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TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
New Ideas for the Lesson Series 
§ Have each lesson answer a key question to the human dilemma 
§ Have each lesson teach the way the gospel is revealed. 
§ Identify theological themes that will run through every lesson: redemption, freedom, etc. 
 
Outline 
1. Gospel: What is the Gospel? 

a. We need to put the restoration of our identity in the Messiah, in Israel, and to the 
Torah, in the context of the kingdom and gospel. 

2. Kingdom: What is God’s kingdom and how does his kingdom lead to our commission? 
a. God commissioned humans to bear his image and operate in his domain. 
b. Salvation is the restoration of our identity and commission to fulfill God’s purpose. 

3. Covenant:  
4. Abraham: Yahweh promised to restore abundant, eternal life (blessing) to the world through 

Abraham and his descendants. 
5. Sinai: Yahweh appointed Israel to be his anointed representatives by giving them a new 

identity through covenant relationship (Exodus 19:5,6).  
a. Abraham’s family became the nation of Israel. 
b. The basis of their identity was God’s unconditional grace to bless them with abundant, 

eternal life and their unreserved faith to trust him. 
c. Trust is fidelity of heart, expressed as obedience.  
d. The covenant at Sinai defined what God’s abundant, eternal life looked like in God’s 

chosen people.  
e. Now that they were redeemed, what would their allegiance to God and calling in the 

world look like in daily life? 
6. David: Yahweh made a covenant with King David to send a king/healer who would actualize 

his reign. 
7. New Covenant: Yahweh made a new covenant with his chosen people to bring all his 

previous covenants to their intended purpose. 
a. Redemption 
b. Reconciliation 
c. Restoration  

8. Reconciled: Because we’re Abraham’s descendants by faith in the Messiah, we’re reconciled 
to Jesus. 

a. Believers are sons and daughters of Abraham. 
b. If we are adopted into Abraham’s family, we’re to live as God called his family to live. 

9. Grafted In: Because we’re Abraham’s descendants by faith in the Messiah, we’re grafted into 
Israel. 

10. Covenant Participants: Because we’re Abraham’s descendants by faith in the Messiah, we’re 
covenant participants in all of God’s covenants with Israel. 
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11. Hope: Because we’re Abraham’s descendants by faith in the Messiah, we live with hope in 
God’s restoration of all things given to his people, Israel, in Jesus.  

a. If we have the hope of Israel, then we have her identity, promises, and 
responsibilities. 

12. We Have God: Because we’re Abraham’s descendants by faith in the Messiah, we now have 
God in the world.  

 
Out Boxes/Articles 
§ What is the Torah?  
§ What did Jesus teach about the Torah and how did he live? 
§ What about Paul’s letters and statements about the Torah? 
§ What about legalism?  
§ Who is Israel/the Jews? 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Vision 
The Introduction to Messianic Life Life Group trains believers to develop convictions consistent 
with Messianic theology and implement those convictions in practical ways. 
 
What You Will Learn and Experience 
This material explores Messianic theology. It will cover: 
§ The gospel story, how Jesus fits into it, and its core themes. 
§ Our identity in Abraham’s family and Jesus’ body. 
§ An introduction to God’s covenants with Israel.  
§ The Apostolic Scriptures view of Israel and the Torah. 
 
The Core Question 
The core question we will explore in this material is, who are we? 
 
By answering the identity question, can we understand God’s purpose, vision, and instruction.  
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GOSPEL 
 

THE BIG IDEAS IN THIS LESSON 
 
§ The Bible’s narrative arc reveals the kingdom and gospel. 
§ The Bible’s narrative arc reveals themes that help us understand God’s eternal purpose.  
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Questions We Often Face… 
§ “Are you a church or what?” 
§ “Are you Jewish? Or Christian?” 
§ “If you’re not Jewish, why do you do Jewish stuff?” 
§ “Why do you follow Jesus if you do Jewish stuff?” 
§ “Jesus was Jewish, yeah, but didn’t Paul start a new religion?” 
 
Our Challenge 
§ How do we self-identify so we’re clear and others are clear about our identity and practice? 
 
The Solution 
§ We find a clear and simple answers when we center our Messianic convictions within the 

kingdom and gospel story.  
 
Steps in this Lesson 
§ In small groups, read through the gospel story. 
§ At the end of each section, answer two questions: 

o What did I discover about the gospel? 
o How does this answer questions about Messianic convictions? 

§ As a large group, talk through the key themes of the gospel story and answer: 
o How do these themes help me see the big picture of the gospel? 
o How might this big-picture view impact my view of Messianic convictions? 

§ Review the homework assignment for the coming week. 
 

THE GOSPEL STORY 
 
The Beginning, the Fall, and the Promise  
Before the beginning, there was God, who existed outside of time in a communal relationship 
with himself as the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. They shared perfect deity, eternality, 
self-existence, and unity. Then, God created the universe. As the Creator, he had the right to 
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decide what was real and true; what was good and evil; what was right and wrong; and what was 
meaningful and significant.  
 
On the sixth creation day, God made Adam and Eve. They lived in unhindered intimacy and 
perfect relationship with God and one another. Through his sustaining presence, they walked in 
abundant, eternal life. Then, God blessed them, which meant they had authority and power to 
multiply life (Genesis 1:22,28). Additionally, God gave Adam and Eve his image: they alone were 
like him. And he gave them his dominion: they possessed God’s authority and power to do what 
he wanted. Sharing his blessing, image, and dominion, they could multiply generations of people 
who loved God and expanded his life. 
 
In the center of the garden, God planted two trees: the Tree of Life and the Tree of Knowledge of 
Good and Evil. If Adam and Eve ate from the Tree of Life they would live, showing they trusted 
God was the only source of life. If they ate from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, they 
would die, showing they thought life didn't come from God (Genesis 2:15-17). A tempter came 
and twisted God’s promises. Listening to the tempter, Adam and Eve wrongly believed they 
could become like God and be their own source of life (Genesis 3:4,5). After they made this 
choice, their image was defiled and their dominion, corrupted. They were cut off from God’s 
presence and from intimacy and relationship. Death overtook them; life was gone. They tried to 
repair the devastation on their own but it didn’t work. In response, God did the only thing left to 
do: he sent them out of his presence (Genesis 3:22-24). Because death was their new identity, 
they were no longer the type of people who could be with him. 
 
But God wasn’t willing to discard Adam and Eve. He made a promise to give Eve a child (called 
the Seed), who would reconcile humanity to God (Genesis 3:15). Eve’s Seed would restore 
people to God by becoming a substitute who would die in humanity’s place, so they didn’t have 
to die (Genesis 3:21). The same love that created the world intervened to save it. 
 
Expansion and People of the Promise  
From Adam and Eve came nations. Eventually, like Adam and Eve, everyone rebelled against God 
and labored under death and deception. Centuries later, God appeared to a man named 
Abraham and made an unbreakable agreement with him (called a covenant), which confirmed 
and expanded God’s promise to Eve. In this covenant, God promised that Abraham would be 
blessed with abundant, eternal life; his name would be great; he would receive the land of Israel 
as an eternal inheritance; and all the nations of the world would be blessed through him and his 
family (Genesis 12:1-3). However, God made a stipulation: Abraham only received God’s blessing 
if he trusted in him and his Seed, the One who would become the substitute sacrifice (Genesis 
22; Galatians 3:8,9). This left Abraham in the position that he couldn’t do anything to earn or 
merit God’s blessing—he could only trust. Adam and Eve failed to trust God (they ate from the 
wrong tree, remember?). But in Abraham, we saw what trust looked like so we could trust God 
and receive his blessing of life (Romans 4).  
 
Abraham’s family grew into a nation, called Israel. After four hundred years of bondage in Egypt, 
Israel was miraculously freed by God’s power. Then, God brought the entire nation to a 
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supernatural encounter with him. In this experience, he invited Israel to carry his identity, 
represent his purposes on earth, and be a kingdom of priests (Exodus 19:4-6). They would bring 
Abraham’s blessing of life to the nations and reveal the promise of a restoring, reconciling Seed. 
When he invited them to be his people, he made another covenant. In this covenant, he 
revealed who he was, who they were, and how they were to live his purposes (Exodus 20:1-17; 
Deuteronomy 4-6). This covenant was written down and came to be known as The Torah. As a 
nation, they accepted God’s invitation: he was their God; their identity and lifestyle was detailed 
in the Torah; they were empowered to be light to the nations; and they were promised the land 
of Israel (a geographic location representing God’s promises). Keep in mind: while God’s 
covenant with Israel was corporate, each member of the nation was called to maintain a 
personal, trusting relationship with God, like Abraham did. 
 
The Kingdom and Prophets of the Promise 
Eventually, Israel inherited the Promised Land. From this place, God would be their King. And 
from this place, they were called to be life and light to the nations. Unfortunately, they struggled 
to remain faithful to God, walk in his covenants, and obey him. Repeatedly, they compromised: 
they worshipped false gods, practiced immorality, and engaged in various forms of injustice. 
While God was faithful to love them, he also brought correction to their unfaithfulness through 
enemy attacks, weather, crops, and financial problems. 
 
Eventually, God raised up a king named David, with whom he made a third covenant. In this 
covenant, he promised one of David’s descendants would rule Israel perfectly and sit on his 
throne forever. This was God’s promise to restore his eternal kingdom of life. And the One who 
would rule on David’s throne was also the Seed, the substitute sacrifice promised to Eve and 
Abraham. 
 
For almost 1,000 years, Yahweh blessed Israel but they continued to be unfaithful. Throughout 
this time, God sent prophets (men who spoke his words) to tell Israel to turn around and worship 
Yahweh. They didn’t listen. Eventually, God let foreign nations attack, destroy, and carry Israel 
into captivity. In this dark time, the prophets revealed a fourth covenant that God would make 
with Israel, called The New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34). It promised God would give Israel new 
hearts and fill them with his Spirit. He would forgive their sin. With renewal and forgiveness, they 
would know him and be his people forever. And this promise would be fulfilled through a Chosen 
One (called The Messiah, who was Eve’s Seed, Abraham’s Son, and David’s Heir). The Messiah 
would embody God’s kingdom and bring healing, restoration, and renewal to Israel and the 
nations. In spite of Israel’s unfaithfulness, God’s faithfulness was so relentless, he promised he 
would give her a new heart. Then, she would be faithful to him. And from his promise to save his 
people, all the nations would know he was powerful enough to save them as well (Isaiah 49:6). 
 
The Promise Arrives 
When Jesus was born, he was the Promised Seed and Messiah (Luke 1-2). In him, God’s kingdom 
had come. He perfectly carried God’s image and exercised his dominion. Through Jesus’ life, 
people began to see God’s promised restoration and as he ministered, his message was simple: 
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God’s kingdom has arrived so repent (turn away from everything that’s sin and death) and trust 
that God is the only One who can overcome death with life (Mark 1:14,15).  
 
At the end of Jesus’ life, he was killed on a cross, which fulfilled the promise of a sacrificial 
substitute who would destroy sin and death, taking into himself all the condemnation, 
punishment, rejection, and alienation we deserved. Then, the life and blessing he deserved he 
freely offered to any who trusted in him (Isaiah 53:1-12; I John 4:10). Three days after he died, 
he was resurrected and accomplished complete victory over death (Psalm 16:10,11). Then, he 
returned to his Father’s presence. He now sits as the reigning King of life, having received 
authority and power (Philippians 2:5-11). 
 
The Promise Unleashed 
After Jesus was resurrected, he told his followers to take the Good News of his kingdom to Israel 
and the world. He called them to share the same message he preached: repent because God’s 
kingdom of life is invading. They were to tell others about his kingdom, his death and 
resurrection, his reign as King, and his promise of life (Matthew 28:18-20).  
 
Ten days after his ascension, Jesus gave his followers supernatural power to accomplish the task 
of sharing his message. On this day, the promise of the New Covenant was fulfilled: they were 
forgiven, and they received new hearts. God’s personal presence (the Holy Spirit) filled them 
with power so they could be like Jesus and do what he did (Acts 2). As they lived holy lives, 
preached about Jesus and his kingdom, and did miracles, Jews and non-Jews began to follow 
Jesus, too. The promise God made to Abraham (and to Eve and David and the entire nation of 
Israel) to bless his family and all the nations was coming to pass.  
 
Since the days of Jesus’ first disciples, God’s kingdom continues to grow. In every generation, 
Jesus calls Jews and non-Jews to receive and extend his life. Our generation is no different. He 
calls everyone to repent and trust he’s the only Way, Truth, and Life (John 14:6).  
 
When people trust in Jesus (Galatians 3:29; Ephesians 2:11-13), they are: 
§ Reconciled to Jesus and become sons or daughters of God. 
§ Adopted into God’s people Israel with all the benefits and responsibilities. 
§ Participants in all God’s covenants and promises to Abraham and Israel. 
§ Recipients of the hope of eternal life in God’s presence. 
§ Recipients of the promise of God’s abiding presence.  
And like the first followers of Jesus, we’re called to bring the message of his kingdom to others 
through our lives, our words, and his supernatural works.  
 
The Future of the Promise 
While Jesus reigns in heaven as the Eternal King now, he will return someday to rule the nations 
from Jerusalem. When he does, his roles as God’s King, Healer, Prophet, Redeemer, and Judge 
will be completely fulfilled. He will restore the earth to perfection. The entire nation of Israel will 
be saved, proving God is faithful to his promises (Romans 11:26). And the nations of the world 
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will submit to his rule and experience his life. There will be no death, no tears, no injustice, and 
no impurity. We will forever dwell in the glorious beauty of God’s life and love  
(Revelation 21:1-4). 
 
Everyone will be resurrected from the dead and stand before God’s throne to give an account 
for how they responded to him (II Corinthians 5:10). Those who trusted in Jesus will be 
resurrected from the dead and forever live in his presence (I Thessalonians 4:13-18). And those 
who rejected him will be swallowed up by death (John 5:25-29). 
 

KEY THEMES OF THE GOSPEL STORY 
 
God 
Yahweh is the Creator and Sovereign over the universe. He’s the King over everyone and 
everything. He revealed Himself as the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
God’s Word 
God revealed Himself and all His purposes through His written word. As they were recorded 
across generations, they perfectly contained the words God spoke to humanity. This revelation is 
perfect and complete. 
 
The Fall 
Creation was corrupted through rebellion and operates under sin, death, and the devil. Everyone 
and everything is dying because everyone rejected God as their rightful king and the only source 
of life. 
 
The Seed 
God promised Adam one of his distant descendants would redeem, reconcile, and restore all 
things to a right relationship with God.  
 
God’s Covenant with Noah 
God promised he would preserve humanity and creation so his eternal purpose would be 
fulfilled and his blessing would fill the universe.  
 
God’s Covenant with Abraham 
God chose a man named Abraham and his family as the conduit of restoration. Abraham would 
receive blessing, a great name, and the land of Israel. Through his family, all nations would be 
blessed, which means they would be restored to abundant, eternal life. This would happen as 
people trusted in God’s promise to bless them with eternal life, just as Abraham trusted in God.  
 
The Exodus 
Abraham’s family when into bondage in Egypt. God freed them miraculously, showing us 
humanity’s pathway out of sin and death. The key symbol was the lamb’s blood. 
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God’s Covenant with Israel at Sinai 
God chose Abraham’s family, Israel, to be his special people. God gave the Torah (Genesis-
Deuteronomy) to reveal His eternal purposes and provide a foundation upon which God’s people 
would trust and obey Him. They would bear His image and fulfill His dominion through covenant 
faithfulness. Their communal life would model blessing through holiness and priestly 
intercession. And they would invite the nations into God’s blessing. 
 
Israel’s Unfaithfulness 
Israel failed to live up to her calling and rejected God as her king. 
 
The Prophets 
God gave the books of the Prophets and Writings to confirm his kingdom was expanding on the 
earth and his promises were unfailing. These books also functioned to call Israel and the nations 
back to faithfulness to God as revealed in the Torah. 
 
God’s Covenant with David 
God promised king David, Israel’s second king, that he would send a king who would redeem, 
reconcile, and restore Israel—and the nations through Israel—to Yahweh. This king would come 
through David’s family line. Despite Israel’s unfaithfulness, he would be the new Adam, the 
perfect Israelite, the iconic Servant, and the Reigning King. He would suffer, be resurrected, and 
reign as king. This perfect One was called “The Messiah”. 
 
The New Covenant 
In the New Covenant, given in one of Israel’s darkest hours, God promised to redeem Israel by 
forgiving her sin. He promised to reconcile Israel by bringing her back into an exclusive 
relationship Yahweh by knowing him in covenant faithfulness. And he promised to restore Israel 
by transforming their hearts through his Spirit. He would do this by sending his Spirit of life to 
live in them and write his ways on their hearts.  
 
The Nations 
The nations were always included in God’s eternal purposes. Israel was to be the prototype 
nation, calling all other nations back to relationship with Yahweh through faith. 
 
