusing, you demand others see life as you.  
o Instead: Learn to listen to Jesus within your sphere of responsibility, not others. 

§ Only as we learn to listen, respond do we have capacity to influence rightly. 
§ When we listen and respond, we have resources to impart the gospel.  

 
Never listen to voices that foster mistrust for Jesus’ work through your leaders. 
§ When I say “listen”, I don’t mean “hear them”; rather, to have a place of influence.  
§ Does others’ influence increase trust for the place and leaders God’s planted you? 
§ People tell Corinthians not to trust Paul: 2Cor. 10:3-5: For though we walk in the flesh, we 

are not waging war according to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not of the 
flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty 
opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey, 

§ Our culture is too willing to criticize leaders; we think we’re right for doing so.  
§ To trust a leader is to be a pawn, a “yes” man, an uncritical thinker, blind sheep. 
§ In our culture, individual freedom is an idol; the sacrifice is spiritual authority. 
§ Many Christians reject authority, then criticize leaders they think reject authority. 
§ We can trust Jesus in and through leaders: Heb. 13:17: Obey your leaders and submit to 

them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. 
Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you. 

§ Never listen to voices who can’t point to those who can correct them. 
§ Instead: Learn to listen to Jesus so you can listen to him through others, leaders. 

o When we learn to listen to him, we can hear him through others.  
 
Never take credit for Jesus’ work in your life.  
§ We do this when we… (I Corinthians 3:1-9). 

o We associate freedom with a pastor, church, ministry, counselor, etc. 
o We think those who haven’t experienced what we’ve experienced can’t help: 2Cor. 

1:3, 4: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies 
and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able 
to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves 
are comforted by God. 

§ It is a lie that we taste freedom due to someone or something else. 
§ If we do this, we miss the gospel’s promise that alone Jesus saves—not us.  
§ GOSPEL: Jesus uses people but he’s the power for salvation: 2Cor. 4:7: But we have this 

treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. 
§ Instead: Saturate your own life daily in the freedom of gospel salvation. 
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UNDERSTANDING DIVISION  
 
Division is not part of God’s character and is cannot exist in his presence. Underneath division is 
a subtle but powerful pride that leads us to believe we are partakers of life and those with whom 
we disagree are not. Since he is life, unity must be present where he unveils his glory. This is the 
reason God hates the one who plants discord among his people (Proverbs 6:14,19). Where 
division and discord are planted, his presence is rejected and only death remains (James 3:14-
16). When eternity is finally unleashed on the universe and the Messiah reigns over all, there will 
not be division; everything will be one in Him (Ephesians 1:10; Colossians 1:20). He is life and 
where life exists, the death of discord cannot coexist.  
 
How Individuals Succumb to Division 
There are three sources of confusion and division that attack the individual Christian: the flesh, 
the world, and the devil.  
 
First, every believer faces the temptation and influence of the sin nature, what the Apostle John 
calls the “flesh” (I John 2:15-17). The flesh is also call our “old man” (Ephesians 4:22-24). Under 
the power of our corrupted nature, we’re dominated by sin and death. A variety of passages 
discuss the flesh/human nature but we see the back-and-forth battle between the new man and 
old man in Romans chapter seven.  
 
Second, every believer faces the temptations of the world, the power at work in culture, 
relationships, vain philosophies, so-called science, and so on (Colossians 2:1-8). Confronted with 
the world’s influence, believers must learn how to distinguish between God’s kingdom and the 
kingdoms of this world. 
 
In Ephesians 6:11, Paul tells us to discern and stand against the wiles of the devil. The English 
word wiles is translated from the Greek word methodia, which means to follow up and 
investigate by methods, settled plans, or to plan crafty tricks and schemes (Matthew 4:1-11; 
13:19; 16:23; I Corinthians 16:9; II Corinthians 11:13-15; Ephesians 4:14; I Thessalonians 2:18; II 
Timothy 3:12).  
 
