
LIFE GROUPS 

CHILDREN’S GUIDELINES 
 
Responsibility 
While both parents share in the privilege of raising children, the buck stops with fathers (Psalm 
127; Ephesians 6:1-3). So we expect fathers to be responsible for their children. If a single mom 
attends, she’s responsible for her children. Any parents who need help can ask.  
 
Atmosphere 
What does it feel like when we’re gathered? Does it feel like there’s a sense of honor and peace, 
awareness and deference, patience and politeness? If so, we’re hitting the mark. If not, we need 
to adjust and get back on track.  
 
Listening 
Your children need to listen to you. If they are, great! If they’re not, you’ll need to adjust your 
methods. If you don’t know how, ask us. We’ll help you.  
 
Honor 
Children are expected to honor and defer to adults, especially the aged. They can: greet others, 
let them go first in line, get out of their way, listen to them and not interrupt, and so on.  
 
Where and What 
We need to know where are children are and what they’re doing. When we do, there’s peace. 
When we don’t, there’s no peace. If an authorized adult—you or someone else—can’t see them, 
they probably shouldn’t be where they are or doing what they’re doing.  
 
Respect for Things 
Are they treating things within their design? Couches, toys, games, walls, and especially other 
people. We all know when something is being used within its design intention. Our job is to help 
our children behave within these parameters. 
 
Return 
We’re successful if the host home wants our children to return to their home. If the host doesn’t 
want them to return, we need to apologize and change strategies. This especially includes 
leaving our children’s messes cleaned up. 
 
Participation 
Children are to behave in ways appropriate for their age and the gathering. If they’re not doing 
so, please remove them from the situation (so we don't distract others) and do what’s necessary 
to train them in private. 
 