The Messiah 
Jesus was the promised Messiah and ushered in God’s promises. His life demonstrated he was 
God’s Son, the promised King, the One who fulfilled God’s promises, and God Himself in human 
form. He came as a man, died, was resurrected bodily, ascended to the Father, and now reigns 
as the King of the universe. His death and resurrection vindicated his claim to be God’s Son and 
the only one worthy of reigning in God’s place. 
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Salvation 
Those who trust Jesus is the Messiah are redeemed, reconciled, and restored to life, whether 
Jewish or not. They are grafted into Abraham’s family, Israel, and share in all the elements of her 
covenants, calling, and communal life. Jewish people who reject Jesus as the Messiah are broken 
off from the root of Abraham and have no claim to eternal life, just as non-Jewish people who 
don't trust Jesus have no claim to eternal life. 
 
The Holy Spirit 
Jesus sent the Spirit to dwell in his people individually and collectively. In the power of the Spirit, 
God fulfill the promises of the New Covenant: redemption, reconciliation, and restoration in 
those who trust in him.  
 
Expanded Israel—The Church 
Jesus’ kingdom reign flows exclusively through Abraham’s family, also known by other titles 
including: expanded Israel, the church, the body, his bride, and the ekklesia. These titles are 
different ways to describe the same entity. To fulfill his promise to Abraham, God gathers 
individuals from every nation into Abraham’s family. This gathering is Israel as she was always 
intended to be: people who trust God and obey him.  
 
Restoration 
Because Jesus reigns as king, he will restore all things to God including: the people of Israel to 
relationship with Him through Jesus, the land of Israel to Abraham’s natural family, the non-
Jewish nations to repentance, and creation itself. God will never break His promises to Israel. He 
will change their corporate heart, they will accept Jesus as their king, and follow Him in 
faithfulness. 
 
Jesus’ Return 
The Messiah will physically return and reign over the nations for all eternity from Jerusalem, 
sitting on David’s throne. 
 
Resurrection & Eternal Life 
Those who trusted in Jesus in ages past will be resurrected bodily to eternal life when he returns 
and will reign with him on earth forever. Those who trust in him and are alive when he returns 
will receive eternal life at that moment. Jesus will cleanse the universe of sin and death and 
triumph over his enemies. All those who reject Jesus will suffer the judgment of eternal death. 
God will make a new heavens and new earth. Sin and death will be destroyed. Only life will exist. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
When we understand the kingdom and gospel, we can place our identity and call into the larger 
framework of God’s eternal purpose. 
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HOMEWORK 
 
§ Read through the gospel story and key themes of the gospel twice this week. 
§ Develop a “scripture timeline” of the gospel story and key themes. To do this, you will: 

o Find key chapters, passages, or verses that convey the story and themes. 
o Look in the Torah, History, Prophets, Gospels, and Epistles. 
o Bring your scripture timeline to the next Life Group meeting.  

§ As a devotional tool, use the key themes worksheets to spend time in daily prayer. The 
purpose of this is help you learn to pray, “May your kingdom come…” in a new way. Write 
your insights in a journal.  

 
New Homework: Review different “narratives” from culture and compare to themes of the 
biblical narrative. 
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KINGDOM 
 

THE BIG IDEAS IN THIS LESSON 
 
§ The components of God’s kingdom define the context of his purpose. 
§ Jesus is the fulfillment and focus of God’s kingdom.  
§ When we the understand the context of God’s kingdom, we can grasp our commission in it.  
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
When Jesus arrived in human form, he declared God’s kingdom had arrived. The assumption in 
his message was based on the gospel story: Yahweh would restore the world through the 
promised Messiah. Sin and death would be destroyed and all creation would be reconciled to the 
Father. God would once again reign in the universe through his anointed king.  
 
To understand the vision Jesus announced, we must understand the components of his kingdom 
and how they reveal our eternal purpose.  
 
Steps in this Lesson 
§ Review last week’s homework. 

o Share your scripture timeline with one another.  
o Share how praying the themes of the kingdom and gospel impacted you this week. 

§ In small groups, read and discuss the five components of Yahweh’s kingdom. Then answer: 
o What did you discover about God’s kingdom? 
o How might this change, challenge, or support what ultimately matters to God? 

§ In a large group, read and discussion the section XXX. 
§ In a large group, review the section called “Grasping our Commission” 

o How does a biblical perspective of salvation help us put our commission in context? 
o What might be the implications of this for my life going forward? 

§ Review the homework assignment for the coming week. 
 

THE COMPONENTS OF YAHWEH’S KINGDOM 
 
First Component: Yahweh is King 
A kingdom begins with a king, one who possesses authority and power to rule. The king exercises 
authority and power to accomplish his will. Ultimately, the king’s character defines his kingdom.  
 
Throughout the Bible, Yahweh is revealed as the king over the universe. Specifically, he’s the king 
over humanity, beings made in his image. Originally, Yahweh place humanity in the Garden of 
Eden as his appointed ambassadors, those who would dwell in the temple of the universe. Made 
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in his image, humans were commissioned to fulfill his eternal purpose. Through them, God’s 
glory and life would spread to all of creation.  
 
Humans failed so God promised to send one who would restore creation to its rightful place and 
reconcile it to the Father. This one would be king, representing God and humanity at the same 
time. When Jesus arrived in creation, he was revealed as God’s reigning king. 
 
Consider the Following Passages: Genesis 49:10; Psalm 2; 110; Daniel 7:13,14; Matthew 28:18-
20; Ephesians 1:15-23; Revelation 4:1-5:14.  
 
Second Component: Yahweh’s Eternal Purpose 
Purpose refers to the king’s intention, answering the question, what does the king intend to do 
through his rule? The king’s purpose reflects his nature and character. What he intends to do is 
the natural overflow of who he is. The king’s purpose encompasses every aspect of his nature 
and character: moral, spiritual, relational, and national.  
 
God’s eternal purpose is to spread his glory and life throughout the universe. When he 
commissioned Adam and Eve, he gave them his image—they carried his nature. He gave them 
his power and authority—they had dominion over creation. And then he blessed them, which 
means he gave them the capacity to multiply his life (Genesis 1:26-31).  
 
When Jesus came into the world, he said he came to bring abundant life (John 10:10). And he 
said that his abundant life would never end (John 3:16). In Jesus, God fulfills his promise to 
restore abundant, eternal life to the world. Through faith in Jesus, God once again empowers 
humanity to bear his image, exercise his dominion, and spread his glory and life in the world.  
 
Consider the Following Passages: Genesis 1:26-31; Exodus 14:17,18; Numbers 14:13-25; Psalm 
8:1-8; 72:18,19; Isaiah 11:1-10; Daniel 4:30-36; John 8:48-59; 17:1-5; Romans 11:33-36; 
Revelation 4:9-11; 19:1-6. 
 
Third Component: Yahweh’s People, Israel 
People refers to those under the king’s domain—and those who aren’t. The king’s people are to 
carry his nature and character and fulfill his purpose by obeying his will. 
 
Placed in the Garden of Eden by God’s design, humanity was to live in perfect intimacy with God. 
We rejected his kingship and opted for the gods of sin and death. Yet, God continued to call 
humanity to return to his love and faithfulness. This was first typified in Abraham and his natural 
descendants, Israel. But Israel failed to trust Yahweh. Like all other nations, she was unfaithful to 
God. In his perfect faithfulness, God promised not only to restore Israel to her place of blessing 
in relationship with him, he assured all nations that they would inherit his promises.  
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In every generation, God has called people to himself, to trust in him as the only source of life. 
Those who trust in his salvation through Jesus become part of his family and nation, Israel. While 
God’s natural people have largely rejected him, God has drawn the nations to trust in him.  
 
Through his resurrection, Jesus promised he would build his church, his called-out ones, those 
over whom sin and death has no power because they trust in his life-giving promises. So, all who 
trust in Jesus become part of his chosen people, those submitted to his reign, committed to his 
glory, and faithful to trust in him.  
 
Consider the Following Passages: Exodus 19-20; Deuteronomy 7:6-11; Isaiah 56:1-8; 60:1-22; 
Matthew 16:13-20; Galatians 3:1-29; Ephesians 2:11-3:6; II Peter 2:5-10; Revelation 5:9,10. 
 
Fourth Component: God’s Covenant & Law 
A king’s reign, purpose, and people are known by his charter/constitution, the document that 
defines his identity, authority, and power, his purpose, and people. The charter/constitution also 
conveys his responsibility to his people and his people’s responsibility to him. By walking in 
fidelity to the king, the people receive his blessing, provision, and protection. From the 
charter/constitution comes law. Law defines the parameters of the people’s lifestyle. Law 
actualizes his identity, nature, character, and purpose so his people know how to remain faithful 
to him as they live under his domain.  
 
God’s word is the charter/constitution revealed to humans. In it, we find out who God is, 
discover is rightful place as the king, and see his eternal purposes. Further, we’re told how we 
can be restored to our rightful place as his subjects: repentance and faith in his Messiah. And 
we’re told how we can respond to our salvation: faith and obedience to his word. 
 
The foundation of God’s word is the Torah. In this portion of God’s word, the first five books of 
the Bible, we see his kingdom revealed, his eternal purpose, and how he calls humanity to be 
restored to relationship with him. More specifically, Yahweh actualizes his purpose through the 
covenants he made with Israel.  
 
Consider the Following Passages: Genesis 15; 17; 22; Exodus 19-24; Deuteronomy 30-31; II 
Samuel 7:1-29; Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 8-10.  
 
Fifth Component: Yahweh’s Domain 
Every kingdom has terrain, marked by specific border. This includes all the tangible elements: 
land, natural resources, and so on. It also includes the elements of culture: business, economy, 
arts, infrastructure, and so on, that are built within the king’s jurisdiction.  
 
The domain, or geography, of God’s kingdom has three key layers. First, God’s reign manifests in 
Israel. From the beginning of his promises to Abraham, God indicated he would give that land to 
Abraham’s family, Israel and that he would reign over the nations from this land. Throughout the 
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Bible, the land of Israel points to God’s faithfulness to keep his promises and reminds us we have 
a destiny in his presence.  
 
Second, God’s reign manifests among the nations. Not only is he king over Israel, his people, he’s 
the king over every nation in every generation.  
 
Third, God’s reign manifests in our heart. In the New Covenant, God promised he would give 
new hearts to those who trust in his Messiah, Jesus. With a new heart, sin and death is removed 
from its place of authority and Jesus replaces it. He becomes our king and we join his covenant 
people in worship and faithfulness. So, his church becomes the outposts of God’s kingdom, small 
gatherings of Abraham’s family commissioned and empowered to take the gospel to the nations.  
 
Consider the Following Passages: Genesis 13; Psalm 2; 105:9-12; Isaiah 62:1-5; Daniel 4:1-37; 
Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:8; Romans 4:16-18.  
 

JESUS IS THE FULFILLMENT OF GOD’S KINGDOM 
 
From Adam to Jesus, from Jesus’ first coming to his second, from Jesus’ earthly reign into 
eternity, history is an unfulfilled yet unfolding promise.  
 

1. The Concept of “The Promise” Weaves Redemptive History Together 
a. “Promise” is the keynote of Yahweh’s Word, especially found in His covenants. 

1. See Lessons One and Two for Review 
b. “The primary tension of Judaism, which dominates all Old Testament and Jewish 

thought, is that of promise and fulfillment. And this was what the earliest Christians 
found resolved in Christ.”1  

 
2. God’s Promises Converge and Find Fulfillment in the Messiah 

a. The word “promise” was used to refer to God’s covenants with His people by the 
writers of the Apostolic Scriptures (Acts 7:17; Romans 4:13-21; 9:4, 8,9; II Corinthians 
6:17-7:1; Galatians 4:23, 28; Hebrews 7:6). 

b. The word “promise” more specifically was used in reference to the 
Messiah as the fulfillment and centerpiece of God’s Kingdom purposes 
(Acts 13:23, 32,33; 26:6; Romans 15:8; II Corinthians 1:20; Galatians 3:14-29; 
Ephesians 2:12; 3:6; Hebrews 6:13-17; 8:6; 9:15). 

c. Example: Covenants of “the” Promise in Ephesians 2:12. 
1. In the Greek, the phrase includes the word the, which connects all the covenants 

with the eternal promise of Yahweh seen in the Messiah. 
 
 

 
1 Richard N. Longnecker, Paul: Apostle of Liberty, p. 84. 
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When Jesus entered the world in human form, the Jewish people were already anticipating 
something. In the first century, there was a sense of holy expectation. Steeped in prophetic 
anticipation, God’s people found hope in the promises of books like Daniel that spoke of a 
coming kingdom and king. Jesus’ life and ministry was surrounded with questions like, “Is he the 
prophet?” and “Is he Elijah?” and “Is he the Coming One?”. Why did they ask these questions? 
Precisely because they were waiting for the restoration of God’s kingdom. Jesus’ announcement 
of God’s kingdom now makes sense: “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; 
repent and believe in the gospel” (Mark 1:15). The time had arrived. The kingdom had come. It 
was time to get right with God because his Messiah was now on the scene. 
 
So, how do we see these patterns in the Bible?  
 
Everyone was waiting for a promise… 
§ The redeeming Seed/Son promised to Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:15). 
§ The promised son of Abraham, who would bring Abraham’s blessing to Israel and the nations 

of the world (Genesis 12:1-3; 22; Galatians 3:16). 
§ The Passover Lamb who would free Israel from her bondage of sin and death (Exodus 12). 
§ The High Priest who would enter God’s presence on her behalf (Leviticus 16; Zechariah 

6:12,13). 
§ The Prophet like Moses who would reveal God’s word (Deuteronomy 18:15). 
§ The Son of David and eternal king who would reign as God’s perfect ambassador (II Samuel 

7:10-17; Psalm 2; 89:19-37; 110). 
§ The Holy One who triumphs over death (Psalm 16:10). 
§ The Suffering Servant who forgives & reconciles (Isaiah 53). 
§ The Son of Man who would usher in God’s kingdom reign over the nations (Daniel 7:13,14). 
 
Messianic expectations were high in the first century… 
The Jews expected the Messiah would rule as king, restore Israel to her place of blessing, and 
rule over the nations. So, Jesus’ life was measured against the expectations of the Jewish 
Messiah. But God had more in mind. The Torah and Prophets spoke of a single person who 
would fulfill all these roles and through His own death, Israel and the world would be redeemed. 
§ Jesus fulfilled promises to Abraham (Luke 1:54-55; 2:67-75). 
§ Jesus fulfilled promises to Israel (John 5:30-47). 
§ Jesus fulfilled God’s promises to David (Luke 1:32,33; 68-75). 
§ Jesus was called the “Son of Man”, a first-century title for the Messiah (Daniel 7:13,14). 
§ Jesus described His ministry in terms Jews would ascribe to the Messiah (Matthew 11:1-6). 
§ Jesus ministered to non-Jews, fulfilling prophecy the Messiah would be light to the nations 

(Matthew 4:12-17; John 4:1-42). 
 
Jesus through the lens of his followers… 
After Jesus died and ascended, the story expands. Now, the promise that started with Adam and 
Eve is fulfilled. There is a king over the universe. And His kingdom is expanding. 
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§ The Apostles said Jesus was David’s reigning descendant who ruled from heaven (Romans 
1:3; II Timothy 2:8). 

§ The Apostles said Jesus was in heaven, ruling over the world (Acts 7:54-60). 
§ The Apostles said Jesus was the fulfillment of God’s promised that started with Adam and 

Eve (Acts 7:17; Romans 4:13-21; 9:4, 8,9; Galatians 4:23, 28; Hebrews 7:6). 
 
Jesus and the future…  
One day, God will restore everything, most especially, Israel. The Apostles believed God’s 
prophetic promise of restoration would be fulfilled in Jesus’ second coming (Romans 11:25-27; 
Corinthians 15:51-57; I Thessalonians 4:13-18). Revelation carries the prophecies of Jesus into 
the future. His second coming is presented as judgment over all the earth, in which the nations 
see Him as the Reigning King and Just Judge (Revelation 6:12-17; 11:15; 20). 
 

GRASPING OUR COMMISSION 
 
Humanity was made in God’s image to reveal His glory. And we were given his dominion to 
extend his glory and life (Genesis 1:26-28). 
 

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over 
the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on 
the earth.” So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created 
him; male and female he created them. And God blessed them. And God said to 
them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have 
dominion...” (Genesis 1:26-28) 

 
Our identity and dominion was sustained through unhindered intimacy and exclusive 
relationship with Yahweh. When Adam and Eve lived in the perfection of Eden, they were naked 
and without shame (Genesis 2:25). Together, they knew and were fully known by God (I 
Corinthians 13:12). Through the intimacy of relationship with Yahweh and one another, they 
shared his life in creation (Genesis 3:8-25). 
 
In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve sinned, corrupting our identity and marring our 
commission.  
 