Standing against the power of the flesh, world, and devil, believers must learn how to recognize 
and resist the influence of sin and death. The world, flesh, and devil will: 
§ Maneuver believers into a state of rebellion against authority, taking authority into their own 

hands to make decisions that bring ruin and division (Numbers 12; 16; III John 1:9,10). 
§ Twist truth into partial lies to confuse and deceive believers, especially through self-

ambitious teachers and false prophets (II Timothy 2:14-19; Jude 1:1-25).  
§ Induce doubt about the identity, nature, and work of Jesus (Colossians 1:9-2:23). 
§ Create a negative, false, or twisted impression of God. 
§ Encourage skepticism about God’s existence and tempt them to worship elements of the 

creation (Romans 1).  
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§ Encourage humanistic reasoning, causing believers to think they are capable of being his own 
God and solving his own problems (Genesis 3:1-7; Romans 1).  

§ Sow the lie that a certain state of moral excellence must be obtained before coming to God 
(Philippians 3:1-14). 

§ Create the false impression that turning to God more require more from them than God will 
give to them through his grace.  

§ Instill fear that a life of faith and obedience is too hard and temptations and pressures are 
too strong to resist (I Corinthians 10:1-13).  

§ Frustrate and confuse those ungrounded in biblical teaching by presenting false 
interpretations of scripture that distraction and divide (II Timothy 2:14-19).  

§ Keep people in false peace, allowing or even giving the security of prosperity so our energies 
are focused on the cares of this world (Luke 14:15-24).  

§ Get offended and justify disobedience (Luke 17:1-4). 
§ Due to self-ambition and jealousy, we curse what Jesus blesses (James 3:1-18). 
§ Tempt believers to walk in selfish ambition, seeking influence, significance, leadership, etc., 

rather than God’s kingdom (Galatians 5:16-21). 
§ Tempt believers to listen to false teachers or teachers whose character is not yet mature 

enough to foster unity in the face of division (I Corinthians 1:10-3:23).  
 
How Local Congregations Succumb to Division 
In the same way individuals are tempted toward division, entire congregations are fall under the 
Satanic spell of division. The flesh, the world, and the devil will: 
§ Create negative perspectives in key circles of influences or leaders, causing a spirit of 

negativism to spread within the church (Numbers 16; James 3:1-18). 
§ Harass the congregation with continual attacks on weak sheep or sheep that don’t walk 

under biblical spiritual authority. 
§ Tempt believers to cause division through gossip, slander, half-truths, and evil reports.  
§ Maneuver people into relational conflict through carnal deception. 
§ Attack key leaders through discouragement and pressures to remove their influence by 

default or failure. 
§ Magnify little problems in a church that create spiritual stress that cannot be pinpointed and 

foster an atmosphere of accusation.  
§ Maneuver fragmentized, secondary truths into an imbalanced doctrinal emphasis to 

influence weaker and new sheep, the result of which is spiritual instability.  
§ Work against the spiritual vision of the church by sending people to the church that seem 

supportive, but in hiddenness continually work to destroy the vision (sometimes, these 
people work innocently). 

 

SPIRITS THAT DIVIDE 
Throughout the biblical text, there are characters that embody various forms of rebellion and 
division. Underneath these biblical figures are truths about the nature of sin and death and the 
devil’s kingdom. When we study their mindsets, attitudes, actions, and words, we discover a 
wealth of knowledge about division and what causes it.  



 35 
Copyright © David Snyder and Twenty Six Eight. All Right Reserved. 

 
When the term “spirit” is used in this context, it refers to two interconnected concepts. 
 
First, it refers to a life-dominating worldview that’s opposed to the kingdom of God and the 
gospel in some way. While this worldview may be present in a single individual, through 
conversation, friendship, shared life, etc., it can affect and distort the worldview of other 
individuals and groups of people (II Corinthians 10:1-5; 11:12-15; Ephesians 4:17-21). So, this 
points to the corrupted nature of humanity.  
 
Second, it refers to the intervention of evil spirits that deceive individuals and groups of people 
through distorted doctrines, skewed spiritual perceptions, fleshly attitudes, ungodly mindsets, 
corrupted motives, and hardened consciences. So, this points to the influence of demonic spirits, 
whose intention is to destroy humanity.  
 
