
LESSON 

IMPACTING NEIGHBORHOODS 
 
What You Need to //BE// 
§ Available: We need to reprioritize our lives to be available to God’s leading.  
 
What You Need to //KNOW// 
§ Momentum: We impact our neighborhood as we cooperate with gospel momentum. 
§ Trust: We impact our neighborhood as we build trust. 
 
What You Need to //DO// 
§ Family: Include those who live in your neighborhood in your family. 
§ Image-Bearers: Show those who live in your neighborhood a gospel-saturated life. 
§ Ambassadors: Serve those who live in your neighborhood practically and supernaturally. 
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BUILDING MOMENTUM & TRUST 
 
Introduction 
Gospel momentum happens when our faithfulness to God’s instruction is intertwined with God’s 
faithfulness to his promises. Though we can’t control the move of God’s Spirit, we can cooperate 
with his promises and principles to cultivate the soil in our neighborhoods. There are five 
interconnected steps toward momentum we can apply. 
 
Building Momentum & Trust 
§ Pray to Discern: Momentum begins with prayer. As Jesus promises us, the Holy Spirit has 

been given to us to reveal God’s heart (John 15:15-16) and lead us into truth (John 14:26). As 
we pray, we can expect to hear the voice of Jesus leading us into his vision for our 
neighborhoods. Pray in solitude and with your family, do prayer walks, and pray with those 
you encounter in your neighborhoods.  

o Trust: We build trust with others if we’ve cared enough to pray. 
§ Intersect to Listen: Like Jesus listened to the Samaritan woman at the well with prophetic 

ears, so we’re to listen to the people in our neighborhoods. As we intersect with them in 
casual encounters and friendship, we’re there to hear the burdens, bondages, and 
brokenness of their hearts. 

o Trust: Listen to what matters to them and don’t answer questions they’re not asking. 
§ Serve to Engage: From listening to the people in our neighborhoods, we will begin to get a 

sense of who they are, what they need, and how the Spirit might lead us to serve them. With 
the doors that discernment opens, we can begin to serve the practical, spiritual, and 
relational needs of others. 

o Trust: Do what you say you’re going to do. 
§ Invite to Include: Through service and relationship, we will connect with people who want to 

share their life. When they share their life, they’re inviting us in and including us in their life. 
Likewise, we’re to share our life, invite them in, and include them in the story God’s telling in 
and through us.  

o Trust: Invite them to tell their story and invite them into your story.  
§ Share to Call: If we continue to pray and walk in gospel courage, God will provide 

opportunities for us to call others to follow Jesus. When he does, step into the leading of his 
Spirit and call others to follow Jesus.  

o Trust: Call others to follow Jesus without pressure to do so. 