Salvation, then, is the complete restoration of all things to relationship with Yahweh. When 
we’re saved, God restores his image to us: we become like him again (Romans 5:12-21; I 
Corinthians 1:30; II Corinthians 3:18). And he returns his dominion to us: we can do what he’s 
doing (Romans 8:18-23; I Peter 2:9,10; Revelation 1:6). Our renewed image and restored 
dominion comes through reconciliation with the Father in Jesus (Jeremiah 31:31-34). 
 
The Implications of our Commission 
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§ Since Yahweh is king, our salvation expresses God’s sovereign reign in the world.  
§ Since Yahweh’s eternal purpose is to reconcile all things to himself, we are reconciled to him 

and become ambassadors of his reconciliation (II Corinthians 5:18-21). 
§ Since Yahweh has a people chosen by his sovereign reign and for his eternal purpose, we 

have become members of his people, we’re privileged with his identity. 
§ Since Yahweh made covenants with his people, we’re recipients of his covenant promises 

and provision.  
§ Since Yahweh’s domain is exercised throughout creation, we are the geography of his reign 

and through his grace and power, expand his rule into the realms of death.  
 

CONCLUSION 
 
The components of Gods’ kingdom provide the context of God’s eternal purpose.  
  
Knowing the context of God’s purpose, we can see that salvation—past, present, and future—is 
the restoration of our identity so we can fulfill our commission.  
 

HOMEWORK 
 
§ Read each of the sections on God’s kingdom. Take time to read and meditate on at least two 

of the passages in each section. Write down what you discover about God’s kingdom. 
§ Read through the section on our commission. Take time to read and meditation on the 

scriptures included in this section. Write down what you discover about our commission. 
§ Use the sections on God’s kingdom and our commission in your daily time of prayer. Journal 

your prayers and write down personal insights you receive.  
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COVENANT 
 

THE BIG IDEAS IN THIS LESSON 
 
§ The key components of God’s covenants with Israel. 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
The kingdom and the gospel are unpacked in a variety of ways throughout the Bible. One of the 
most important ways is through God’s covenants. As we explore God’s covenants, we’ll not only 
see his kingdom and gospel more clearly, we’ll understand how his kingdom and gospel answer 
key questions all humans ask. 
 
Steps in this Lesson 
§ Review last week’s homework. 

o Share what you discovered about God’s kingdom. 
o Share what you discovered about our commission. 
o Share what you discovered as you prayed about God’s kingdom and your commission.  

§ In small groups, read through the section “Covenant”. 
o As you do, write down the questions the members of your group asks. 
o As you do, write down answers you receive to questions you’ve already been asking. 

§ In a large group, discuss the various elements of God’s covenant with Abraham.  
§ Review the homework assignment for the coming week.  
 

COVENANT 
 
A covenant is an unbreakable agreement. Throughout the Bible, we see that God makes 
covenant with humans and humans make covenants with each other. Throughout the Bible, the 
concept of “faithfulness” is attached to “covenant”. In other words, to keep one’s word or to be 
faithful was to fulfill a covenant.  
 
The significance of faithfulness to covenant agreement is based on life and death: to keep a 
covenant was life but to break a covenant was death. Unlike modern culture, keeping covenant 
matters. Breaking covenant matters, too. It’s a matter of life and death. What does this mean for 
God and his agreements? And for humans?  
 
Throughout the Torah (the first five books of the Bible), God’s covenant faithfulness is 
emphasized. We’re told in stories and instructions, events and people, rituals and institutions 
that God will be faithful to his word. No matter what, he’ll do what he said he’ll so. Here’s how 
the biblical writers deal with God’s faithfulness. Since God can’t die, he can’t break his word. We 
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can count on him to do what he said he would do. And he confirms this by making covenant 
promises and keeping them.  
 
God’s faithfulness is contrasted with man’s unfaithfulness. From the beginning, God says he’ll 
keep his promises and bless his creation with abundant, eternal life. Humans, though, didn’t 
keep their word and became unfaithful. And the fruit of their unfaithfulness was death.  
 
So, by the time we reach the end of Genesis eleven—just a few pages into the Bible—we’re left 
with some important questions about our place in God’s plan.  
§ If we’re unfaithful to covenant and, as a result, reaping death, how can we be rescued?  
§ If God promised to rescue us from death, how can he overcome our unfaithfulness? 
§ If God promised to bless creation with life, how will he rid the world from sin and death?  
 
We find answers to these questions throughout the Bible, specifically in the covenants God 
made with his people, Israel. Here are some important things to know about God’s covenants.  
 
God Made Four Covenants with Israel 
§ A covenant with Abraham and his descendants. This is called the “Abrahamic” covenant.  
§ A covenant with Israel at Mt. Sinai. This is the called the “Mosaic” covenant. 
§ A covenant with King David. This is called the “Davidic” covenant. 
§ A covenant with Israel, his final covenant with them. This is called the “New” covenant.  
 
A Three-Fold Promise is Present in All God’s Covenants 
There is a three-fold promise present in all God’s covenants, a thread that binds them together. 
This thread includes the following promises: God will be our God; we will be his people; he will 
dwell among us. These three promises define who God is to us (he’s our God), who we are as his 
people (we are his people), and what he promises to do (dwell among us).  
 
Notice the following passages: Genesis 17:7,8; Exodus 6:6,7; 25:8; I Chronicles 17:22-24; 
Jeremiah 31:31-34; Zephaniah 3:17; John 1:14; 14:15-18; 17:1-3; I Corinthians 6:16-18; Hebrews 
8:8-10; Revelation 7:16,17; 21:1-7. 
 
God’s Covenants: Progressive Revelation and Continuity 
Third, by placing this thread in each of his covenants, God tells us two things about his covenants. 
§ God indicates his covenants are bound together as individual components of a larger 

whole—a whole that can’t be broken. We would call this progressive revelation, which means 
God’s covenants build on, clarify, and expand each other. They don’t cancel each other out 
(Galatians 3:15-19).  

§ God shows us all his covenants point to a single purpose. We would call this continuity. 
Continuity means each of God’s covenants contain elements that are consistent with each 
other. And it means these elements make God’s covenants interdependent. So, they only 
accomplish their purpose when the other covenant elements are operative.  
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Elements of All God’s Covenants 
1. Key Passages & Events: All covenants have key passages the introduce, define, or expand the 

covenant.  
2. Purposes, Promises, Provisions: All covenants have a purpose, specific promises, and 

articulate God’s provision for the covenant to be fulfilled.  
3. Covenant Response: All covenants describe how the participants were to respond to the 

purposes, promises, and provisions.  
4. Covenant Fulfillment: All the covenants describe how the covenant would be fulfilled.  
5. Covenant Sign: All the covenants have an act, event, or activity that symbolizes what the 

covenant is, defines what it means, and identifies witnesses to confirm who the covenant 
participants are. 

6. Covenant Themes: All God’s covenants have themes that show us key truths about God, his 
kingdom, his gospel, and his people.  

7. Covenant Uniqueness: All God’s covenants have unique issues, circumstances, conditions, 
and definitions associated with it. 

 

CONCLUSION 
As stated above, God’s covenants provide the solution to the three questions found at the end of 
Genesis chapter three. 
 
The first question is this: if we’re unfaithful to covenant and, as a result, reaping death, how can 
we be rescued? In God’s covenants, we discover that God’s faithfulness to us even destroys 
death’s power and redeems us from its grip. He did this by sending Jesus, his Son, into death on 
our behalf. When this happened, the death we deserved he endured; and the life he deserved he 
gave to us.  
 
The second question is this: if God promised to rescue us from death, how can he overcome our 
unfaithfulness? Death is the consequence of unfaithfulness. When Jesus arrived in the world, he 
was perfectly faithful to the Father. Where Adam failed, he succeeded (Romans 5:12-21). Where 
Israel failed in her commission, Jesus succeeded (Isaiah 40-53). By identifying with Jesus through 
faith, we’re remade in his image, bear his character, and receive his faithfulness as our own. 
 
The third question is this: if God promised to bless creation with life, how will he rid the world 
from sin and death? When Jesus was raised from the dead, he destroyed death’s power. In his 
resurrection, abundant, eternal life—heaven’s life—entered creation. Death’s authority no 
longer has the final say over humans or creation. New, indestructible life has broken in.  
 

HOMEWORK 
 
§ Read through the section on God’s covenants. As you do, write journal two things. First, 

journal what you’re learning about God. Second, journal what you discover about God’s 
faithfulness to you. 
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ABRAHAM 
 

THE BIG IDEAS IN THIS LESSON 
 
§ The elements of God’s covenant with Abraham. 
§ Our identity in the light of God’s covenant with Abraham.  
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
God’s covenants with Israel begin with a man named Abraham. In this covenant, we see the 
beginning of God’s restorative blessing. When he appears to Abraham and makes covenant with 
him, God unconditionally promises to overcome death and restore life to humanity.  
 
Steps in this Lesson 
§ Review last week’s homework. 

o Share what you discovered about covenant. 
§ In small groups, read through the section “God’s Covenants with Abraham”. 

o As you do, write down the questions the members of your group ask. 
o As you do, write down answers you receive to questions you’ve already been asking. 

§ In a large group, discuss the various elements of God’s covenant with Abraham.  
§ Review the homework assignment for the coming week.  
 

GOD’S COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM 
 
Key Passages & Events 
§ Genesis 12: In Genesis chapters three through eleven, we see a cycle: God’s commits to give 

life to humanity and in response, humans rebel and seek life somewhere else. In Genesis 12, 
God intervenes in human history and promises to bless creation. So, when he gives  
Abraham the promise of blessing, he indicates he’s going to overcome humanity’s 
unfaithfulness with his unconditional faithfulness. Through this, creation will be rid of death’s 
domain and be blessed with God’s life.  

§ Genesis 15: Here, God indicates he will be unconditionally faithful to his promise to bless 
creation with life. He alone walks through the animal sacrifice, meaning, if he doesn’t keep 
his word, he’ll become like the animals—dead. And in this passage, Abraham trusts God to 
keep his promise and gains a new standing with God, which is called “righteous” (Genesis 
15:6). When God says he “righteous”, he says Abraham is now the recipient of God’s life.  

§ Genesis 17: God calls Abraham to participate in circumcision. This is a symbolic act in which 
Abraham—and those who trust God like him—tell God they will give up trust in anything else 
to trust God alone with bring them life.  

§ Genesis 22: In this passage, God symbolically shows us his promise would be fulfilled through 
the offering of a substitute and a son.  
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Purposes, Promises, Provisions: Son, Land, Name, Blessing 
§ The Promise of a Son and a People: God promised Abraham that he would have a son, and 

through his son’s descendants, all the nations of the earth would receive the blessing of life. 
Abraham’s test of faith was that Sarai his wife couldn’t bear children. So, the crisis was this: 
how could life come when Abraham and Sarai couldn't produce life? The answer was simple. 
God would bring life when man couldn’t (Genesis 15:1-6). The image of the son, then, points 
to Jesus as God’s miraculous provision for life.  

§ The Promise of the Land: By promising the land of Israel, God proves his ongoing faithfulness. 
Could God give this land to Abraham and his descendants. Throughout the centuries, this 
land has been the focal point of world events. Miraculously, God has preserved not only his 
people but has preserved the land for his people (hence, modern Israel). Because God gave 
the land to his people, we can count on his faithfulness to overcome death with life. Lastly, 
the land connects his promises to the nations of the world and to creation: all the nations of 
the world will be redeemed as will creation itself (Genesis 13:1-18; Romans 8).  

§ A Great Name: God promises Abraham would have a great name. In this, he promises 
Abraham’s identity would be attached to Yahweh, the true God. And he promises Abraham 
would receive authority and power to execute God’s eternal purposes (Genesis 12:1-3). 

§ The Promise of Blessing: Through Abraham, God would show the world how his faithfulness 
would overcome humanity’s unfaithfulness; how his life would rescue us from death and give 
us life, and how death would be swallowed up with life. And this would impact not only 
Abraham and his family but also the nations of the world.  

 
Covenant Response: Grace and Faith 
§ God’s primary response would be unconditional faithfulness and grace. He would give life 

and overcome death from his own faithfulness and mercy. He would give what humans could 
not earn or merit, solely from the depth of his love and goodness.  

§ Abraham’s primary response would be faith or trusting allegiance (Genesis 15:6). Where 
Adam and Eve—and all humans since—trusted in other sources of life, Abraham showed us 
what it means to trust Yahweh as the only source of life. Abraham’s faith was actualized in 
the outpouring of his life in love, faithfulness, and allegiance to Yahweh in blood friendship 
(Genesis 17, 22). Abraham’s faithful response to Yahweh proved the reality of trust (James 2). 
Abraham’s obedience was a faith response to Yahweh’s unconditional grace, but it was not a 
condition upon which God’s fulfilled His promise of blessing. And Abraham’s obedience was a 
personal response to covenant friendship. 

 
Covenant Fulfillment: Unconditional 
Yahweh’s promise of life was unconditional, which means Yahweh fulfills his promise to Abraham 
completely from the resources of His life and love. And it also means Yahweh fulfills his promise 
to Abraham without any contribution from Abraham that could merit or earn God’s life. When 
we refer to “merit”, we’re talking about the fact that sin destroyed our nature, and as a result, 
there is nothing in us (who we are) that deserves blessing. When we refer to “earing”, it refers to 
the fact that works (what we do) cannot secure God’s blessing. 
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Covenant Sign: Circumcision 
God’s covenant with Abraham was ratified through circumcision, which symbolized Abraham’s 
friendship and fidelity to Yahweh above all other gods (Genesis 17). The sign of circumcision was 
a direct, visual reminder of Yahweh’s unconditional promise of offspring, and therefore, all the 
other promises God made to Abraham. Abraham displayed trust in God’s promises and then he 
responded with obedience to circumcision. The pattern this shows us is that Abraham was 
righteous—he was right before God and received the blessing of life—before he was circumcised 
(Romans 4). This is an important development in our interaction with this covenant. First we 
trust God and receive life and then respond with obedience (James 2:14-27).  
 
Covenant Themes 
§ We’re saved by grace through faith (Romans 4:1-25). God declares and makes us righteous 

by his grace, apart from our works. We trust him to do this by offering our life to him. In this 
covenant, we’re taught that first we’re saved by grace through faith, not our works.  

§ God’s unconditional grace manifests in us and creation as the blessing of life. Blessing refers 
to God’s promise of abundant, eternal life and the capacity to reproduce that life.  

§ Abraham’s covenant was a covenant of exclusive friendship and allegiance. It was established 
through the outpouring of Abraham’s life in love and fidelity (II Chronicles 20:7; James 2:23). 

§ In this covenant, we see that Abraham received God’s life and righteousness through the 
symbolic act of sacrifice. Abraham received a new identity—the identity of life—through 
mingling his blood (circumcision) with God’s (symbolized in the animals in Genesis 15). In 
ancient blood covenants, blood represents the comingling of identity of deity and the 
worshipper (I Corinthians 1:30). 

§ Abraham’s covenant teaches us that obedience is the fruit of faith, not the condition for it 
(Galatians 3:5,6). 

 

CONCLUSION 
 
Abraham’s covenant teaches us the beauty of God’s unconditional blessing of life through grace 
and faith. In this, we rejoice that our life depends on his faithfulness, not ours.  
 

HOMEWORK 
 
§ Read through the section on God’s covenant with Abraham. As you do, write down how 

God’s covenant with Abraham encourages your faith and challenges your reliance on your 
own works for God’s blessing.  

§ Each day, prayer through a different element of Abraham’s covenant. As you do, write down 
what you sense the Father is teaching you about grace and faith, his restoration of humanity 
and creation, and his unconditional promise to bless the world.  
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SINAI 
 

THE BIG IDEAS IN THIS LESSON 
 
§ The elements of God’s covenant with Israel at Mt. Sinai. 
§ Our identity in the light of God’s covenant with Israel at Mt. Sinai.  
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
God’s covenants with Israel expand when he redeems his people from slavery in Egypt. In this 
covenant, we see what God’s life looks like in the lives of those who trust in him. Where God’s 
covenant with Abraham shows us that God saves his people, God’s covenant with Israel shows us 
what saved people look like when they trust and obey his ways.  
 
Steps in this Lesson 
§ Review last week’s homework. 

o Share what you discovered about God’s covenant with Abraham. 
o Share what you discovered about your identity as a covenant participant.  

§ In small groups, read through the section “God’s Covenant with Israel at Sinai”. 
o As you do, write down the questions the members of your group ask. 
o As you do, write down answers you receive to questions you’ve already been asking. 

§ In a large group, discuss the various elements of God’s covenant with Israel at Sinai.  
§ Review the homework assignment for the coming week.  
 

GOD’S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL AT SINAI 
 
Key Events 
§ God redeems Israel from Egypt through the ten plagues, ending with the first Passover. 
§ God brings Israel to Mt. Sinai to reveal himself and bring them into covenant relationship. 