It’s important to recognize that all forms of divisive leadership originate in similar sins. The books 
of Nehemiah, II Corinthians, and Jude discuss these matters in depth and, in part, the books of 
Galatians, Philippians, and I John do as well. Other passages include: Jeremiah 23, Ezekiel 34, 
Matthew 23, and John 10. Through the machinations and manipulations that they use vary, the 
underpinning of these sins is pinpointed in the scripture clearly. They include: 
§ Self-Ambition: Self-ambition is a leader’s commitment achieve their personal or demonic 

purposes and, in the process, Jesus’ people are always manipulated, used, and discarded. 
§ Jealousy: Jealousy is a leader’s commitment to keep control, power, influence, recognition, 

significance, and money for him or herself when it should be given away. 
§ Envy: Envy is a leader’s commitment to steal the control, power, influence, recognition, 

significance, or money that others rightly possess. 
§ Deception: Deception is a leader’s commitment to make truth appear as lies, and to make 

lies appear as truth. This is done to blind and distract the congregation to from their true 
intentions.  

 
As these spirits are outlined below, keep in mind that the external form and expression of these 
usurping spirits won’t always look identical to the biblical example. For instance, someone 
operating under the Jezebel Spirit may not be a queen of nation or have an innocent person 
killed. However, they might sacrifice a believer and have them cast out of a church. A person 
who operates under the Absalom Spirit may not murder his brother and commit sexuality 
immorality with his father’s wife. However, they will use flattery, deceit, and manipulate to win 
the hearts of those who follow Jesus.  
 
The Korah Spirit 
§ Key Texts: Numbers 16 
 
The Korah Spirit confronts and challenges God’s appointed leaders by two interconnected 
claims. The first claim is that God’s appointed leaders do not carry God’s anointing or authority 
to lead. The second claim is that those who confront God’s appointed leaders actually carry 
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God’s anointing to lead. The Korah Spirit represents illegitimate leadership that tries to make 
itself legitimate by setting itself as an anointed alternative. 
 
The impact of the Korah Spirit on the body is two-fold. First, the body walks in confusion due to 
the influence of open rebellion, accusation, and the distortion of facts. When this takes place, 
they believe God has abandoned or neglected them and hasn’t kept his promises. Wrongly, they 
then believe leaders influenced by the Korah Spirit will do what God hasn’t done. Second, the 
body is liable to take up an offense for the Korah Spirit when God intervenes in judgment. When 
these false leaders are judged, the body’s confusion and doubt is so great they will defend and 
protect leaders who operate under the Korah Spirit.  
 
The Absalom Spirit 
§ Key Texts: II Samuel 13-18 
 
The Absalom Spirit challenges God’s appointed leaders through subversion, flattery, and empty 
promises. Through flattery, the Absalom Spirit attempts to work alongside or around existing 
structures and protocols to exploit real or perceived weaknesses in the present leadership. But 
when the time is ripe, it will openly destroy and discredit God’s appointed leaders. In turn, this 
enflames the spirit of discontent, frustration, and entitlement in immature believers. 
Additionally, the Absalom Spirit uses flattery to make empty promises to the disgruntled and 
weak, preying on their discontent and fear, giving them false hope their unrealistic expectations 
can be met.  
 
The impact of the body is two-fold. First, unrealistic demands, entitlement, and discontent are 
enflamed in God’s people. Then, the congregation will wrongly identify God’s appointed leaders 
as the source of their discontent. Second, the body is drawn away to ambitious, selfish, flattering 
leaders who are unable to shepherd them into life, spiritual health, and unity. Yet, they’re willing 
to follow because they’re under the false impression that they seek justice and equity.  
 
The Balaam Spirit 
§ Key Texts: Numbers 22-25; II Peter 2:15,16; Jude 1:11; Revelation 2:12-17 
 
The Balaam Spirit is the spirit of prophetic insight marred by financial gain through unethical 
means, opportunistic leadership, and strategic attack on the weakness of God’s people. Through 
strategic and prophetic ability, the Balaam Spirit will find ways to manipulate and fleece God’s 
people for personal financial gain, promising prophetic encounters that appeal to people’s fleshy 
desires. Further, it will do so by identifying weaknesses in God’s people—fear, sexual immorality, 
immaturity—and play off these weaknesses for their own gain.  
 
