
4—ACCEPT 
 
 

We interact with others the way Jesus 
thinks about them. 

 
 

PRINCIPLES 
 
Give Freely: Acceptance Means We Give Without the Expectation of Return 
Gospel acceptance means we give life without demanding a return from our investment (Luke 
14:12-14). To accept others in the name of Jesus (literally, the authority, power, and vision of 
Jesus), we freely give. Unlike the world, we refuse to manipulate others by holding them hostage 
to our expectations. So, the outworking of gospel acceptance means we give others the freedom 
to choose how they will respond to the gifts of grace God offers through us. Jesus’ instruction to 
invite those who can’t repay us doesn’t mean we earn our way into grace through social justice 
or proud pity. Rather, it calls us to give grace unconditionally despite the death we see at work in 
others’ lives. In fact, the reason others need God’s unconditional acceptance is that it cultivates a 
thirst for his purifying, transforming grace.  
 
Judgment: We Refuse to Judge or Condemn Others 
Gospel acceptance calls us to refuse to judge or condemn others (Matthew 7:1-5). By judgment, 
we mean that we refuse to make decisions about others over which we have no jurisdiction. By 
condemnation, we mean we refuse to enact God’s curse of death on anyone, in any form, 
without authority to do so. If we offer life to others only when we think they deserve it, then we 
cut off the flow of grace to all of us. We don’t receive it. Others don’t receive it through us. The 
result is graceless relationships and community, a place where we’re prone to devour one 
another rather than bless one another.  
 
Proximity: Acceptance Means We’re with People Where They Live 
Gospel acceptance depends on proximity. We must be close enough to people—relationally, 
physically, spiritually—to interact with the mess of their lives. Proximity calls us to know their 
family, friends, hobbies, interests, weakness, failures, and even their secrets. We go to their 
house. Their children make messes in our house. We hear their complaints. They see our faults. 
The only way we accept others in the power of the gospel is to be with them in the places where 
gospel acceptance is needed.  
 
Trust: Acceptance Requires the Arduous Task of Trust Building 



We receive God’s goodness when we trust him. Others’ receive God’s goodness through us 
when they experience genuine acceptance through us. Like the layers of an onion, people slowly, 
cautiously, fearfully expose their hearts. It happens one, slow step after another. Each step along 
the way, they show us some aspect of their life: their music choices or sexual addictions or weird 
family members or hobbies. As they do, they’re testing the waters, wondering if we’re willing 
and able to accept them in this new step of intimacy. When we do, we’re can receive and give 
the gospel in new, powerful ways.  
 

PRACTICES 
 
Practical ways we interact with others as Jesus thinks about them. 
§ Listen to others’ story without fixing or correcting anything. 
§ Spend time in others’ family and personal life setting. 
§ Speak words of hope, promise, and affirmation despite others’ current lifestyle. 
§ We cover the offenses and shortcomings they display with grace and forgiveness. 
§ We embrace others’ failure and sin as God’s way to shape us—and don’t demand they 

change to be in relationship with them. 
§ We invite them into settings and relationships they may not have earned or deserve, based 

on their current maturity. 
§ Show hospitality to others’ in areas where their hospitality is weak or broken.  
§ Engage them in personal and corporate settings (Life Groups, Sabbath) so they’re 

comfortable and can participate in what’s going on.  
§ Treat guests at church and corporate gatherings like we treat guests in our home.  
§ Help people connect with those who will create a wider net of meaningful relationship.  
§ Offer practical service even if others’ behavior may not be responsible. 
§ We speak kind words when they are and aren’t present. 
§ Discover others’ temperament, greatest fears, and unique challenges so you can interact 

with them in ways that are significant to them.  
§ Invite them into places and settings that are meaningful to us, whether they fully understand 

the significance of the experience.  
 
Practical ways we reject people without knowing it. 
§ When others tell us about their life situations that are like our life experiences, we say: 

o I’ve been through that too—and here’s what God did for me. 
o It will be okay.  
o Here’s what I think you need to do. 
o I don’t really see a problem. 

§ Don’t meaningful acknowledge their presence.  
§ Make jokes about some element of their life or personality. 
§ Make commitments and don’t keep them.  
 
 



ACTIVITY 
§ Who in your Life Group needs to taste acceptance? 
§ What major hurdle do they face to receive gospel acceptance? 
§ How can you convey that acceptance in the next month? 
§ How can you equip your group members to give and receive acceptance? 
 
 
 