Here, he revealed the terms of his covenant through a document called the “Torah”. 
§ God instructs Israel to build the Tabernacle (Exodus 25-40). They build it and God dwells in it.  
§ God instructs Israel how to access his presence in the Tabernacle system (Leviticus 1-27).  
§ God leads Israel into the wilderness to take them into the promised land. They rebel against 

his leadership and end up remaining in the wilderness for forty years (Numbers).  
§ God renews and expands his covenant with Israel as they prepare to enter the promised land 

under Joshua’s leadership (Deuteronomy).  
 
Key Passages 
§ Exodus 19-24: Yahweh calls Israel to unique relationship with him. In this covenant, he will be 

their God and they will be his people. As his people, they will be dedicated in holiness to him 
and forsake all other gods. As bearers of his image, they will show the nations of the world 
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what holiness looks like in the created order. This passage details God’s offer of a special 
relationship, Israel’s acceptance, and the beginning of his instruction to them.  

§ Leviticus 26 & Deuteronomy 28-31: God outlines blessing for faithfulness to his covenant and 
cursing for unfaithfulness. 

§ Secondary passages include: 
o Exodus 25-40: God gives instructions for the Tabernacle and Israel builds it. 
o Leviticus 1-27: God outlines how Israel will approach him as his covenant people. 
o Numbers: God’s ongoing instruction and expansion of his covenant for a people on 

the move into his promises. 
o Deuteronomy: Yahweh clarifies and expands his covenant for a new generation.  

 
Purposes, Promises, Provisions: Relationship, Light, Blessing 
§ Unique Relationship with Yahweh: God’s covenant with Israel at Sinai created a unique 

relationship between him and Israel, Abraham’s family. They alone would carry his kingdom 
into the world as a community of kings and priests (Exodus 19:5,6). As kings, they were called 
to exercise spiritual authority and power so God’s ways would fill Israel and the nations of 
the earth through them. As a priestly nation, they facilitated the ministry of the 
Tabernacle/Temple so people could encounter God’s presence and be reconciled to him 
through blood sacrifices. While redemption began with Israel, it was to spread to all nations 
so the world would experience God’s restoring grace. Bearing God’s image and ways, Israel 
was to remain exclusively committed to him in worship and obedience, deriving their identity 
and calling from him alone. He was their God; they were his people; and he would dwell 
among them. No other nation could claim him as God and he would claim to other nation as 
his unique people.  

§ Holiness: Israel was called to be a holy people, set aside to God for his purposes. Within this 
covenant, God defined holiness for Israel as conformity to his image and his ways. In other 
word, to be holy was to be like God and obey his instruction (both the form and intention). 
This holiness was the fruit of God’s proximity to Israel through the Tabernacle. And it was the 
fruit of their obedient response to his instruction.  

§ Community: In Israel, God established a new community. He lived among them and as a 
result, they were to love each other as he loved them. To be “in” Israel was to have life and 
blessing; to be “out” of Israel was to be separated from God, life, and blessing. As God’s 
community on earth, they were show the nations how God’s people live toward him and one 
another in mercy and justice, love and faithfulness.  

§ Light to the Nations: As God’s appointed nation, Israel was God’s light, bearing and sharing 
his glory to one another and the nations of the world. Their righteousness would be their 
light (Deuteronomy 4:5-8). This means their conformity to God’s image and calling and their 
obedience to his ways would show the nations of the world what it looked like to be 
reconciled to God. In Israel, they would see God’s nature and what faithfulness looked like.  

§ Blessing & Cursing: God’s covenant with Israel included blessing and cursing. “Blessing” 
meant God would give Israel good in the temporal realm. Temporal blessing was the promise 
he would give them eternal blessing. Blessing was promised to those who trusted in God and, 
from their trust, obeyed his instruction. “Cursing” meant God would allow Israel to taste and 
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touch death in the temporal realm, showing them when they sought life in something else. 
Cursing was promised to those who didn’t trust in God and as a result disobeyed his word.  

 
Covenant Response: Grace as Blessing and Faith as Obedience 
§ God’s primary response to Israel in the covenant at Sinai was grace. Yahweh was Israel’s God 

and he promised to dwell in their midst as the healing, forgiving, restoring God (Exodus 25:8). 
From his presence, he would bless them with good and/or correct them through cursing. 
More specifically: 

o God’s grace manifested as redemption in the Exodus event (Exodus 1-12). This shows 
us once again that we’re saved from sin and death through God’s unconditional grace 
and our faith in his deliverance.  

o God’s grace manifested to Israel as an invitation into covenant relationship. He would 
be their God, symbolized by his role as husband to Israel (Exodus 19-24).  

o God’s grace manifested as Israel’s prophetic call to be light to the nations, a kingdom 
of priests and a holy nation (Exodus 19:5,6). 

o God’s grace manifested as the revelation of Yahweh’s nature through the revelation 
of his Word, the Torah (Leviticus 18:1-5; 20:7,8, 22-26). 

§ Israel’s primary response to Yahweh was faith and obedience. She committed herself to 
Yahweh as a wife makes a covenant commitment to her husband (Exodus 24). From this 
commitment, they were called to trust in Yahweh as the only God and the exclusive source of 
life. This trust would manifest as obedience. Through trusting obedience, they would be 
conformed to God’s nature as defined in his written Word (Deuteronomy 10:16; 30:6). As 
they obeyed God’s instruction, their faith in Yahweh was protected (Hebrews 3:12-4:16). 

 
Covenant Fulfillment: Unconditional & Conditional 
Yahweh’s chose Israel to be his special people unconditionally. He chose them based on 
promises he made to Abraham, not on what Israel did or didn’t do (Exodus 2:23-25; 
Deuteronomy 7:6-8; Romans 11:1-6, 11,12). Their call to be his special people was unconditional. 
However, their call to walk as a kingdom of priests, a holy nation, and a light to the nations was 
conditional. “Conditional” means there were conditions upon which God’s promises would be 
received—or not received. Keep in mind: their place as God’s chosen people was never 
conditional, only their calling in the world to be light to one another and the nations. Also keep 
in mind: the conditions (a lifestyle of faithfulness and obedience) did not earn God’s blessing of 
life or merit their place as his special people. They were saved by God’s grace alone. No matter 
what, they were his people. But their response of faith and obedience to his ways was the 
condition upon which they would fulfill their calling (Deuteronomy 4:1-8; 26:16-19). 
 
Additionally, blessing and cursing was conditional (Leviticus 26; Deuteronomy 28). As mentioned 
earlier, blessing was the outpouring of Yahweh’s life so His people would experience fuller 
measures of life in the temporal realm, leading to eternal blessing. Cursing was Yahweh’ decision 
to release Israel to the power of sin and death so they would reap the temporal consequences of 
sin. Keep in mind: blessing and cursing is not merited or earned by actions alone. It is faith or 
doubt with their corresponding lifestyle that lead to blessing or cursing. If we interpret this 
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covenant through the lens of obedience in distinction to or separate from faith, sanctification is 
left to the realm of human effort and we miss the biblical reality that disobedience is first and 
foremost a crisis of faith. 
 
Covenant Sign: The Sabbath 
The weekly Sabbath was the sign of God’s covenant with Israel (Exodus 31:12-18).  
 
Where the sign of Abraham’s covenant reminded God’s people he would unconditionally bless 
them, the Sabbath reminded Israel they were to obey God in faith. On the one hand, the Sabbath 
reveals God’s grace and our response of faith (Hebrews 4). In it, we’re reminded of Yahweh’s 
unconditional redemption by grace (Exodus 20:8-11; Deuteronomy 5:12-15). On the other hand, 
the Sabbath reminds us that faith is always followed by obedience. In faith-based obedience, we 
experience separation from sin and increase in God’s image and presence.  
 
God’s covenant with Israel at Sinai built upon the spiritual themes of his covenant with Abraham. 
In this first covenant, God gave Abraham a new identity, unconditional blessing, and the promise 
of life. In Isaiah 58:1-7, God revealed the same themes in his covenant with Israel at Sinai, which 
are encapsulated in the covenant sign of the Sabbath.  
 
Covenant Themes 
§ God’s presence restored to his people. Immediately after God establishes his covenant with 

Israel at Sinai, he gives instruction to build the Tabernacle so that he might “dwell among 
them” (Exodus 25:8). In this covenant, God demonstrates that he longs to be with his people 
and that through his presence, humanity can be restored to life.  

§ We’re sanctified by grace through faith. Where God’s covenant with Abraham reveals 
salvation by grace through faith, God’s covenant with Israel at Sinai reveals we’re sanctified 
by grace through faith. God’s grace redeems us from the curse of sin and death. And God’s 
grace frees us from the ongoing influence and power of sin and death. In God’s covenant 
with Israel at Sinai, we see that only God’s ever-present grace (symbolized in the Tabernacle) 
could empower his people to become like and walk in his ways.  

§ In God’s covenant with Israel at Sinai, he grants his people the gift of a new identity, one 
that’s national/corporate and, secondarily, individual (Deuteronomy 7:1-11; I Peter 2:9,10). 
By imparting identity to the corporate body of Israel, we see that our identity is rooted in our 
placement in Jesus’ body through faith in him.  

§ The Torah reveals the lifestyle of those who trust in the Messiah. Where the Abrahamic 
Covenant speaks of regenerating grace, God’s covenant with Israel at Sinai defines the 
lifestyle of those who have been redeemed by His grace. God’s instruction covers every 
aspect of life applicable to humans: personal holiness, social justice, marital harmony, just 
economics, patterns for dealing with criminal behavior, principles for family life, and so on.  

§ Community is the lifestyle of God’s redeemed people. God’s covenant with Israel at Sinai was 
given to the corporate body, was written for use by a corporate body, and can only be 
applied in the context of a corporate body. In this covenant, we’re called into a radical 
communal commitment that transcends every culture.  
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§ The Torah foreshadows Jesus’ ministry. He is: 
o Eve’s promised seed (Genesis 3:15). 
o The son sacrificed in devotion to God (Genesis 22). 
o The Passover Lamb (Exodus 12). 
o The High Priest of God’s people (Leviticus 16). 
o The Prophet like Moses (Deuteronomy 18:15) 

§ Generations: God’s covenant with Israel was confirmed and expanded in the book of 
Deuteronomy for a new generation. From this, we learn that every generation must respond 
to and embrace God’s covenant calling to be a holy, communal people.  

 

CONCLUSION 
 
In God’s covenant with Israel at Sinai, we see his grace calling a redeemed people to follow him 
in faith and obedience. From this, we learn that we’re called to manifest holiness on the earth by 
walking as his covenant people.  
 

HOMEWORK 
 
§ Read through the section on God’s covenant with Israel at Sinai. As you do, write down how 

God’s covenant with his people encourages your faith and calls you to enter deeper 
expressions of holiness and firmer commitments to community.   

§ Each day, prayer through a different theme of God’s covenant with Israel at Sinai. As you do, 
write down what you sense the Father is teaching you about holiness, community, blessing 
and cursing, and his unconditional grace.  
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DAVID 
 

THE BIG IDEAS IN THIS LESSON 
 
§ The elements of God’s covenant with King David. 
§ Our identity in the light of God’s covenant with King David.  
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
God’s covenant with David clarifies and expands his promises to Abraham and Israel. In Abraham, 
he promised nations and kings would come from his family. From these, the nations of the world 
would know blessing. In his covenant with Israel at Sinai, he called Israel to be a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation, standing between heaven and earth to display and expand his blessing. 
In his covenant with David, God promises he will accomplish this purpose through the 
restoration of his reign on the earth. And this restoration would be fulfilled by one of David’s 
descendants, who would rule on his throne for all eternity. 
 
Steps in this Lesson 
§ Review last week’s homework. 

o Share what you discovered about God’s covenant with Israel at Sinai. 
o Share what you discovered about your identity as a covenant participant. 

§ In small groups, read through the section “God’s Covenant with David”. 
o As you do, write down the questions the members of your group ask. 
o As you do, write down answers you receive to questions you’ve already been asking. 

§ In a large group, discuss the various elements of God’s covenant with King David.  
§ Review the homework assignment for the coming week.  
 

GOD’S COVENANT WITH DAVID 
 
Key Events 
After David consolidates all the tribes under his reign, he engages in a series of battles with the 
surrounding nations to bring peace to Israel. Rest surrounds Israel due to David’s leadership and 
military victories (II Samuel 7:1). David responds to the rest and peace with the intention to build 
a house—a temple—for Yahweh. In response to David’s desire, Yahweh tells David through the 
prophet Nathan that he will build David a house. Fulfilling his covenant promise to Abraham, this 
house would be an eternal dynasty through which God’s reign would fill the world through one 
of David’s descendants. Even if David’s descendants were unfaithful to God, he would remain 
faithful to them and fulfill his covenant promise to reign over the nations.  
 
Key Passages 
§ II Samuel 7 
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§ Psalm 89 
§ Jeremiah 33:14-26 
 
Purposes, Promises, Provisions: Throne, Dynasty, Relationship 
§ Throne: The kingdom of God is God’s reign invading creation for the restoration of all things. 

In God’s kingdom, he reigns over the nations and the universe. In his covenant with David, 
Yahweh promises to establish his reign on the earth through David’s throne, a throne that 
was eternal (II Samuel 7:13,16; Psalm 89:29). And this element of God’s covenant with David 
is in perfect continuity with the promise of a king made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
(Genesis 35:11). 

§ Kingdom: In this covenant, God promised to establish his kingdom on earth, set against all 
other kingdoms and kings. Not only did this fulfill promises made to Abraham and Israel, it 
clarified and expanded what God’s kingdom would look like in the eternal age: it would be a 
theocracy over which he ruled through his appointed agent (II Samuel 7:12,16). 

§ Dynasty: God’s kingdom would manifest through a David’s family dynasty. David’s sons 
would sit on his throne in the temporal world. But David’s distant descendant would sit on 
his throne for all eternity (II Samuel 7:11,16). 

§ Greatness: Like his promises to Abraham and Israel, Yahweh promised greatness to David 
and his kingdom, which included fame, renown, an eternal reputation, and spiritual authority 
(II Samuel 7:9; see also Genesis 12:1-3).  

§ The Land of Israel: David’s dynasty would rule over the nations from the land of Israel and he 
would do so in peace. Ultimately, the people of God, Israel, would enjoy God’s eternal 
kingdom, characterized by peace and harmony, in their own land (II Samuel 7:10,11). Again, 
this is an expansion of God’s promise to Abraham (Genesis 13:1-18; Psalm 89:19-23). 

§ Father/Son Relationship: Not only was Yahweh be Israel’s God, he was their Father. In this 
covenant, he promised to establish a father/son relationship with David’s son, Solomon. 
However, this relationship anticipated the Father’s future relationship with David’s distant 
descendant, who would reign on David’s throne eternally (II Samuel 7:14; Psalm 89:26,27). 

§ Unconditional Mercy: Yahweh established his covenant with David based on his 
unconditional mercy. While there were elements of his covenant that were conditional 
(specifically, the unbroken continuity of a physical throne in Jerusalem), God promised that a 
king would finally be established on David’s throne who would rule forever. And all of this 
would come to fruition due solely on God’s faithful mercy (II Samuel 7:15; Psalm 89:24-37). 

 
Covenant Response: Grace from Yahweh, Faith from David and Israel 
The movement from God toward David and Israel was lovingkindness and mercy. God extended 
the privilege of kingship to David based on his divine mercy and wisdom. Although David was an 
honorable king and faithful worshipper of Yahweh, he was deeply flawed, like all other humans. 
So, God’s selection was based solely on his grace (II Samuel 7:8). But God’s grace was far more 
expansive. Not only did God select David, he promised David the throne and kingdom eternally. 
And his promise to give these privileges to David originated in God’s unconditional grace. Despite 
the failure (even anticipated in the text) of David’s sons, God affirmed that his promise would 
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not depart from David, his family, or his kingdom (II Samuel 7:16; Psalm 89:3,4; Isaiah 9:6,7; 
Daniel 7:13,14).  
 
The stunning graciousness of God’s promise is highlighted in the way this promise came about. In 
characteristic fashion, the worshipper (David) commits to do some great act of service for deity 
(Yahweh). Responding to David’s piety and devotion with grace, Yahweh extends mercy to 
David—and all of humanity—by choosing to build a house, a dynasty, and a kingdom for David. 
Not only did his benevolence give David the privilege of a kingly reign, it promised the nations of 
the world that a kingdom was coming, ruled by a worthy king, and that through him, the world 
would experience the restoration for which it was longing. Not only was God’s promise 
unconditional to David, it was unconditional to Israel and the nations (II Samuel 7:1-16, esp. 
12,13; I Kings 2:33). 
 