The impact of the Balaam Spirit on the body results in XX forms of division. First, it distorts the 
forms and expressions of God’s blessing so believers think they’re entitled to financial gain, 
thereby subverting Jesus’ call to live a cruciform life. The Balaam Spirit appeals to the greed, 
selfishness, and lust for money in immature believers. Second, it enflames weakness and sin in 
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the body, fanning the flames of fleshly, immoral, selfish attitudes and behaviors. Like Balaam 
exploited Israel’s weakness for idols and sexual immorality, the Balaam Spirit will lead believers 
into veiled forms of idolatry, usually revolving around money and sexual immorality. Third, the 
Balaam Spirit diminishes and distorts the ministry of the Spirit and the prophetic, so believers 
hear what they want to hear and honestly believe they’ve heard from God.  
 
The Jezebel Spirit 
§ Key Texts: I Kings 16:29-II Kings 9; Revelation 2:18-28 
 
The Jezebel Spirit is a usurping, seductive spirit that brings ungodly influence by manipulating 
God’s appointed leaders, who are usually weak and susceptible. The Jezebel Spirit appears to 
honor and submit to God-ordained leaders but, in fact, uses it for its own purposes. Hidden and 
difficult to detect, people who operate under this spirit will appeal to the fleshly desires of 
leaders, find ways to fulfill those desires, all the while achieving their own nefarious ends. Like 
the Balaam Spirit, the Jezebel Spirit is rooted in false religion, idolatry, and sexual immorality. 
 
The impact of the Jezebel Spirit on the body is manifold. First, because the intentions of those 
who operate under the Jezebel Spirit are hidden, the body is deceived and thinks the problem is 
with those who denounce these false leaders (this is what happened to Elijah and other 
prophets). In turn, the body protects those who operate in the Jezebel Spirit. Second, the Jezebel 
Spirit exploits weak leaders, so confusion starts to characterize the body’s purpose, relationships, 
and culture. It begins to drift and scatter. Third, under the guise of submission, the Jezebel Spirit 
exploits and sacrifices innocent believers, like Naboth, who stands against the ungodly passions. 
Fourth, the Jezebel Spirit makes believers wrongly think that those who resist this false 
leadership, they stand against God’s appointed leaders and are therefore usurpers.  
 
The Anti-Christ Spirit 
§ Has pride in appearance, position, or ability. 
§ Has an ambitious spirit, a lust for power. 
§ Has an independent spirit, disregard for authority and law—lawlessness is a way of being, 

seeing, and living. 
§ Rebellion and resistance against any authority or representative of authority. 
§ A deceived deceiver. 
§ Greater concern over temporal things than the eternal. 
§ Any person who resists any authority, in reality, resists God (Romans 13). 
 

A FINAL NOTE 
What is important to understand about these false forms of leadership is that believers and non-
believers alike are vulnerable to them. Those who follow Jesus can be influenced and controlled 
by these perceptions, attitudes, actions, and demonic influence. Because believers are often 
unfamiliar with the biblical perspectives on these issues, we’re liable to think these spirits can’t 
influence, characterize, or even dominate a believer’s life. As a result, when believers or false 
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leaders start of function under the influence of these spirits, many (most?) don’t know how to 
identify, challenge, resist, and defeat them.  
 
The call of the Word and Spirit, then, is to grow into maturity so we can partner with the Holy 
Spirit and God’s appointed leaders to build his kingdom and resist those who would destroy it 
through any form of division.  
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CHURCH RESTORATION 
 
Introduction 
In healthy, mature families, discipline is primarily instructive and encouraging. It’s a pattern of 
relationship and behavior designed to shape the heart and character through gracious training. 
When we use the word “discipline”, it refers to the entire gamut of formation: training a child to 
clean his room, eat what’s put before him, or clean the bathroom. It includes manners, sharing, 
reading, and kind speech. In godly discipline, we help children discover the beauty of trust and 
responsive obedience.  
 
