
LESSON 

HELPING OTHERS TELL THEIR STORY 
 
Introduction 
The gospel comes to us through a story and then invites us into that story through Jesus’ life, 
death and resurrection. We want to help others tell their story well. However, learning to see 
and respond to the gospel story and then integrate our story into it takes grace, patience, and 
the Holy Spirit. This lesson will help you help others discover and tell their story.  
 
What You Need to //BE// to Help Others Tell Their Story 
1. Be FAMILY 
2. Be an IMAGE-BEARER 
3. Be an AMBASSADOR 
 
What You Need to //KNOW// to Help Others Tell Their Story 
1. Trust: People will only share as much as they trust you. 
2. Transparency: People will only trust you as much as you are transparent. 
3. Humility: You will be transparent only to the degree you have tasted the gospel. 
4. Story: You will taste the gospel only as much as you’re willing to live the gospel story.  
 
What You Need to //DO// to Help Others Tell Their Story 
§ Telling: We need to own our stories before the gospel and patiently help others. 
§ Hearing: We need to hear the gospel and help others do the same. 
§ Retelling: We need to show the power and relevance of the gospel in us—and in others. 
§ Sharing: We need to tell our story in ways others can understand and receive.  
 
 
 
 
 
  FAMILY

Community

IMAGE-
BEARERS
Formation

AMBASSAD
ORS

Witness



HELPING OTHERS TELL THEIR STORY 
 
Telling Their Story—The Process 
Without doubt, we tread onto holy ground when others tell their story to us. So, the way we 
walk through this process with them matters. Here are some important tips. 
1. Help others listen to their version of their story, not the version they think they should share 

or the version they think others require of them. 
2. People are afraid of their story because their sin looks too big for Jesus to remedy. Remind 

them they’re on a journey of discovery and that Jesus is a faithful shepherd. 
3. Don’t rush in to rescue them from their fear, despair, or pain. It may be the first time they’ve 

confronted the truth of their story. If we fix their problems, they don’t learn to trust Jesus, 
they learn to trust us instead. 

4. When people tell their story, it’s a dynamic, Spirit-led process of discovery. The Holy Spirit 
must be present to illuminate people’s need for the gospel and confirm the promises of the 
gospel. We can’t force or contrive the story, its meaning, or its impact.  

5. People want to tell their story because they want to live with meaning.  
 
Hearing the Gospel Story—The Process 
Many hear the gospel story but don’t actually hear it. Only when the word of the gospel is 
mingled with the power of the Spirit can someone hear Jesus. Our responsibility is to impart the 
gospel as the true story of the world and the story humans were destined to live. Here are some 
important tips to convey gospel truth and power. 
1. Plot: People need to hear and see that the gospel story is their story, that God renews them 

so they can participate in the events, conflicts, and impact of the story. 
2. Characters: People need to learn to see Jesus as the primary character in the story, not them, 

not others, and not the powers of hell. 
3. Setting: People need to know that Jesus wants to invade the places where our life happens 

and the times when our life unfolds.  
4. Point of View: People need to hear that God’s view of their life, the world, and eternity is 

what they can trust. As a result, they need to seek God’s eyes for their life. 
5. Themes: People need to know that meaning in life found only to the degree that we 

encounter the gospel personally and then impart it to others.  
 
Retelling Their Story—The Process 
As people learn to retell their story through the gospel, there are helpful concepts to emphasize. 
1. Plot: God uses the events, conflicts, and impact of our life to showcase his salvation. 
2. Character: As one character in the gospel story, Jesus wants us to listen and respond to his 

promises to change us into his image. Our concern for others is good and right only to the 
degree we’re willing to respond to Jesus first. If we’re more concerned about others 
changing, then we take on the role of the author—and that spot is already filled. 

3. Setting: When we learn to retell our story in the light of the gospel, we discover that God was 
present there and then, even though we thought he was absent or impotent.  



4. Point of View: Retelling our story through the gospel invites us to see with heaven’s eyes. 
Only as people are willing to have their perceptions renewed will they see God’s promises 
unfold in their story. No matter what, the events of our past life are set. But when we receive 
Jesus’ eyes, we have authority and power to interpret them toward life, rather than death. 

5. Themes: As believers learn to tell their story through gospel eyes, themes emerge. While 
there are numerous possible themes, three core themes should be emphasized: redemption, 
reconciliation, and restoration. Redemption speaks to the way we’re been freed from 
bondage. Reconciliation speaks to the way we are reconnected in life-giving relationship with 
Jesus. Restoration speaks to the way God makes us whole by renewing our identity and call.  

 
Sharing Their Story—The Process 
When people start sharing their story with others, we want them to experience confidence and 
fruitfulness. Here are some helpful tips. 
1. Have them complete the resource “Discovering and Tell our Story”. Help them develop a 

one-minutes, five-minute, and ten-minute version of your story. 
2. Help people find the most powerful themes from their story. Use these different themes to 

develop their story.  
3. Encourage people to share their story with others in this order: two-to-three people in their 

Life Group, one believer outside Twenty Six Eight, a close friend who doesn’t know Jesus but 
is willing to listen to their story, and then someone in their neighborhood or relational 
network that has shown interest in building a relationship with them.  

 
Leader’s Meeting Notes 
§ Weekly Meetings: Saturate’s “How to Share Your Story” 
§ Personal Work/One-on-One: “Discover and Tell our Story” 