David and his descendants were called to response with faith in God’s promise, which would 
manifest as obedience to God’s Torah. While faith was actualized in Solomon, Hezekiah, and 
Josiah, their lives were an imperfect shadow of God’s ultimate design. In most other kings, over 
Israel and Judah, unfaithfulness was characteristic (I Kings 6:12; esp. 11:26-13:10; II Chronicles 
6:16,17; 7:17,18). Ultimately, all kings were compared to David and his faithfulness (I Kings 3:3; 
11:4-13; 15:1-5; 15:11; II Kings 14:3; 16:2; 18:3; 22:2). While true, it must be remembered that 
even David’s faith was insufficient to manifest the perfect reign and salvation the world 
desperately needed—hence, the promise of a coming king who would and could do what even 
David could not (Isaiah 9:6,7). 
 
Covenant Fulfillment: Unconditional  
God’s covenant with David had unconditional and conditional elements to it. The promise of a 
throne, dynasty, and kingdom were all unconditional. Based on his own faithfulness, Yahweh 
would keep his promises to David and cause them to come to pass (II Samuel 7:11-16; Psalm 
89:29).  
 
However, there was a conditional element to God’s promise. If David’s descendants were 
unfaithful to the covenant, which they were, then God would discipline them but would not 
remove his mercy from them. By this, Yahweh indicates that discipline could and would affect 
the physical line of kings that reigned in Jerusalem on his original throne. However, that breach 
in the physical would not ultimately determine the efficacy of his gracious promise. No matter 
what, David’s throne would be secured and one of his descendants would reign on it (II Samuel 
7:15,16).  
 
Covenant Sign: Salt 
While more obscure than the other covenants, the sign of The Davidic covenant was salt. In 
Numbers 18:19, we see that a salt covenant represents perpetuity, the ongoing, eternal 
permanence of an agreement. So, salt speaks of preservation and permanence. In II Chronicles 
13:5, David’s grandson, Abijah, refers to God’s covenant with David, saying “Ought you not to 
know that the Lord God of Israel gave the kingship over Israel forever to David and his sons by a 
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covenant of salt?” So, we see that the covenant was ratified and is symbolized by salt, speaking 
to its permanence and eternality.  
 
Covenant Themes 
§ Kingdom/King/Throne: David’s covenant speaks to the bigger issue of God’s kingdom. In this 

covenant, we see God’s provision to actualize his kingdom on earth, among the nations. 
Standing on the foundation of God’s promise, we have assurance that his kingdom will not 
only last forever, it will expand forever (Isaiah 9:6,7). In fact, many of the Psalms foreshadow 
David’s kingship as the everlasting rule of the Messiah (Psalm 89; 132, esp. 11,12). When 
Jesus arrived, he announced the good news: God’s kingdom had arrived. It pointed to him, 
was contained within him, and actualized by him. So, in Jesus, we see that God’s promise to 
David is coming to pass but is not yet completely fulfilled. It’s both “now” and “not yet”. 
When Jesus rose from the dead, it commenced the invasion of God’s kingdom, which 
continues to expand in every generation (Ephesians 1:20-23; Philippians 2:9-11). In turn, 
God’s promise speaks to the restoration of humanity’s dominion over creation. Among God’s 
people, he’s established his reign and from them, life and love are restored in creation. 
Together, God’s people actualize his kingdom and reign with him as a kingly nation (Psalm 
149; Revelation 2:26,27).  

§ Dynasty: God’s promise to establish a house for David speaks of a dynasty. His family alone 
has the privilege to reign on God’s throne. Therefore, God’s king must come from David’s line, 
a member of his family. So, only through David’s family can Israel’s true king come, which is 
the point of Matthew’ genealogy (Matthew 1:1-16).  

§ Temple: David’s attempt to build a house for God was fulfilled by Solomon. The Temple was 
not only the location of God’s presence on earth calling all nations to worship him, it was also 
the location of God’s throne, calling all nations to serve their rightful king. This Temple, 
however, speaks of the Temple of Jesus’ body, the dwelling place of God on earth among his 
chosen people. What God promised to David is being fulfilled in measure as the Holy Spirit 
fills God’s people, gathered in local congregations, with his presence.  

§ Nations: God’s covenant with David speaks to his reign among the nations. Not only will God 
reign over Israel, through Israel he will reign over the nations (Psalm 2; 110. When the 
Messiah is installed as creation’s rightful ruler (which he was in his ascension), then God’s 
promise to David has commenced. However, the fullness of his reign hasn’t yet arrived 
because the nations remain in rebellion to God. Through gospel preaching, though, the 
nations come into agreement with God’s rule, are translated in his kingdom, and submit to 
his reign. This was the point the apostles made regarding God’s promise to Amos: the house 
of David will be rebuilt through the inclusion of non-Jewish people in Israel (Acts 15:13-18).  

§ The Messiah Faithfulness: The Davidic covenant points to God’s Messiah. God’s covenant 
with David shows us that while human kings failed, God’s king, Jesus, will not fail. Through 
Jesus, God’s reign in the world will be restored and all of creation will exist in abundant, 
eternal life once again. Where every king failed—even every human—the Messiah did not 
fail. As a result, through his victory, we have victory over sin and death. David’s throne is 
established by God’s choosing because he would cause David’s descendant to be faithful, 
ultimately seen in the Messiah. David’s kingdom is established by God’s choosing because it 
is ultimately the kingdom over which God Himself will reign through the Messiah. David’s 



Lesson Six 

 35 

house is established by God’s choosing because it was through it that the Messiah would 
come. In Jesus, we see the fulfillment of the eternal promise, for he will be ever faithful to 
the Father (Luke 1:32,33). 

§ Spiritual Authority: In David’s covenant, we see the principle that spiritual authority follows 
salvation and sanctification. In Abraham, we see that salvation is by grace through faith. In 
God’s covenant with Israel, we see that sanctification is by grace through faith. In David, we 
see a further expansion: the restoration of our calling and spiritual authority is by grace 
through faith. When God promised a kingdom to David, and descendants who would fulfill 
his rule, we’re included in this promise. Believers are the receptacles of God’s renewed 
authority and power, doing together what Adam and Eve failed to do.  

 

CONCLUSION 
 
God’s covenant with David speaks to his kingdom reign and the fulfillment of his kingdom 
through one worthy of this calling. Only Jesus could fulfill God’s promise to David. In his life, 
death, resurrection, and current reign, David’s covenant is being fulfilled. As we exercise spiritual 
authority over sin and death, his covenant is fulfilled. And as the lost come into relationship with 
the Father through Jesus, God’s promise to David that the nations would serve him is fulfilled.  
 

HOMEWORK 
 
§ Read through the section on God’s covenant with David. As you do, write down how God’s 

covenant with his people encourages your faith and calls you to enter deeper expressions of 
spiritual authority so you can fulfill your calling.   

§ Each day, prayer through a different theme of God’s covenant with David. As you do, write 
down what you sense the Father is teaching you about spiritual authority, God’s kingdom, 
and his unconditional grace.  
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THE NEW COVENANT 
 

THE BIG IDEAS IN THIS LESSON 
 
§ The elements of God’s covenant with King David. 
§ Our identity in the light of God’s covenant with King David.  
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
In the New Covenant, the promises of God’s previous covenants come to their intended end. 
Each of his previous covenants ultimately points to a renewed humanity; a humanity 
transformed by the power of his Word and Spirit; a humanity restored to their original identity 
and calling; and a humanity reconciled to Yahweh. These promises are contrasted with 
humanity’s failure, in general, and Israel’s failure, specifically. Where humans failed, where Israel 
failed, where Adam failed, God would be faithful and restore creation through his Son, Jesus.  
 
Steps in this Lesson 
§ Review last week’s homework. 

o Share what you discovered about God’s covenant with David. 
o Share what you discovered about your identity as a covenant participant. 

§ In small groups, read through the section “The New Covenant”. 
o As you do, write down the questions the members of your group ask. 
o As you do, write down answers you receive to questions you’ve already been asking. 

§ In a large group, discuss the various elements of the New Covenant.  
§ Review the homework assignment for the coming week.  
 

THE NEW COVENANT 
 
Key Passages 
§ Jeremiah 31 
§ Ezekiel 36:25-27 
§ II Corinthians 3:1-18 
§ Hebrews 7-10 
 
Purposes, Promises, Provisions:  
In the Hebrew, the word new contains the ideas of newness and renewal. So, in the New 
Covenant, God renews something already given, namely, the promise of a people called by his 
name, commissioned to infuse the world with life and light, and obedient to his ways. And this 
would take place only in a people who trusted in him, as Abraham did, and whose hearts were 
circumcised, cut off from all that defines and distracts (Deuteronomy 30). These elements were 
already present in his first three covenants. Beyond this, the New Covenant promised that would 
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take place for anyone who trusted in God’s Messiah and it would happen through the renewing, 
restoring power of his indwelling presence in the person of the Holy Spirit.  
 
§ A New Heart: In the New Covenant, God promised his people would be known by their 

renewed hearts. God’s nature, reflected by the ideas of ways and law would be written on 
the hearts of those who trust in him. The result of this work is that his people would not only 
obey ways but they would be like him in motive, attitude, perspective, vision, passion, and so 
on. His image would renew their image and, as a result, they would be like in him inwardly 
and outwardly (II Peter 1:3-10). Even though God called Israel, his chosen people, to have 
their hearts renewed by faith (using the imagery of circumcision), they were unfaithful to him. 
In their unfaithfulness, though, God shows the power of his grace by doing in them what they 
could not do themselves.  

§ A New Relationship: When Yahweh outlines the vision and scope of the New Covenant, he 
says he will be their God, and they will be his people. He emphasized the promise of a 
renewed relationship because Israel was not capable of walking in faithfulness to Yahweh. 
Despite his goodness, they continually sought life from other gods, uniting with idols through 
worship, devotion, and obedience. In their unfaithfulness, God even calls them an unfaithful 
wife (Hosea 1:1-2:23). Yet, he also promises his grace is so alluring and irresistible that Israel 
will become faithful to him, walking in exclusive relationship with him alone.  

§ A New Reconciliation: In the New Covenant, God promises his people will know him. The 
word know is a term that speaks to a level of allegiance and affection unattainable by the 
human heart. In all his dealings with Israel, Yahweh was faithful to reveal his nature to his 
people. By his word and works, they always knew who he was and what he would do. In 
contrast, Israel didn’t respond in faith to his faithfulness. Instead of receiving the gift of his 
presence and heart as life, they rejected it and opted for other gods. So, when God says they 
would know him, he refers to a faithful response to his word and works, one in which they 
receive him in the fullness of his promise and purpose. Even more, he indicates that only 
those who know him would be included in his people. Throughout Israel’s generations, there 
were many who were part of his people because they were Jewish by blood. However, they 
didn’t trust him. There were in and among his covenant people despite their lack of faith and 
obedience. God’s promise that they would “… all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest …” means that everyone among his covenant people would exercise faith in him and 
walk in covenant faithfulness. Any Jew who did trust his Messiah was part of his family; and 
any non-Jew who trusted his Messiah would also be part of his family, regardless of their 
ethnic or religious heritage (Romans 2:28,29).  

§ A New Forgiveness: When the New Covenant speaks of forgiveness, it refers to far more than 
getting rid of bad things we’ve done. Instead, it speaks to the holistic work of renewal that 
humans need to experience so they can be restored to God’s image and fulfill his calling. To 
be forgiven, then, is to receive God’s formative grace that changes us in every aspect of our 
being, granting us the privilege and authority to be all that God created us to be and do all 
God created us to do. In forgiveness, we have access to healing, perfect presence, freedom, 
reconciliation, eternal vision, unconditional love, acceptance, and power: the full gamut of 
God’s promise of restoration to us. 
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Covenant Response: Grace from Yahweh, Faith from Israel and the Nations 
In the New Covenant, once again we have the interdependent interaction of God’s grace and our 
faith. God’s grace manifests as supernatural provision for restoration. By offering his grace to us, 
the inadequacy of our humanity is resolved. Through the promises of the New Covenant, what 
humans could never do, God does in them as they trust in his Messiah (Jeremiah 31:31-34; 
Ezekiel 36:25-27; II Corinthians 3:1-18). Even more, the prophet Jeremiah informs us that the 
source of the breakdown between God and his people was them: they could not exercise 
faithfulness to him, despite his faithfulness to them (Jeremiah 31:32). So, the New Covenant is 
God’s provision to address our inability to trust and respond to him in obedience.  
 
More specifically, God’s grace was manifested as formation, relationship, reconciliation, and 
forgiveness. First, in formation, God’s grace functions to restore us in his image and brings us 
into the place where blessing is our heritage (Ezekiel 11:19,20; 36:25-27; Micah 7:18,19; 
Hebrews 8:10-12). Alone, he makes us like him, restoring us to our identity and calling. Second, 
his grace is the operative power of restored relationship with him. By his grace alone, we are his 
people and he’s our God. We can assume no credit for our chosen status. Despite our wayward, 
wandering hearts, God made us his own (Deuteronomy 7:6-11). Third, God alone does the work 
of bridging the chasm between our unfaithfulness and his faithfulness, of drawing us to himself 
despite our rebellion and self-reliance. By his grace, we know him, meaning, he accomplishes in 
us what makes us capable of experiencing a faithful relationship with him in his sovereignty and 
holiness (Jeremiah 24:7; Hosea 2:20; Hebrews 8:10,11). Lastly, God’s grace alone accomplishes 
forgiveness. Nothing we do can earn or merit God’s forgiving grace (Ephesians 2:8,9).  
 
Lastly, it’s important to recognize that God’s grace in the New Covenant is manifested as the 
appearance of Israel’s Messiah, Jesus, in his incarnation, death, resurrection, and reign. Even 
though Israel was unfaithful; even though she continually chose to seek life from false gods; even 
though she abandoned God’s life and ways, God sent his Messiah to redeem her. It was an act of 
complete, unrelenting grace that the Messiah came, proving to humanity in every generation 
that God’s love and salvation can save to the uttermost (Hebrews 7:25). Even more, while the 
New Covenant has commenced (it’s started), it’s not yet complete. It will only be complete when 
God’s grace accomplishes the great miracle of restoring the hearts of the Jewish people to her 
Messiah, Jesus (Romans 9-11, esp. 11:1-32). And this happens only by God’s grace. 
 
Not only does the New Covenant reveal God’s grace, it calls Israel and all humanity to respond to 
God’s grace in faith, a faith centered exclusively on Jesus the Messiah. In his wisdom and love, 
the Father sent the Son—after generations of promise—to embody his kingdom and salvation. 
Not only did he show us the Father in his life and miracles, he carried God’s saving grace in his 
own life, offering it in death on the cross. Faith, then, is trusting in God’s provision of salvation in 
the person of Jesus. And it means that we trust he will give us the fullness of a new heart, 
relationship, reconciliation, and forgiveness.  
 
The faith to which we’re called is the only way into the inheritance of the New Covenant. 
Nothing we do, nothing we are, nothing we earn gives us the right to receive God’s salvation 
apart from trusting him. Unless we trust, we have no life (John 5-6). Faith alone is the 
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mechanism of life-giving grace (Romans 4:1-25; 9:30-10:13). In turn, genuine faith manifests as 
obedience. To trust is to be so convinced of something our life conforms to the picture of life 
and reality conveyed. Consider gravity. We trust that gravity works, which means we don’t jump 
out of an airplane without a parachute. Likewise, we don’t look for forgiveness, reconciliation, 
restoration, or a new heart in anything but God’s Son, Jesus. And we demonstrate our trust by 
doing what his word says we’re to do (Ezekiel 36:25-27; Romans 6-8; James 2:14-27). 
 
Covenant Fulfillment: Unconditional  
The terms of the New Covenant are unconditional. This means that God will fulfill the New 
Covenant by his grace alone and will do so without condition. The forgiveness he offers in the 
New Covenant is accomplished unconditionally. He didn’t wait to find out if humans would 
respond before he sent Jesus to die: he did it knowing humans were incapable of responding. 
And by his grace, he does in us what we need so we can respond (Matthew 26:26-30; Acts 
13:38,39; Romans 3:19-26). His reconciliation is unconditional. The New Covenant is the climax 
of God’s covenant promises throughout the ages to reconcile His creation to Himself. God’s 
promise of life in His covenants are unconditional, which means al people who trust in the 
Messiah will be blessed (literally, given life) by God’s choosing. In the New Covenant, his promise 
to reestablish perfect relationship with humanity is without condition. The New Covenant 
declares all those who trust in the Messiah will have unique covenant relationship with Him, 
literally, will know Him. Those who participated in His previous covenants did not necessarily 
know Him, though He invited them into covenant relationship. Lastly, the promise of renewed 
hearts is also unconditional. The New Covenant promises God’s instruction contained in the 
Torah specifically, and His Word, generally, will be written on the hearts of all who trust in Him 
(Jeremiah 31:31-34). Instruction alone, literally Torah, cannot empower us to be changed into 
the image of the Messiah, which means external obedience is not evidence of New Covenant 
transformation (Romans 8:1-4).  
 