So it is in the church. The overwhelming focus of a health church is on instruction, exhortation, 
accountability, affirmation, and encouragement. Depending on relationships and history, every 
member of the body can be responsible to give and receive encouragement, counsel, 
consolation, exhortation, and admonition (II Corinthians 1:3; Galatians 6:1; I Thessalonians 5:14; 
Hebrews 3:13). This is implied in the Bible’s teaching about the priesthood of all believers (I Peter 
2:5-9; Revelation 1:6; 5:10). We are priests to and for each other. How? We minister God’s grace 
to each other, intercede for each other, and confess our sins to each other (Romans 15:30; 
James 5:16; I Peter 4:10). Membership in the church is a commitment to love, encourage, and 
equip God’s people for the task of kingdom life.  
 
Included in the broad category of discipline is correction. This element of discipline can be 
verbal, action-based, and even include an occasional spanking. All are included in the loving, 
patient discipline. Parents have a responsibility to walk in humility and care for their children and 
as the same time, to exercise correction when and where it’s necessary.  
 
So, it is in the church. The body of Messiah must provide corrective action when members are 
wayward. Most of the time correction is informal and relationally-based. However, in rare 
circumstances it can progress to formal expressions of discipline, decisions that can and must 
include the entire congregation.  
 
The focus of this teaching is to define the process, principles, and practices of church restoration. 
 

FOUNDATIONS FOR BIBLICAL CHURCH DISCIPLINE 
 
The Motivation for Church Discipline 
§ The motivation for church discipline is the restoration of the sinner to relationship with Jesus 

and his body (Matthew 18:15-20; I Corinthians 5:1-10). 
§ The sin of one person has the power to affect the whole church (Joshua 7:1-16). The sin of 

one person or party has the power of leaven, which will leaven the whole lump (I Corinthians 
5:1-13; II Timothy 2:16-18). 

§ The concealment and continued practice of sin causes confusion and gives Satan opportunity 
to snare young and immature believers. 
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§ The lack of church discipline will cause unbelievers to mock the church and believers to 
become puffed up in their own pride and deceit (I Corinthians 5:2).  

 
The Purpose of Church Discipline 
§ In I Corinthians 5:5, Paul says the purpose of casting out an unrepentant believer is “so that 

his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.” 
§ Through the severity of discipline, the unrepentant sinner is released to the discipline of the 

Lord through the work of Satan.  
§ This is God’s way of showing them their true state and desperate need to repent.  
 
The Criteria for Church Discipline 
§ Some sins call for action beyond personal admonition (Matthew 18:17; 1 Corinthians 5:1-5). 

o They have harmful effects that reach deep within the sinner (I Corinthians 6:18). 
o They extend beyond the individual and impact others (I Corinthians 5:6). 
o They bring more reproach on the name of Christ than others because they’re seen by 

the body (I Corinthians 5:1).  
o They are more significant because they are pursued so long and with so little 

contrition and so little effort to change (1 John 5:6). 
§ Church discipline is necessary when a person is in willful, persistent sin. 

o The sinner may know they’re in sin or may be deceived about their condition. 
 
Due Process in Church Discipline 
Due process is the implementation of a procedure that protects the individual and balances the 
church’s need for protection for an erring member. When applied to the discipline process, the 
elders must be able to answer the following six questions affirmatively. 
1. Was the expectation consistent with scriptural instruction?  
2. Was the member notified in writing of expected behavior and of probable disciplinary 

consequences for failure to repent? 
3. Did the elders and/or their designees investigate the circumstances and facts and conclude 

persistent sin has been committed prior to undertaking disciplinary action? 
4. Is there specific updated documentation and other information to verify the situation? 
5. Does the disciplinary action reflect the teaching of scripture and the seriousness and nature 

of the sin committed? 
6. Has the member’s previous record been considered and has the person received treatment 

consistent with the treatment of others who have been disciplined for similar circumstances? 
 
