
LESSON 

IMPACTING NETWORKS 
 
What You Need to //BE// 
§ Available: We need to reprioritize our lives to be available to God’s leading.  
 
What You Need to //KNOW// 
§ Momentum: We impact our networks as we cooperate with gospel momentum. 
§ Trust: We impact our networks as we build trust. 
 
What You Need to //DO// 
§ Family: Include those who live in your networks in your family. 
§ Image-Bearers: Show those who live in your networks a gospel-saturated life. 
§ Ambassadors: Serve those who live in your networks practically and supernaturally. 
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BUILDING MOMENTUM & TRUST 
 
Introduction 
Gospel momentum happens when our faithfulness to God’s instruction is intertwined with God’s 
faithfulness to his promises. Though we can’t control the move of God’s Spirit, we can cooperate 
with his promises and principles to cultivate the soil in our relational networks. There are five 
interconnected steps toward momentum we can apply. 
 
Building Momentum & Trust 
§ Pray to Discern: Momentum begins with prayer. As Jesus promises us, the Holy Spirit has 

been given to us to reveal God’s heart (John 15:15-16) and lead us into truth (John 14:26). As 
we pray, we can expect to hear the voice of Jesus leading us into his vision for our relational 
networks. Pray in solitude, with your family, and with those in your networks.  

o Trust: We build trust with others when we’ve cared enough to pray. 
o Advantage: The advantage of a relational network is that we usually have a consistent 

point of contact with others and, as a result, we’re more informed as we pray. 
§ Intersect to Listen: Like Jesus listened to the Samaritan woman at the well with prophetic 

ears, so we’re to listen to the people in our networks. As we intersect with them in 
responsibilities, roles, casual encounters, and friendship, we’re there to hear the burdens, 
bondages, and brokenness of their hearts. 

o Trust: Listen to what matters to them and don’t answer questions they’re not asking. 
o Advantage: The advantage of a relational network is that lives already intersect. 

§ Serve to Engage: From listening to the people in our networks, we will begin to get a sense of 
who they are, what they need, and how the Spirit might lead us to serve them. With the 
doors that discernment opens, we can begin to serve the practical, spiritual, and relational 
needs of others. 

o Trust: Do what you say you’re going to do. 
o Advantage: The advantage of a relational network is that our culture is built on 

networks (rather than neighborhoods) so there’s more personal opportunity to serve. 
§ Invite to Include: Through service and relationship, we will connect with people who want to 

share their life. When they share their life, they’re inviting us in and including us in their life. 
Likewise, we’re to share our life, invite them in, and include them in the story God’s telling in 
and through us.  

o Trust: Invite them to tell their story and invite them into your story.  
o Advantage: The advantage of a relational network is that it’s more natural to share 

time with people that we already share time with. 
§ Share to Call: If we continue to pray and walk in gospel courage, God will provide 

opportunities for us to call others to follow Jesus. When he does, step into the leading of his 
Spirit and call others to follow Jesus.  

o Trust: Call others to follow Jesus without pressure to do so. 
o Advantage: The advantage of a relational network is the consistent proximity, giving 

us a natural pathway to continue conversations consistently.  
  



WORKSHEET 

NEIGHBORHOOD & NETWORK  
 
In this worksheet, we will explore a process to think about and move toward impacting our 
neighborhoods and relational networks. There are ways we can built gospel influence and 
momentum. Mingling the work of God’s Spirit and our efforts, we can impact those around us 
with gospel freedom. 
 
The Five Steps 
 
§ Pray to Discern: What is your plan to pray and listen to God’s voice in his Word? 

o What biblical texts and stories are relevant to your neighborhood and network? 
o How does the Bible and your context shape your prayer strategy? 
o How can you engage in prayer walks? Pray with people in your networks? 

§ Intersect to Listen: How to you intend to intersect with your neighbors and networks? 
o Who do you sense the Spirit is calling you to impact? 
o What conversations have you had about their needs, problems, and hopes? 
o What needs, problems, and opportunities to you see? 
o What are the underlying issues to the needs, problems, and opportunities? 

§ Serve to Engage 
o What are three-to-five different ways you might respond to the needs, problems, and 

opportunities in your neighborhoods and networks? 
o What potential problems, offense, or confusion might your approaches create? 
o What are some of the key resources you might use? 
o How will you serve in Jesus’ name, bringing the gospel into your service? 

§ Invite to Include 
o How can you invite people to share life with you? 
o How can you invite people into relationship with you? 
o How can you respond to others’ invitation to participate in their life? 

§ Share to Call 
o What fruit is the Spirit is leading you to contend for? How do you know when you’ve 

hit the mark the Spirit’s put before you? Think in these three areas? 
§ Formation: Are people being formed into Jesus’ image? How do you know? 
§ Community: Are people integrated and participating in community? 
§ Witness: Are people hearing the gospel and responding in faith?  

o In what ways can you share your story? What themes are most relevant? 
o How can you shape the story of the gospel to invite others to follow Jesus? 
o What are you going to do when people start coming?  