Covenant Sign: The Messiah’s Blood through Sacrifice 
The sign of the New Covenant is Jesus’ blood (Matthew 26:26-30). In Jesus, we have the 
outpouring of God’s life in sacrificial atonement. At the same time, we have the outpouring of 
humanity’s life in one who perfectly embodied faith and obedience to God. In these two 
contrasting truths, God demonstrates that Jesus’ blood was the promise and fulfillment of all he 
promised to do to restore humanity to relationship with him. In Abraham, we see the blood of 
friendship. In God’s covenant with Israel at Sinai, we see the blood of atonement, forgiveness, 
and reconciliation. Both find their fulfillment and completion in Jesus’ death (Hebrews 8:8-10).  
 
Covenant Themes 
§ Restoration: The first key theme of the New Covenant is found in its promises and provisions: 

new heart, new relationship, new reconciliation, and new forgiveness. These four themes 
bring all God’s previous covenants to their expected goal and lay the foundation for God’s 
work in the world through his people, Israel, and his Messiah, Jesus. 

§ Promise & Fulfillment: What God promised to humanity, starting in Genesis three, finds its 
ultimate aim in and through the New Covenant. Everything required to return to God’s 
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presence is seen clearly in God’s final covenant with his people. Although the New Covenant 
wasn’t ratified until Jesus died and was raised, the promise of new life grows in creation 
through its promises and provisions. Even more, while the New Covenant is currently 
unfolding in the world through the Holy Spirit, its complete fulfillment awaits Israel’s 
repentance and the Messiah’s second coming. What we learn, then, is that God is a God of 
promise and fulfillment. In the past, we see his promises articulated. And we see them begin 
to take root in the world. In the present, we’re the recipients of his promised restoration. 
Finally, in the future, we anticipate the completion of his promises.  

§ Continuity: The New Covenant does not negate or abrogate God’s previous covenants. 
Rather, it completes them, bringing them to their fullest expression. We see this in the 
Sermon on the Mount. In Matthew 5:17-21, Jesus tells us he came to interpret the Torah and 
the Prophets (the books of the Old Testament) according to their ultimate aim (that’s what 
the words abolish and fulfill meant in the first century). Then, he says nothing in the Torah or 
Prophets will pass away (cease to be authoritative or applicable) until all they promise is 
fulfilled. Then, in the remaining portions of Matthew 5:22-48, Jesus shows us what many of 
the Ten Commandments look like when they’re applied through the lens of the New Covenant 
promises and provisions. From Jesus’ teaching, then, we can see that God intends for all his 
covenants to continue in the life of his people. Even more, we’re told in Hebrews 8:7-9 that 
the New Covenant was given to address human weakness and frailty, not replace God’s 
previous covenants. In other words, there’s nothing wrong with God’s previous covenants 
and he didn’t give the New Covenant because some was wrong. Rather, he gave the New 
Covenant to remedy our sin problem, transform our hearts, and as a result, bring all his 
previous covenants to their intended purpose.  

§ Israel as God’s Chosen People: The New Covenant points to the promise that God’s natural 
people, Israel, will be saved (Romans 11). While the nation of Israel was rebellious and 
idolatrous—like all nations—they will receive the promise of new hearts so they can worship 
God in Spirit and Truth. God has not cast off his people; rather, he decided to use their calling 
and failure to display the plight of humanity and God’s relentless, unconditional grace to 
restore all things to himself. So, in the end, all Israel will be saved as a testimony of God’s 
faithfulness to his people, Israel and the nations (Romans 11:26).  

§ Israel & the Nations: While the New Covenant was made exclusively with Israel, its promises 
extend to the nations. Based on the exercise of faith in God’s Messiah, the New Covenant 
envisions cosmic restoration, including Israel, the nations, and all of creation. Like Abraham, 
any who trust in God’s Messiah inherit God’s salvation (called “righteousness”) and reap the 
benefits of the provisions of the New Covenant. Knowing that the New Covenant wasn’t 
made with the nations or “the church” but only with Israel, we have a firm foundation to see 
God’s faithfulness to Abraham, the father of faith, Israel, and the entire world (Jeremiah 
31:31-34; Romans 9:4,5). 

§ Climax of God’s Covenants: In the New Covenant, all the previous covenants arrive at their 
expected goal, which means the themes of the previous covenants are found, directly or 
indirectly, in the New Covenant.  

§ Generational Fidelity: The New Covenant is eternal in scope, which means it’s not bound by 
time (Jeremiah 31:35-37). In every generation, Yahweh has invited His people into the 
promises and provisions of the New Covenant. The Gospel was preached to Abraham 
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(Galatians 3:8). The Gospel was preached to Israel, given as an invitation into God’s life and 
blessing (Deuteronomy 10:16; 30:6; Hebrews 3:1-4:2). The Gospel is the promise of life 
extended to every generation throughout time (Romans 9:27; 11:1-6). 

§ Grace & Faith: Faith is the exclusive way into the blessings of Yahweh’s covenants. All those 
who exercise faith in the Messiah become participants in the New Covenant and inheritors of 
Abraham’s blessing of life. They are brought into Israel and partake of her covenants (Acts 
15:13-18; Galatians 3:29; Ephesians 2:14-16). It has always been God’s intention to have a 
people of faith. In His sovereignty, He raised up the nation of Israel to be light to the nations. 
While they have not walked in their calling, they are not cast off forever. However, they will 
come to restoration through faith; and, those among the nations come to Him through faith 
as well. This means that with the commencement of the New Covenant, God’s is fulfilling His 
purpose of raising up a people of faith, whether Jew or Gentile (Romans 2:12-29). 

 

CONCLUSION 
 
The New Covenant is the apex of God’s faithfulness to his people. All that he promised to Adam 
and Eve, Abraham, Israel, and the world is actualized through the fulfillment of the New 
Covenant.  
 

HOMEWORK 
 
§ Read through the section on the New Covenant. As you do, write down how God’s covenant 

with Israel and Judah, his New Covenant, encourages your faith and calls you to enter deeper 
expressions of formation, reconciliation, relationship, and forgiveness.   

§ Each day, prayer through a different theme of the New Covenant. As you do, write down 
what you sense the Father is teaching you about his faithfulness to restore the world through 
his kingdom and unconditional grace.  
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RECONCILED TO THE MESSIAH 
 

THE BIG IDEAS IN THIS LESSON 
 
§ To be “messianic” is to be reconciled to Jesus the Messiah.  
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
The story of the world is this: God wants to bless the world and we want to be God. Repeatedly, 
the Bible declares God is the only and true king. Yet, we’ve all rejected him. But God’s reign in 
Jesus promises to redeem us from the curse of self-rule, reconcile us to relationship with him so 
we can submit to his reign, and restores us to his identity so we can cooperate with him to 
extend his life into creation. 
 
Every life tells a story. The question we want to ask is what story is our life telling? But it’s also 
important to ask in what ways is it defined and influenced by the competing stories of darkness? 
When God’s story is small, and ours is big, we’re the protagonist and God inevitably ends up as 
the antagonist—whether we intend him to be or not. The only solution to our dilemma is to be 
reconciled to God our story can be told in the larger context of his eternal story.  
 
The entire thrust of the Bible’s story points to Jesus: who he is, what he’s done, what he’s doing 
now, and what he’ll do in the future. The plot speaks about Jesus. The images and rituals show 
us who he is. Different characters portray different aspects of his ministry. Each book of the Bible 
gives us a unique perspective of Jesus. In the end, Jesus is the centerpiece of God’s kingdom. As 
a result, our relationship with Jesus is the foundation of what “messianic” means.  
 
Steps in this Lesson 
§ Review last week’s homework. 

o Share what you discovered about the New Covenant. 
o Share what you discovered about your identity as a covenant participant. 

§ In small groups, read through the section “Five Changes”. 
o Discuss the section “Reconciled to Jesus” in a large group. 
o Discuss the section “Responding to Jesus” and “Three Questions” in small groups. 

§ Review the homework assignment for the coming week.  
 

FIVE CHANGES  
 
In Ephesians 2:12, Paul lists five changes take place when we trust in Jesus—all five of which help 
us understand what messianic means. These five changes include the following points. 
1. Separated from Christ: When we trust in the Messiah, we are reconciled to him. 
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2. Alienated from the commonwealth of Israel: When we trust in the Messiah, we’re adopted 
into Abraham’s family and become part of the nation of Israel. 

3. Strangers to the covenants of the promise: When we trust in the Messiah, we participate in 
the blessings, provisions, and responsibility of God’s covenants. 

4. Having no hope: When we trust in the Messiah, we receive the hope of abundant, eternal life. 
5. Without God in the world: When we trust in the Messiah, we enter relationship with God 

while still living in this world.  
 
In this lesson, we focus on the first change: reconciled to Jesus.  
 
Reconciled to Jesus 
Through sin, we were separated from Christ, meaning, all that he is and does is unavailable to us. 
When we trust Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life, everything between us and him is 
removed and we’re able to receive his life. Here are key concepts associated with reconciliation. 
§ Salvation: When we’re reconciled, we experience God’s salvation. By “salvation”, we’re 

referring to the fact that we were under the authority of sin and death and Jesus rescued us 
from them. Like a slave in a slave market, Jesus offered his life to redeem us from the 
bondage of sin and death. When he saves us, he purges the effects of sin and death and then 
promises we’ll receive his abundant, eternal life instead. 

o See: Romans 5:1-10 
§ Grace: When we’re reconciled, we experience God’s grace. By “grace”, we mean God’s 

unmerited favor: we receive what we don’t deserve and can’t earn. There was no reason 
Jesus had to reconcile us to himself. Nothing we are or do could require him to do so. Due to 
his great love, Jesus brought us near to him through sheer grace, a gift of life that can never 
be repaid. Even more, grace is divine empowerment. By God’s grace, we experience 
reconciliation and then have the privilege to grow into the fullness of all that his 
reconciliation means, culminating in eternal life in his presence.  

o See: Ephesians 2:8-10 
§ Faith: When we’re reconciled, we exercise faith in God’s grace. By “faith” we refer to the 

condition of our entire being believing: God exists; God is all he said he is; God will do all he 
said he will do; God reveals all he is and does in Jesus; and then ordering our inner and outer 
life around these facts. Additionally, to have faith means that forsake all other gods, every 
other source of life, and surrender our self to receive life from Jesus by worshipping him 
alone.  

o See: Romans 4:1-21; Hebrews 11:1-6 
§ Repentance: When we’re reconciled, we repent. By “repentance”, we mean that we trust 

Jesus enough to live within the scope of his instruction. We turn from everything that would 
demand our allegiance and affection, offer our lives exclusively to Jesus, and then live daily as 
he’s instructed us to live. More than this, repentance is the conviction that all other sources 
that claim to offer life are empty and can’t give us the life Jesus promises.  

o See: Ezekiel 18:1-29; Ephesians 4:17-32 
§ Water Baptism: When we’re reconciled, we enter the beautiful promises and provisions of 

water baptism. First, we identify with Jesus, meaning, we embrace him as our king and God 
so everything that’s true of his death and resurrection is extended to us. Second, we receive 
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new life, meaning, the life he now lives becomes available to us. Third, we’re cleansed from 
sin and death, detached from its authority and power in our lives.  

o See: Romans 6:1-23; Colossians 2:8-15 
§ The Holy Spirit: When we’re reconciled, we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. While there are 

many elements of the Holy Spirit’s ministry to us, two are important to mention. First, Paul 
says we’re “sealed” with the Holy Spirit, meaning, we have received heaven’s life and can be 
assured that we’re reconciled to the Father by his presence in us. Second, the Holy Spirit is 
God’s personal presence living in us, meaning, God actually dwells in us so that we can 
receive his life and commune with him intimately. 

o See: Romans 8:1-39; Ephesians 1:11-14 
 
Responding to Jesus 
When we respond to Jesus by faith and experience reconciliation, here are the key ideas that 
encapsulate our response.  
1. I recognize I want to be the king of my life and think I can get life apart from Jesus (Jeremiah 

2:12,13). 
2. I know that if I’m the king of my life, I can’t have God’s life—and I’m dead (Romans 3:8-20; 

Ephesians 2:1-3). 
3. I know I can’t get life without Jesus and there’s no way for me to change this—I’m not able 

(John 6:68; Romans 3:20-31). 
4. I know God loves me enough to tell me Jesus is the only one who can rescue me from death 

(John 1:12; 17:3). 
5. I know God loves me enough to send Jesus to die in my place (John 3:16). 
6. I want Jesus to be my king so I can have his life. And he can have my entire life for the rest of 

my life (Philippians 3:7-14). 
7. I commit myself to live like he did, do what he wants me to do, and give his life to others 

(Luke 9:23-27). 
8. I will be baptized in water to fully identify with who he is and what he wants me to do in and 

through me (Matthew 28:18-20; Romans 6). 
9. I will receive God’s Spirit into my life so he can make me like him and empower me to do 

what he’s doing (Romans 8). 
 
Three Questions 
In small groups, review the statements listed under “Responding to Jesus” and then discuss your 
answers to the following questions: 
§ Do I honestly, truthfully trust Jesus is the Messiah? How do I know?  
§ Do I live as if I’m reconciled to Jesus? How do I know? 
§ What difference might it make if I lived with the assurance that I’m reconciled to Jesus?  
 

CONCLUSION 
 
When we’re reconciled to God through Jesus, we receive heaven’s life now—and can begin to 
live toward the fullness of God’s promises of abundant, eternal life.  
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HOMEWORK 
 
§ Read through the sections in “Reconciled to Jesus”. Spend one-to-three days reading the 

paragraph, exploring the scriptures, journaling what you discover, and then responding to 
God in prayer. 

§ Each day, ask yourself on of the questions in “Responding to Jesus”. Think about the question 
throughout the day. As the Spirit gives you insight, write down what you discover. To help 
you focus your meditation, read the corresponding scripture passages and use them as 
prayer points.  
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GRAFTED IN 
 

THE BIG IDEAS IN THIS LESSON 
 
§ To be “messianic” is to be adopted into Abraham’s family and grafted into the nation of Israel.  
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Steps in this Lesson 
§ Review last week’s homework. 

o Share what you discovered about what it means to be reconciled to Jesus. 
§ Together, read the section “Five Changes”, then discuss the section “Know Your Identity”. 
§ In small groups, discuss two of the six sections on God’s covenants with his people and then 

discuss the “Three Questions” together.  
§ Review the homework assignment for the coming week.  
 

FIVE CHANGES  
 
In Ephesians 2:12, Paul lists five changes take place when we trust in Jesus—all five of which help 
us understand what messianic means. These five changes include the following points. 
1. Separated from Christ: When we trust in the Messiah, we are reconciled to him. 
2. Alienated from the commonwealth of Israel: When we trust in the Messiah, we’re adopted 

into Abraham’s family and become part of the nation of Israel.  
3. Strangers to the covenants of the promise: When we trust in the Messiah, we participate in 

the blessings, provisions, and responsibility of God’s covenants. 
4. Having no hope: When we trust in the Messiah, we receive the hope of abundant, eternal life. 
5. Without God in the world: When we trust in the Messiah, we enter relationship with God 

while still living in this world.  
 
In this lesson, we focus on the second change: adopted into Abraham’s family and become part 
of the nation of Israel.  
 
Know Your Identity 
Romans 11:17-19 says we’re grafted in to the root. To what root? And Ephesians 3:6 says were 
“…fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through 
the gospel.” Fellow heirs of what? And what body? And what promises? Galatians 3:29 says 
we’re Abraham’s offspring—literally children—and inherit his promises. How does this happen?  
 
In the beginning, Adam and Eve were full participants in God’s blessing. Everything he had, they 
received. Through sin and death, humans lost the privileges of God’s presence and life. To 
restore life on the earth, God chose a man named Abraham, who would reveal to the world what 
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it meant to receive God’s blessing of life by trusting in him. By being part of his family, humans 
could receive life. However, there was a stipulation: you couldn’t be part of Abraham’s family by 
blood and expect to receive Jesus’ life. Instead, the only way to be part of Abraham’s family was 
to trust God and his way of salvation, like Abraham did. God’s promise was simple: those who 
trust God like Abraham did are adopted into his family and receive his blessings. So, when we 
trust Jesus is the Messiah, God made a way for us to be we’re adopted into Abraham’s family 
and become part of the nation of Israel.  
§ See: Galatians 3, Romans 4, Romans 11 
 
When we trust Jesus is the Messiah, we receive a new identity and, as a result, we inherit the 
promises God made to his people. In the following section, we’ll explore how being part of 
Abraham’s family gives us a new identity and how our identity unfolds in each of God’s 
covenants.  
 