The Authority for Church Discipline 
The authority to exercise church discipline is given exclusively to ordained elders.  
§ The background of Matthew 18:15-20 is Deuteronomy 17:8-13 and 19:15-21. 
§ The context of Matthew 18:15-20 and the phrase “tell it to the church” speaks to the 

authority of elders to maintain covenant faithfulness among God’s people. 
§ Jesus’ point in Matthew 18 is that the authority of the Sanhedrin—the only body that could 

cast a Jewish person out of his place in Israel—was given to the elders of local churches. 
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§ Like the priests and judges of old, elders carry the authority and responsibility to decide if a 
member can remain in the fellowship of the ekklesia, Jesus’ church.  

 

THE PROCESS OF CHURCH DISCIPLINE 
 
When a believer refuses to repent, elders must act with correction to safeguard the glory of God, 
Jesus’ body, and make a way for the person to repent. The process of church discipline is 
outlined in Matthew 18:15-20. 
 

 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him 
alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. But if he does not listen, 
take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by 
the evidence of two or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile 
and a tax collector. Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again I say 
to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for 
them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, 
there am I among them.” 

 
Key Principles Related to the Process 
§ Church discipline is progressive and includes more people as it progresses.  
§ Church discipline is a principled process that looks different in each situation. 
§ Church discipline can move back and forth from each step, depending on the circumstances.  
§ Church discipline is not to be abandoned because the erring member gets offended and 

decides to leave or go to another church.  
 
Step One: One on One 
§ The erring member is exhorted to repent by those personally involved in their life. 
§ This step may last for days, weeks, and possibly months, depending on the sin. 
§ Usually, this step is not initiated or executed by an elder but may be.  
 
Step Two: Witnesses 
§ If the erring member doesn’t repent, one to two others are invited into the process. 
§ The purpose of the witnesses can include the following: 

o They provide testimony to the facts of a given situation. 
o They provide instruction, feedback, correction, and accountability to the erring 

member.  
o They provide testimony of the efforts made to restore the erring member.  

§ This step may last for days, weeks, and possibly months, depending on the sin. 
§ This step may be initiated or executed by an elder but this isn’t necessary at this point.  
 
Step Three: Elders 
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§ If the erring member doesn’t listen to the witnesses, the elders are invited into the process. 
§ The elders’ responsibility is to: 

o Follow due process to ensure the situation warrants increased measures of discipline. 
o Teach, correct, and warn the erring member of the consequences of their sin.  
o Define the level of discipline appropriate to the situation, up to and including 

excommunication (I Corinthians 5:1-10; II Corinthians 2:6-7; II Thessalonians 3:14-15). 
§ This step may last for days, weeks, and possibly months, depending on the sin. 
§ This step is always initiated and executed by the elders of a local congregation.  
 
Step Four: Cast Out of the Congregation 
§ Disfellowship 

o If the erring member refuses to repent, disfellowship is the first option.  
o Disfellowship is a degree of severance from an individual congregation, providing 

opportunity for the erring member to continue in pastoral care and discipleship in 
another congregation.  

o This includes anything from moving the erring member to another congregation to 
complete severance of relationship from all members of a given congregation until 
the erring member repents or such time as the elders decide is appropriate to 
restoration.  

§ Excommunication 
o If the erring member refuses to repent, excommunication is the second option.  
o Excommunication is the complete expulsion of the erring member from Jesus’ body. 
o They are turned over to Satan for the destruction of their flesh so their spirit can be 

saved in the day of the Lord. They no longer have the promise of protection of Jesus’ 
body from the temporal power of sin and death (Matthew 18:15-20; I Corinthians 
5:1-13; I Timothy 1:20).  

o The members of the congregation are no longer free to maintain normal fellowship 
with the erring member until the erring member repents. 

 

FAQ’S 
 
What about bringing in witnesses to mediate between the elders and member 
under discipline? 
§ Elders are the body given authority for church discipline.  
§ When an erring member gets offended in the discipline process, the authority, instruction, 

and principles don’t change. 
§ Jesus confirms his presence and binding authority when discipline is conducted in ways that 

are consistent with his word (Matthew 18:19-20).  
§ Example: When our children don’t like our disciplinary measures, they can’t bring their 

school teacher into the situation to mediate between the parents and child.  
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What does it mean when Paul tells Timothy to bring two or three witnesses to 
charge an elder of sin (I Timothy)? Doesn’t this mean someone can go around 
and find others whom the elders have sinned against to make their case? 
§ The charges must be defined in God’s word as sin. 
§ Timothy (a pastor/elder of a local church) was charged by Paul (an apostle/trans-church 

elder) to not receive an accusation without witnesses. So, charges against an elder are 
brought to the elders for correction, not the body.  

§ The use of witnesses in this passage isn’t focused on those who observed the elders sin; 
rather, it’s focused on due process and ensuring there are capable people who can navigate 
the accusation appropriately.  

 
Shouldn’t the body be given all the information to make up their own minds? 
§ No, the body is never given the responsibility to judge the disciplinary decisions of elders.  
§ Elders have a responsibility to protect those under discipline.  
§ Often, those under discipline will disparage church leadership. As they do so, they will share 

their version of the story, thereby exploiting the integrity and faithfulness of the elders. 
Why? They know the elders won’t reciprocate by telling their version of the story.  

 
Isn’t it the body’s job to correct leadership? If the body doesn’t correct the 
elders, then who does? 
§ We’re never justified when we attempt to correct our leaders. Leaders correct leaders. And if 

leaders won’t correct leaders, then God will do so. 
o In Numbers 12, Miriam corrected Moses and got leprosy. 
o In Numbers 16, Korah corrected Moses and the earth swallowed him up. 
o David didn’t correct Saul, even though Saul was trying to kill him. 
o Nathan corrected David, not the people of Israel (II Samuel 12:15).  
o When Uzziah presumed to take authority that wasn’t his and enter the Temple, the 

priests corrected him, those with authority over the Temple (II Chronicles 26:16-21).  
o When Peter sinned by refusing to eat with non-Jews, Paul corrected him (Galatians 

2:11-14).  
o When Diotrephes refused to use his leadership biblically and disregarded John’s 

authority, John said he would deal with him when he arrived (III John 9,10). He didn't 
authorize the body to discipline Diotrephes.  
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NOTES/IDEAS 
 
§ Winnebago Christianity: Transient Christianty that refuses to plant roots and grow. 
§ Orphan Spirit:  
 
Unity in the Creation: All things functioned together in whole and part, independently and 
collectively. 
 
In Egypt, the great enemy was chaos and the pantheon of gods was designed to foster 
flourishing and keep chaos at bay. The problem was this: they did so in ways that created chaos 
in large swaths of creation (namely, Hebrew slaves) and attempted to secure for their elite, 
royalty, etc. In the end, chaos was interwoven with their entire system of life, perception of 
worship, etc. because the definition was corrupted from the outset. They worshipped false gods, 
idols that demanded the life and blood of slaves and guaranteed the comfort of those lucky 
enough to have power, money, privilege, and position.  
 
 
 
 
Adonijah’s Rebellion 
§ Transition: David left the kingdom in a weakened position because he wouldn’t address the 

leadership aspirations of his son.  
o David is vulnerable; so the kingdom is vulnerable.  

§ Adonijah, along with Joab and Abiathar, plotted to steal the throne from Solomon.  
o When leaders seek allegiance and position but don’t included delegated authority 

(Adonijah intentionally didn’t include Benaniah or Solomon) they’re dividing, whether 
they think they are or not, no matter what we think their intentions are.  

§ Even though David neglected to confront Adonijah’s lust for power, in the waiting Adonijah, 
Joab, and Abiathar were all exposed. Sometimes we think that older leaders, whose age, 
weakness, neglect, etc., creates only confusion, it also has potential to do other things. It can 
expose those with ill intention.  

§ Did David wait to clarify the next king on purpose? Likely not. X 
o David could have made the transition clearer and easier by announcing the next king 

earlier. Though he did tell Solomon, Bathsheba, etc., that Solomon would be king, the 
larger body of leaders didn’t know. Maybe David didn’t say anything earlier because 
Solomon wasn’t ready; or Adonijah needed to be exposed. There’s much to learn in 
patience.  