Adam & Eve and the Garden of Eden 
God made Adam and Eve in his image and gave them dominion. By “image”, we mean that they 
alone were given God’s identity and so were like him. By “dominion”, we mean that they 
received authority and power to expand his life in creation. In the Garden of Eden, God placed 
the Tree of Life and the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. Adam and Eve were free to eat 
from the Tree of Life. By doing so, they trusted in God as their Father and received his life. If they 
ate from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, they would demonstrate they didn’t trust God 
and sought life in another source. So, trust was how Adam and Eve received and maintained 
God’s abundant, eternal life and presence.  
 
Our identity in Adam and Eve is: 
§ Humans created in God’s image. 
§ Humans commissioned with God’s dominion.  
§ Humans corrupted by sin who need redemption, reconciliation, and restoration. 
 
§ See: Genesis 3; Romans 5:12-21 
 
God’s Covenant with Abraham 
From the beginning, humans continually rejected God (Genesis 4-11). Even after the disaster of 
the flood, humanity refused to trust in God’s promise of life. In a display of his relentless love 
and unconditional grace, God revealed himself to Abraham (Genesis 12:1). When he did so, he 
promised Abraham would become a great nation, Abraham would receive a great name, and 
Abraham’s family would receive the land of Israel as their eternal inheritance (Genesis 12:1-3; 
13; 15:1-6). These three promises encapsulated God’s unconditional commitment to bless the 
world with life and redemption. Even more, God said his blessing would come to Abraham 
through a son (Genesis 13; 15:1-6). Considering Abraham and his wife, Sarah were barren, this 
was quite a promise. In and through that son, and eventually Abraham’s descendants, God 
would bring blessing into the world. 
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Here’s the key point though: Abraham received God’s blessing because he trusted in God—not 
because of anything he did (Genesis 15:1-6; Romans 4:1-21). So, in Abraham, we learn God 
unconditionally blesses us because we trust Him (Romans 3:19-31: Ephesians 2:8-10). 
 
Our identity in Abraham is: 
§ Adopted sons and daughters of God, given all the privileges and responsibilities of walking in 

his blessing (Galatians 3:26; 4:5; Ephesians 1:5). 
§ Inheritors and heirs of the blessing of life (Galatians 3:29). 
 
God’s Covenant with Israel 
God multiplied Abraham’s family and they became the nation of Israel. Enslaved by Egypt, the 
picture of sin and death, Israel needed to be redeemed so they could bring blessing to the world. 
God did this through ten plagues (Exodus 1-12). Israel’s exodus, then, came to be a core theme 
throughout the Bible to show us we all need to be rescued from the bondage of sin and death. 
 
Upon the exodus, God brought Israel to Mt. Sinai. There, He invited them to become His chosen 
people (Exodus 19). They said yes. Because they were His people, they were to completely 
identify with him in all things: in identity, in relationship, in culture, in law, and so on (Exodus 20; 
Deuteronomy 1-6). If they were faithful, they would be light and life to the nations and bring 
blessing to the world. If they weren’t, God would discipline them and they would lose the 
privilege of being life and light to the nations (Deuteronomy 28). However, they would never lose 
their standing as his chosen people.  
 
At Mt. Sinai, God revealed to Israel two foundational themes of his relationship with them and 
one another: holiness and community. In Sinai, then, we learn we can walk in holiness and 
community only because we trust God. 
 
Our identity from God’s covenant at Mt. Sinai is: 
§ A chosen people, chosen by God’s grace and called by his name, meaning, we identify with 

all he is and he reveals his nature and works in us.  
§ Kingdom of priests, who live as intercessors and worshippers, devoting ourselves to Yahweh 

and standing between heaven and earth to bring life to the nations (Exodus 19:5,6). 
§ A holy nation, a corporate people set apart from sin and death to walk with an identity and 

calling filled with God’s life.  
 
God’s Covenant with David 
Humanity rejected God as their sovereign king. Eventually, Israel did as well. In their doubt, Israel 
cried out to God for a human king. God responded by giving them one, only to let them see that 
he alone is worthy to be their king, and the king of the nations. Every king of Israel failed to live 
up to the standard of righteousness required of the king of the world. However, King David 
trusted in God in a radical and unique way. Because his heart was to follow and trust Yahweh 
completely, God chose David as the family from which he would eventually send his own son, 
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who would be installed as Israel’s king and would reign over the nations (II Samuel 7). Unlike 
Israel’s kings, God’s son would be the perfect king, doing what no human could do.  
 
Based on God’s promise to David, Jesus came into the world. Through his death, resurrection, 
and ascension, God installed him as king over the nations. Currently, he reigns from heaven. And 
God promised that the nations could come under the reign of David’s descendant (Jesus) and fill 
up his house with people from every nation (Amos 9:11-15; Acts 15:12-18).  
 
Our identity from God’s covenant with David is: 
§ Servants of the true king, walking under his rule of love and life.  
§ Ambassadors of the true king, declaring his word and demonstrating his works through 

sacrificial lives.  
 
The New Covenant  
In God’s final covenant with Israel, called the New Covenant, we see that humans need a change 
of nature and heart. From the inside out, we need God’s transforming life to change us so we 
can trust, love, and worship him. In the New Covenant, we come to terms with the fact that no 
one can trust or follow God unless they receive a new heart.  
 
When we trust in the Messiah, we receive a new heart, one on which God’s nature and ways are 
written. We come to know God in covenant faithfulness: his faithfulness is displayed to us and 
works in us to make us faithful to him. We are his people and he’s our God. And we receive the 
gift of forgiveness, the pathway into God’s expansive, eternal blessing.  
 
When God created humans, He gave us His image (who He is) and His dominion (authority, 
power). He said we were blessed (had His life). Image, dominion, and life were sustained by 
intimacy and relationship with God. In the New Covenant, our image, dominion, and life are 
restored. This happens because we have a new relationship with the Father through Jesus. 
 
Our identity in the New Covenant is: 
§ The people of Yahweh, assured that he is our God (Jeremiah 31:33,34). 
§ A new people, renewed by God’s grace, mercy, and forgiveness (Jeremiah 31:33,34). 
§ A covenant people, who have received God’s faithfulness and walk in his faithfulness by his 

grace (Jeremiah 31:33,34). 
§ A forgiven people, who have received the full benefits of God’s atoning, saving work in Jesus 

(Jeremiah 31:33,34). 
§ Filled with the Holy Spirit, washed by God’s indwelling presence and empowered to do all 

he’s commissioned us to do (Ezekiel 36:25-27; Acts 2:38). 
 
Three Questions 
In small groups, choose one of the sections on God’s covenants with his people and answer the 
following questions based on what you read in it: 
§ What does this covenant tell me about my identity? 
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§ In what ways do I see this vision of identity working into my life? In what ways does this 
vision of identity need to grow in me? 

§ What difference might it make if I lived with the assurance that this identity was true of me?  
 

CONCLUSION 
 
By God’s grace, we’ve been grafted into Abraham’s family and become partakers of his promises 
as members of the commonwealth of Israel. And it’s from these promises and provisions that we 
receive our identity.  
 

HOMEWORK 
 
§ Read through the sections on God’s covenants with his people. Spend one-to-three days 

reading a paragraph, exploring the scriptures, journaling what you discover, and then 
responding to God in prayer. 
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COVENANT PARTICIPANTS 
 

THE BIG IDEAS IN THIS LESSON 
 
§ To be “messianic” is to live as a full-fledged participant in all God’s covenants with Israel.  
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
God’s covenants are the conduit of his restoration. In them, we see how he accomplishes his 
work of redemption, reconciliation, and restoration. But we also see how he calls us to respond 
to his redeeming, reconciling, and restoring ministry. At the root of our response is faith and 
obedience. Faith changes the nature of our relationship with him; obedience is the natural 
overflow of entering a relationship with him. So, what does faith and obedience look like? 
 
Steps in this Lesson 
§ Review last week’s homework. 

o Share what you discovered about what it means to be grafted in. 
§ Together, read through the section “Five Changes” then discuss “What is a Covenant?”. 
§ In small groups, discuss one of the fours section on God’s covenants; then, discuss the 

“Three Question” together.  
§ Review the homework assignment for the coming week.  
 

FIVE CHANGES  
 
In Ephesians 2:12, Paul lists five changes take place when we trust in Jesus—all five of which help 
us understand what messianic means. These five changes include the following points. 
1. Separated from Christ: When we trust in the Messiah, we are reconciled to him. 
2. Alienated from the commonwealth of Israel: When we trust in the Messiah, we’re adopted 

into Abraham’s family and become part of the nation of Israel.  
3. Strangers to the covenants of the promise: When we trust in the Messiah, we participate in 

the blessings, provisions, and responsibility of God’s covenants. 
4. Having no hope: When we trust in the Messiah, we receive the hope of abundant, eternal life. 
5. Without God in the world: When we trust in the Messiah, we enter relationship with God 

while still living in this world.  
 
In this lesson, we focus on the third change: participants in God’s covenants of the promise.  
 

WHAT IS A COVENANT? 
There are multiple elements and layers to biblical covenants. In simple terms, covenant can be 
summarized in the following ways. 
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§ Two parties: Covenants begin with a definition of the parties involved. Every covenant has 
participants. And the participants are clearly stipulated in the covenant agreement.  

§ Definition of the relationship: When covenants are created, the relationship is defined. For 
instance, in the marriage covenant, the relationship is between a specific man and woman 
(the participants) who become a husband and wife to each other (the type of relationship) 
and parents to their future children. In the relationship Yahweh established with Israel, he 
was the deity—the exclusive deity—and they would be his faithful subjects, his people, 
unique among all the nations of the world (Deuteronomy 7:1-11).  

§ Commitments and obligations: In every covenant, the commitments and obligations of the 
covenant participants are clearly defined. When this happens, both parties know what’s 
expected of them. In God’s covenants with Israel, he defined the vertical commitments and 
obligations his people would have toward him. From this vertical relationship, he went on to 
define the horizontal commitments and obligations they would have toward one another. 
And finally, he defined their responsibilities to the nations of the world.  

§ Blessings and privileges: Covenants define the blessings and privileges of those who 
participate. To faithfully participate in a covenant means that the parties would receive 
something good as a result. In every covenant God made with Israel, he was abundantly clear 
about what they would receive for their faithful response (Genesis 12:1-3; Leviticus 26; 
Deuteronomy 28; II Samuel 7; Jeremiah 31:33,34).  

§ Curses and consequences: Not only were blessings defined, so too were curses and 
consequences. At the outset of God’s covenants with his people, he told them what would 
happen if they chose not to walk in faithfulness to him. By doing this, he displayed what his 
faithfulness would look like when Israel was faithful to him and when they weren’t (Genesis 
12:1-3; Leviticus 26; Deuteronomy 28; II Samuel 7; Jeremiah 31:33,34). 

 
The Abrahamic Covenant 
Key Scriptures: Genesis 12-17, 22; Romans 4 
 
Yahweh’s covenant with Abraham revealed God’s unrelenting, unconditional commitment to 
bring blessing into the world, to restore all things to life. From this covenant, we see the basis 
upon which God blesses the world and those in it: faith. So, the beginning of restoration is faith. 
Since this was the essential downfall of humanity—Adam and Eve trusting in themselves rather 
than God—this is the starting place for all redemption. In the covenant, we see the biblical them 
of salvation by grace through faith. So, our response to Jesus is to… 
§ Trust he is the only way to receive God’s blessing of abundant, eternal life (John 1:12; 14:6).  
§ To follow him wherever he calls us to go, knowing we’re called to die so we can live (Luke 

9:23-26; Galatians 2:20; Philippians 3:7-14). 
§ Trust him through a life of faithful obedience (James 1:2-8, 22).  
 
The Sinaitic Covenant  
Key Scriptures: Exodus 20-24; Deuteronomy 1-11 
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God’s covenant with Israel at Sinai paves the way to understand what God’s blessing and our 
faith looks like in the redeemed community. Where God’s covenant with Abraham calls us to 
faith in God’s blessing, his covenant with his people at Sinai calls us to express our faith through 
the integration of holiness in the context of community life. The Torah shows us exactly how to 
do this across the texture of our lives. This covenant shows us that sanctification is by grace 
through faith. So, our response to Jesus is to… 
§ Express obedience to the Torah as the foundational definition of holiness. 
§ Live in community in the context of a local congregation, recognizing God’s covenant with 

Israel at Sinai cannot be kept outside a biblically defined community. 
 
The Davidic Covenant 
Key Scriptures: II Samuel 7 
 
When God made a covenant with David, he restored his rightful place as king of the universe. 
Even though this promise wouldn’t be actualized until the Messianic Redeemer arrived in the 
person of Jesus, it gave Israel (and the nations) the promise and hope that his restoration would 
be complete, bringing all things into a right relationship with his through reign. In this covenant, 
we see that we’re enter into our place of spiritual authority by grace through faith. So, our 
response to Jesus is to… 
§ Embrace God’s power and authority through the Spirit to cultivate our identity and express 

our dominion as his chosen agents. 
§ Live as ambassadors of our king Jesus by declaring his work and displaying his works. 
 
The New Covenant 
Key Scriptures: Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 36:25-27 
 
The New Covenant is God’s crowning promise, the one in which the rebellious deficiencies of 
humanity are remedied by His promise of a transformed relationship and renewed heart. In the 
New Covenant, all that the other covenants point to is realized. Where our relationship with God 
has been severed by sin, Yahweh reconciles us to Himself. Where our nature has been corrupted 
by death, God promises to write His ways on our hearts. And where our life has been lost, God 
promises to forgive and empower us by His Holy Spirit. So, our response to Jesus is to… 
§ Live with the conviction that we know God and that he knows us, which means we can 

expect his covenant promises to be fulfilled in our lives. And we can expect to be faithful to 
him through the power of the Spirit.  

§ Live with the conviction we have a new heart and that God is writing his ways on it. Because 
of this, we can embrace his ways with the assurance that God will fulfill them in us and that 
by his Spirit we can delight in them. 

§ Live with the assurance Jesus’ blood forgave our sin and remedied our sinful condition. 
Because of this, we reject condemnation and the fear of death to live with the boldness of 
new life. 

§ Live with the conviction God’s Spirit in us. Because he lives in us, we have the authority and 
power to do cooperate with his work on the earth. 
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Three Questions 
In small groups, choose one of the sections on God’s covenants with his people and answer the 
following questions based on what you read in it: 
§ How do these insights into covenant help you understand how Jesus is calling you to live? 
§ What are some of the challenges of walking in God’s covenants? Privileges? 
§ How would you explain the implications of God’s covenants to other believers who might not 

share your convictions? 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
By God’s grace, we’re participants in all God’s covenants. Through this, we embrace the 
privileges and responsibilities. And when we live with way, we can expect God’s blessing to work 
in our lives in miraculous and beautiful ways.   
 

HOMEWORK 
 
Read through the sections in this lesson, one each day. As you do, take time to consider the 
implications of what it means to be a covenant participant. Journal your insights and then pray 
your insights back to Jesus each day.  
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HOPE 
 

THE BIG IDEAS IN THIS LESSON 
 
§ To be “messianic” is to live as a full-fledged participant in all God’s covenants with Israel.  
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Since creation, God’s desire has been to share His life with humanity for all eternity. But, sin 
robbed us of life and deceived us so we now think we can have life apart from Jesus. The world’s 
culture, economics, politics, militaries, etc., are all contending to preserve and create life under 
the delusion they can do so apart from Jesus. Like the Tower Babel, humans believe they can 
reach the heavens and become like God. 
 
Steps in this Lesson 
§ Review last week’s homework. 

o Share what you discovered about what it means to be covenant participants. 
§ Together, read the section “Five Changes” and discuss “The Hope of Eternal Life”. 
§ In small groups, discuss the “Three Questions” at the end of this lesson.  
§ Review the homework assignment for the coming week.  
 

FIVE CHANGES  
 
In Ephesians 2:12, Paul lists five changes take place when we trust in Jesus—all five of which help 
us understand what messianic means. These five changes include the following points. 
1. Separated from Christ: When we trust in the Messiah, we are reconciled to him. 
2. Alienated from the commonwealth of Israel: When we trust in the Messiah, we’re adopted 

into Abraham’s family and become part of the nation of Israel.  
3. Strangers to the covenants of the promise: When we trust in the Messiah, we participate in 

the blessings, provisions, and responsibility of God’s covenants. 
4. Having no hope: When we trust in the Messiah, we receive the hope of abundant, eternal life. 
5. Without God in the world: When we trust in the Messiah, we enter relationship with God 

while still living in this world.  
 
In this lesson, we focus on the fourth change: to live with the hope of eternal life.  
 

THE HOPE OF ETERNAL LIFE 
 
In the Apostolic Scriptures, the concept of hope primarily focuses on the hope of eternal life. Of 
course, we have life now and have it more abundantly. Yet, we also know we live in a corrupted 



Lesson Eleven 

 56 

world and death still has sway. Our hope is not only that we’ll have life now but also that all 
things will eventually be set right. And when they are, we’ll have the privilege to live within the 
scope of God’s perfection and presence. Further, the Bible’s narrative is a Jewish one. And within 
Judaism, more often than not, hope refers to the “age to come”, when the Messiah reigns as 
king, Israel has been restored from her exile and given freedom in the land, and the nations of 
the world serve the Living God.  
 