§ Any who set themselves up as authority usurp authority (I Kings 1:5). They may do it directly, 
by seeking position, or they may to it indirectly, by drawing people to their cause without the 
intention to fill a position.  

o Usurpers kill rightful competitors to the throne (I Kings 1:12). It was true then and it’s 
true now.  
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o When organizations experience a “coup”, those who are rightly ordained to lead will 
be sacrificed by those who usurp authority.  

§ Nathan the prophet places responsibility for the decision in David’s lap but he frames it 
within the history of David’s previous decision and the rebellious actions of Adonijah. How its 
framed makes a huge difference in David’s response (1:22-27).  

§ At the right time and way, David allowed the transition from him to Solomon to be 
accompanied with a display of authentication and power (1:38-40).  

o In the face of division and adversity, wise rulers wait for displays of power and 
authority, doing so for the sake of the gospel and to dismantle counterfeit authority 
with God’s blessing. To move too soon is to move without God’s blessing.  

§ Wise rulers allow those who divide and seek position to experience mercy, despite their 
divisive actions. However, the ruling comes with the conviction that their actions are worthy 
of discipline, that it’s reasonable to exercise discipline, and that the ruler has the place to 
enact the discipline. In the next chapters, Solomon allows divisive men to repent, giving them 
parameters for their relationship with the larger body, protecting the body from their 
influence. However, the law (parameters for their participation) functions to expose the 
sincerity of their repentance or lack thereof.  

o “show himself a worthy man”: would Adonijah surrender to Solomon’s reign? 
o “if wickedness is found in him”: show himself unwilling to relinquish his intention to 

take the throne.  
§ The impact of division and rebellion can be trans-generational. What God forbids in one 

generation (David’s generation) he will allow in the next (Solomon’s). Joab and Shimei were 
adversaries to God’s kingdom, although they were part of it. Their sins preceded them and 
blood was on their hands. Divine justice would have it that David would not enact God’s 
judgment on them; however, Solomon was given authority to do so (I Kings 2:5-9).   

§ I Kings 2:12: The point of this passage is that the kingdom was established for Solomon. 
Threats from Adonijah were squelched and David gave Solomon instruction about how to 
deal with other internal adversaries. For a kingdom to be established, internal adversaries 
must be purged. 

o It’s the job of more mature leaders to establish the leadership of those who follow 
them generationally. We must look beyond our own generation and see the future of 
God’s kingdom in the hands of our spiritual and natural sons and daughters. We must 
purge divisive leaders and equip them with the wisdom to deal with attacks against 
God’s kingdom within their sphere of influence.  

§ I Kings 2:13-46: Then, the true colors of all those who opposed David and Solomon come out. 
And each hung themselves. Leaders need to be willing to let people hang themselves, 
allowing their actions to expose their true intentions. Patience is the name of the game. By 
the time this chapter is over, all four of those who resisted Solomon’s rule were either dead 
or banished and in Abithar’s case, a generational prophetic curse was fulfilled in his life.  

o Adonijah: “You know that the kingdom was mine.” (2:15). He clung to the throne, 
waiting for a time to usurp Solomon’s place. He never gave up his aspirations.  

o Why did Bathsheba ask for David’s concubine for Adonijah? Did she know this would 
erupt in conflict and Adonijah’s death? It seems a shrew way to expose his motives 
and then let his encounter the consequence of his unrestrained passions.  
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o Abiathar was banished. 
o Joab faced the consequence of his bloody deeds; they were brought back on his own 

head. What we do to divide and destroy will result in God’s discipline. No one in 
God’s kingdom will escape the hand of God’s discipline. Those who curse others will 
taste their own curses returned to them.  

 

SPIRITS OF UNITY 
§ Moses: The spirit of mediatorial sacrifice. 
§ Joshua: The spirit of unified vision and directed action. 
§ Ezra and Nehemiah: The spirit of restoration. 
§ David: The spirit of authority. 
§ Solomon: The spirit of prosperity (which requires great dedication and work).  
§ Elijah/Elisha:  
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• Examples of Abusive Authority 
o Eli 
o Saul 
o David 
o Uzziah and the Priests 
o Peter 
o Diotrephes 
o Pharisees & Sadducees (Matthew 22) 

 
• Acceptance is based on agreement. 
  
 