The Basis of our Hope: Jesus’ Resurrection 
Through Jesus’ resurrection, we have the hope of eternal life (I Corinthians 15; Colossians 1:27; I 
Peter 1:3-5). The power of sin and death was destroyed when he rose from the grave. Entering 
death on our behalf, Jesus triumphed over our greatest enemy and secured an unshakeable, 
unending promise that life will be ours forever.  
 
To be Messianic, then, is to live with the assurance Jesus was raised from the dead. Because he 
rose, we’ll also rise (I Corinthians 15). While we might wonder and struggle to believe eternal life 
is ours, the promise we’ve received is Jesus’ own resurrection. If he was raised from the grave, 
then certainly we can be raised from the dead. In him, the power of death was destroyed. To 
trust in him means we’ve received the promised blessing of eternal life.  
 
The Extent of our Hope: Eternal Life 
Through the Bible, our hope is framed as resurrection unto eternal life. Eternal life in God’s 
presence forever is the promise toward which our Christian aspirations point. Right now, death is 
our enemy. At the Messiah’s return, we’ll enter in to unending life and will never fade under sin’s 
power. Although we’re not able to conceive of what unending life might actually look like, we 
know that death is our great enemy and eternal life is the hope granted to us through Jesus’ 
resurrection. The proof the promise is true is Jesus’ resurrection. The proof we possess the 
promise is the indwelling gift of the Holy Spirit (Romans 8; Ephesians 1:13,14).  
 
To be Messianic, then, is to live with the assurance that unending life is freely given to us at the 
Messiah’s return. Because we’ll live forever in God’s presence, we can now live with the 
conviction that this life is like a breath, passing away in a moment (Psalm 90:12-15). But this 
current, brief life is contrasted with unending life. Because we have the promise of eternal life, 
we can live with the assurance that eternal life is now breaking into creation through our faith in 
Jesus. We don't fear death. It can’t harm us any longer. So, now, we can live with radical faith, 
assured that whatever we may lose now will become reward later.  
 
The Personalization of our Hope: Restored Glory 
While we don’t know what we’ll be like in eternity, we know that we’ll be like Jesus because we’ll 
see him (I John 3:1,2). And this God’s promise in the resurrection: our glory will be restored. In 
Eden, we lost our God-given glory, diminished and distorted by sin’s infection (Romans 3:23). 
Every human has trusted in something other than Jesus and, as a result, has lost the glory of his 
divine nature in us. However, in the resurrection, his glory will be restored to us. In every way, 
our being and bodies will be transformed by the light of Jesus’ face (Romans 8). Then, we will 
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receive a physical, material, incorruptible, eternal body, the body in which we’ll live forever (I 
Corinthians 15:51-58; II Corinthians 5:1-10). In the eternal age, we will receive the gift of 
unending life. Even more, we will experience the complete restoration of our humanity, 
personally and collectively. What we were originally created to be and do, we will become and 
we will accomplish. Everything God intended for us will come to fruition. We will be fruitful and 
multiply perfectly. We will exercise dominion in perfection. Jesus’ example—before and after 
resurrection—will be our long-awaited reality.  
 
To be Messianic, then, is to contend for God’s glory to invade our lives now. While the fullness of 
Jesus’ glory in us waits for the resurrection, we can receive increasing measure of his glory now. 
As we respond to Jesus in faith and obedience, standing in the power of his Word and Spirit, we 
become like Jesus in our identity and dominion, our image and our calling (II Peter 1:3-10).  
 
The Extent of our Hope: New Creation 
Not only will our personal lives and bodies be changed, so all of creation will be transformed by 
his appearing (Romans 8). Even now, creation groans under the weight of sin. Somehow, the 
current creative order is a diminished version of what God intended. When Jesus returns and 
we’re resurrected, all of creation will be restored as well. In fact, when Paul discusses this 
promise, he seems to say that creation is waiting for humans, God’s appointed ambassadors on 
the earth, to be restored to glory so it, too, can be restored to glory (Romans 8:20-23). Even 
more, the dimensions in which the angels and demons dwell—dimensions beyond our reach 
currently—will be set right by us, under the jurisdiction of Jesus’ reign. And its humans, we who 
are created in God’s image, that will ultimately sit in judgment of the angels (I Corinthians 6:2,3).  
 
To be Messianic, then, is to live with the assurance that God’s redemption is cosmic in scope. 
Because this is so, right now we can labor for the stewardship and just treatment of all aspects of 
the created order and our shared humanity: physical human life, salvation and formation, culture 
and societies, economics and poverty, race and gender, generations, and so on. As God’s chosen 
people, saved by the Messiah, transformed by the Holy Spirit, living under the authority of his 
reign and his word, we have the privilege to advance God’s causes in the world. 
 
The Geography of our Hope: Israel to the Nations 
When Jesus returns, he will not only completely restore the land of Israel to his people, he will 
cause the Promised Land to reap blessing of supernatural proportions. In it, his people will dwell 
in safety, security, and blessing (Isaiah 60). They will know his blessing because they will finally 
turn to him, the Messiah they missed but who did not forget them. From Israel’s place in the 
land, the nations will come to know the blessing of Abraham (Isaiah 2:1-5; Galatians 3:26-29). 
Throughout all the earth, the blessing of eternal life will overtake every nation. Culture will be 
transformed by Jesus’ redemptive presence. Societies will be just. Economies will use just 
weights and measures. Nations will practice mercy and righteousness.  
 
To be Messianic, then, is to labor for the restoration of the gospel and Torah to the land of Israel 
and the Jewish people. And to participate in God’s expanding blessing to the nations, cultures, 
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and ethnicities of the world. For Israel, we’re to pray and labor to see her come to know her 
Messiah and cooperate with her supernatural restoration to and possession of the land of Israel. 
For the nations, we’re to bring Israel’s Messiah to them through the declaration and 
demonstration of the gospel and the incorporation of his Word—especially the Torah—so that 
might know the Messiah and live in his blessing (Matthew 28:18-20).  
 
Hope Now 
The hope we’re given through God’s promise of life in Jesus changes how we live now because it 
redefines why we’re here and what we’re to spend our time doing (Psalm 90; Matthew 10:28). 
While eternal life is fully complete when Jesus returns, he reigns now. His life is invading now. 
And while we don’t see his, we do see his reign on earth in us, in other believers, in his church. 
And through his people, the world encounters his reign. Because this is so, we can extend His 
eternal life by displaying obedience to his ways; walking in victory over sin; healing diseases 
through prayer and fasting; contending for reconciliation between people, genders, cultures, and 
races; fighting for the acceptance of the rejected and marginalized. Since we have life now, we 
can spread life now. At the same time, we live in a state of warfare. We’re passing from temporal 
life to eternal life—and there are forces that don’t want us to make it. So, persecution, 
resistance, attack, and warfare happens. Enduring trials now is possible because we have hope of 
enduring, unfading life from Jesus (Romans 8:18-25). 
 
To be Messianic, then, is to live with radical, life-changing, unalterable hope that God’s kingdom 
will ultimately overturn every remaining vestige of death, root out sin, and restore life. And 
we’re those privileged to give our lives away that others might life (II Corinthians 4:7-12).  
 
Three Questions 
In small groups, choose one of the sections on God’s covenants with his people and answer the 
following questions based on what you read in it. 
§ If you lived with the assurance of abundant and eternal life now as well as in the future, how 

might your life look different tomorrow? 
§ If your hope for Jesus’ glory was unshakeable—and you didn’t pine for any glory from other 

humans—how would your relationships be different? 
§ If we’re changed eternally by finally seeing Jesus (I John 3:1,2), then how does pursuing 

intimacy now, to see Jesus now, make a difference in our formation? 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
As believers, we’ve been given the hope of abundant, eternal life. This life invades creation 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. And it invades our personal lives as well. Together, Jesus’ 
people can be receptors of and conduits for his new creation in the world.  
 

HOMEWORK 
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Read through the sections in this lesson, one each day. As you do, take time to consider the 
implications of what it means to have eternal hope. Journal your insights and then pray your 
insights back to Jesus each day.  
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GOD IN THIS WORLD 
 

THE BIG IDEAS IN THIS LESSON 
 
§ To be “messianic” is to live with the assurance the God is our God and we’re his children. 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Before we find life in Jesus, we’re separated from God. We walk alone without a life-giving 
connection to the Source of Life. Therefore, everything in and around us is dead—whether we 
know it or not. However, this shifts miraculously when we come to trust Jesus is the Messiah. 
Now, we are with God in the world. What does this mean? 
 
Steps in this Lesson 
§ Review last week’s homework. 

o Share what you discovered about what it means to have hope in eternal life. 
§ Together, read through the section “XX”. 

o Discuss the section “XX” in a large group. 
o In small groups, discuss the “XX” at the end of this lesson.  

§ Review the homework assignment for the coming week.  
 

FIVE CHANGES  
 
In Ephesians 2:12, Paul lists five changes take place when we trust in Jesus—all five of which help 
us understand what messianic means. These five changes include the following points. 
1. Separated from Christ: When we trust in the Messiah, we are reconciled to him. 
2. Alienated from the commonwealth of Israel: When we trust in the Messiah, we’re adopted 

into Abraham’s family and become part of the nation of Israel.  
3. Strangers to the covenants of the promise: When we trust in the Messiah, we participate in 

the blessings, provisions, and responsibility of God’s covenants. 
4. Having no hope: When we trust in the Messiah, we receive the hope of abundant, eternal life. 
5. Without God in the world: When we trust in the Messiah, we enter relationship with God 

while still living in this world.  
 
In this lesson, we focus on the fifth change: to have God in this world.  
 

GOD IN THIS WORLD 
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Exclusive Relationship 
When God chose Israel, he said he would be their God and they would be his people (Exodus 
6:6,7). They were invited into an exclusive relationship with the Creator of the universe. They 
alone would bear his name and nature. They alone would know his blessing and function as the 
conduit of his life to the nations. Under his sovereign reign, they stood in the world with the 
assurance no other people or nation could take their place.  
 
At the same time, God’s promise in Abraham made faith the active agent of inclusion. Blood, 
ethnicity, race, and religion are all insufficient to secure a place among God’s people and 
Abraham’s family. Based on the life and example of Abraham, faith alone opens doors into the 
place of blessing, whether Jew or non-Jews (Romans 2:28,28; 4:1-21; Galatians 3:26-29). Any 
who don’t trust in the Messiah—whether Jew or non-Jew—are outside the confines of his family 
(Romans 11:17-19). The chosen people, then, are Abraham’s family, Jew and non-Jew alike, who 
walk in covenant relationship with the God of Israel. This gathered body of people has been 
adopted into Abraham’s family and grafted into Israel. As a result, they alone have covenant 
relationship with the Father (I Peter 2:9,10).  
 
In the New Covenant, Yahweh promises we will be his people and he will be our God (Jeremiah 
31:33,34). Because we’re his people, we will know him. This term refers to knowing the depth 
and breadth of God’s character because we’ve received the fullness of his covenant blessing and 
promise. The implications of this are staggering: everything God promised to Israel, which he has 
given, is giving, and will give to them, is also ours (Isaiah 56:1-8). The broad expanse of his 
promises, the eternal scope of our hope, the assurance of his blessing is ours because we’re his.  
 
To be Messianic, then, is to stand with the conviction that we’re part of God’s chosen people, 
given the blessing of salvation and life. At the same time, it also means we personally 
appropriate God’s call and promise of relationship. Together, we have relationship with the 
Father. Individually, he’s granted us the privilege to know him in covenant relationship.  
 
New Identity & New Heart 
Because we’re God’s chosen people, we’ve been given a new identity. Where we were cast off, 
condemned, broken, alienated, and rejected, now we’re accepted, forgiven, beloved. We’re his 
royal priests; his holy people; his own, special possession; the recipients of divine mercy (I Peter 
2:9,10). Through his grace, we have been recreated in his image, renewed by the power of his 
Spirit (Colossians 3:10; II Peter 1:3,4). Now, we’ve a new man, created in the righteousness of 
Jesus (Ephesians 4:23,24).  
 
In the New Covenant, Yahweh promised he would enter into covenant relationship with all who 
received forgiveness by faith in his Messiah (Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 8:8-10). By his power 
and grace, he writes his ways on our heart. His Spirit cleanses us (Ezekiel 36:25-27). He lives 
within us, his dwelling place on earth (I Corinthians 6:19,20).  
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To be Messianic, then, is to embrace the identity we’ve been given through covenant 
relationship with the Father through the Son. And from this identity, to receive the gift of a new 
heart, a heart pliable and soft, ready to hear and respond with obedience, a heart that loves and 
is faithful to the living God (Psalm 40:6-8).  
 
Assurance  
To “live with God in the world” is to have the assurance we’re His sons and daughters, adopted 
by his mercy (Romans 8:15-17). In our adoption, we become heirs of God’s promises and join 
heirs with Jesus. What this means is that the blessings Jesus receives because He’s God’s Son are 
passed on to us. Just as we’re assured of hope through his resurrection, we’re assured of our 
place as God’s sons and daughters by his indwelling Spirit (Ephesians 1:13,14).  
 
To be Messianic, then, is to live with the assurance of our place as sons and daughters of the 
living God. When we live with assurance, we not only live with the conviction God’s blessing is 
available to us, we live with the expectation that we will receive it. Because God is faithful, he 
cannot abandon us (II Timothy 2:13). We are his and nothing can change it.  
 
Deliverance and Destiny  
Israel was delivered from Egypt’s bondage by God’s power. It took ten plagues to convince God’s 
people and the Egyptians that Yahweh was the only God, the true God, and the living God. 
Despite their lack of faith in God’s promises, God delivered Israel. Leaving the land of death and 
slavery, Israel came to know they were chosen by God’s grace and love, not anything in them 
(Deuteronomy 7:7-11). In their deliverance, they came to know they were God’s special people.  
 
As they left Egypt, they were destined for the Promised Land, the geography of God’s blessing 
and kingdom. In this place, they came into their inheritance. Everything God intended to do in 
and through them would take place in the land. The land itself was the ever-present reminder 
that they belong to Yahweh and no other god. He alone had claim on them.  
 
To be Messianic, then, is to live know we’re Yahweh’s because we’ve been delivered from sin 
and death and have received the promise of his eternal rest. We’re delivered from the bondage 
of fear and death because the power of idols has been broken through Jesus’ death and 
resurrection (Ephesians 4:8). The “good news” is, in part, that humans should turn from idols to 
the Living God (Acts 14:15,16). When we become God’s sons and daughters, our relationship 
with empty idols is severed. Now, we live free. We’ve been delivered. Like Israel, God now calls 
us to contend for his promised destiny, to realize that we have an eternal dominion given to us 
now, that will be fulfilled completely at Messiah’s return (Hebrews 4:6-16).  
 
Presence 
When God brought Israel out of Egypt, he promised he would dwell among them (Exodus 25:8). 
Alone, they could claim exclusive relationship with him because he’d revealed himself to them 
exclusively, visibly, audibly, and powerfully (Exodus 33:16; Deuteronomy 5:26). What marked 
Israel from the nations was God’s presence among them. This is why God’s departure from them 
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in the face of their rebellion was such a tragic, world-changing event. However, God promised to 
restore his presence to his people by sending his Messiah into the world (Isaiah 7:14). In Jesus, 
Yahweh came to dwell among his people. Then, through his death and resurrection, he sent the 
Holy Spirit to dwell among his people individually and collectively (John 14-16).  
 
To be Messianic, then, is to embrace the rest of God’s presence, pursue the increase of his 
presence, and live with assurance we have access to his presence (Ephesians 2:13-18). Those 
who trust in Jesus are God’s dwelling place, personally and corporately (John 14:18-20; 
Ephesians 2:22). Because His presence dwells in us, we live with the assurance He’s present with 
us in all things. Not only is His presence with us but He’s also promised to speak to and lead us in 
righteousness and peace. Because we trust in Jesus, we can live with the conviction he’s with us, 
that he’s in us, that he leads us by his presence as he did Israel in the wilderness.  
 
Three Questions 
§ In what ways is your perception of “messianic” changed by the topics in this lesson? 
§ To what degree do you sense God’s presence in your life? In what ways can you pursue his 

presence more intentionally? 
§ How do these truths lead you to bring God’s presence into your world in new ways? 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
In Jesus, we’ve entered in to covenant relationship with Yahweh, our Father. The breach created 
in the Garden of Eden has been restored. By God’s grace, we’re being restored step-by-step to 
the place for which we were created: our Father’s presence.  
 

HOMEWORK 
 
Read through the sections in this lesson, one each day. As you do, take time to consider the 
implications of what it means to have Yahweh as your God and to be his sons and daughters. 
Journal your insights and then pray your insights back to Jesus each day.  
 
 
 


