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OUTLINE  
 
1. What is Study? 

▪ Define the purpose of study 
▪ Define Inductive Bible Study 
▪ Outline the basic components of Inductive Bible Study 

2. Questions: We’ll learn to make basic observations by asking good questions. 
▪ The five W’s and an H. 
▪ Types of questions 

3. Seeing the Big Picture 
▪ Words and Sentences: We’ll explore the laws of composition. 
▪ Sections: We’ll discover how the laws of composition help us identify larger sections of 

thought.  
4. Words, Words, Words 

▪ We’ll find the key words and ideas in each section and in the book. 
▪ Word Studies: We’ll look at methods, resources, and rules to understand words in their 

original languages. 
5. History & Culture: We’ll look at methods and resources to understand history and culture.  
6. The Story: We’ll discover the importance of context in Bible study. 
7. Themes: We’ll learn how to understand what an author said by summarizing the big ideas. 
 

  



 

INTRODUCTION 
 

WHERE ARE WE GOING? 
 
The Bible Study Life Group trains people to rightly study the Bible and obey it. 
 
We’ll hit the mark if you: 
▪ Understand what God’s word is and have basic proficiency in Bible study methods and 

interpretation. 
▪ Study God’s word consistently. 
▪ Apply God’s Word to one area of your life and experience change. 
 

FORMAT 
The following four elements will take place each Formation night.  
 
Lecture 
About the first thirty minutes of each Formation night will be teaching by the Life Group leader. 
During this time, you’ll learn key concepts important for Bible study. 
 
Observing the Teacher 
During the next thirty minutes, the leader will show you how to do what was just explained.  
 
Practicing Together 
During the next thirty minutes, you’ll have time to practice what you learned with the other 
members of the Life Group. 
 
Application 
During the final thirty minutes of Formation nights, you’ll have the opportunity to talk about an 
area of your life you want Jesus to change with others in your Life Group. And you’ll be able to 
pray with one another.  
 

SOME THINGS YOU’LL NEED 
 
Listed below are something things you’ll need.  
▪ A study Bible or good Bible program. 
▪ Something in which you’ll keep your study notes: journal or computer. 
▪ Always bring all your Bible study and Personal Formation homework to each Formation night. 



 

ONE: WHAT IS STUDY? 
 

 

THE BIG IDEA 
In this lesson, we’ll discover what study is and why we do it. 

 

 

LECTURE 
 
Why Do We Study? 
There are many reasons to study the Bible. Here’s the most important one in Jesus’ own words. 
 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will 
say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in 
your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ And then will I declare to 
them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ (Matthew 
7:21-23). 

 
From this verse we learn it’s possible to honestly believe we’re doing God’s will but in reality not 
be doing God’s will. So first and foremost we study the Bible to discover God’s will. But notice 
how Jesus continues. 
 

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise 
man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and 
the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been 
founded on the rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not 
do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. And the rain 
fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it 
fell, and great was the fall of it.” (Matthew 7:24-27). 

 
Those who hear and don’t do will face ruin but those who hear and obey Jesus will inherit 
blessing. So the goal of Bible study isn’t to know more, although we will. Rather, the goal is to 
obey Jesus by doing what He’s called us to do.  
 
Paul helps us understand the goal of study from another angle. 
 

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every good work (II Timothy 3:16,17). 

 



 

When we hear and obey Jesus in the words of the Bible, then we become complete, which 
means we’ll be mature, whole, and spiritually stable. And we’ll be equipped for every good work, 
which means we’ll receive the resources we need to do what Jesus wants us to do. So as we 
study, we can and should expect our entire person to be affected. 
▪ Mind: Jesus wants to give you new thoughts, or new ideas and images.  
▪ Emotions: Jesus wants to be the Lord of your feelings.  
▪ Desires: Jesus wants to reorient your passions on Him and His kingdom. 
▪ Will: Jesus wants to empower to you make new choices so you can acquire new habits.  
▪ Perspectives: Jesus wants to help you have new perceptions or ways of seeing the world. 
▪ Attitudes: Jesus wants to give you a new inward disposition. 
▪ Motives: Jesus wants to reshape why you do what you do. 
▪ Actions: Jesus wants us to be doers of God’s word, not only hearers. 
▪ Conscience: Jesus wants to give us new abilities to understand what is good (and bad), right 

(and wrong), true (and false), and significant (and meaningless) 
 
Finally, keep this in mind: study is a relational experience. Jesus doesn’t describe following Him 
primarily as an intellectual experience (but it does include our mind). And it’s not an emotional 
experience (but it does include our emotions). More than anything, discipleship is a relational 
encounter. As a result, study must also be a relational encounter. When we study the Bible, we 
use the best methods, patterns, and practices available to us, just as we would when we study 
any other subject. But because Jesus is the Living Word, we can and must expect Jesus to be 
present as we study, transferring His life to us and to leading us into His heart (John 8:31,32). 
 
What is Study? 
Now that we understand the goal of Bible study, we can think about what study actually is. Bible 
study is a relational encounter in which we listen to Jesus and respond with faithful obedience BY 
learning to accurately hear what He says in the pages of the Bible. 
 
More specifically, we’re going to learn Inductive Bible Study. When we practice Inductive Bible 
Study, we start with the particulars of Scripture and follow them to their conclusions. In other 
words, we apply methods and use practices that let the Bible say what God intended it to say. 
While all of us come to study with certain bias’, Inductive Bible Study is our best attempt to be 
neutral in our perspective of what the Bible says.  
 
The Process of Observation 
There are three essential steps in Inductive Bible Study: observation, interpretation, and 
application. In observation, we find out what a text says. In interpretation, we find out what a 
text means. And in application, we find out what to do with a text. In this class, we’ll focus 
primarily on learning how to practice observation.  
 
So what is observation? When we practice observation, we literally “observe” what is written in 
the Bible. Even though it might seem simple, learning to observe what the Bible actually says 
takes time, energy, thought, and most of all, surrender to the indwelling Spirit of God. Why? 



 

Because we can’t discover what the Bible says unless we’re willing to respond to it in faith and 
obedience. Otherwise, we’re only fostering deception (James 1:22). 
 
Additionally, it’s important to know that observation does not assign meaning to a text. In other 
words, an observation is neutral. It has no opinion. It simply observes what is written. Usually, 
observations are not revelations but they often lead to them.  
 
There are some basic building blocks of observation which include the following components. 
1. Questions: We’ll learn to make basic observations by asking good questions. 
2. Sections: We’ll find the different sections in a book. 
3. Key Words: We’ll find the key words and ideas in each section. 
4. Word Studies: We’ll look at methods, resources, and rules to understand words in their 

original languages. 
5. History & Culture: We’ll look at methods and resources to understand history and culture.  
6. Context: We’ll discover the importance of context in Bible study. 
7. Themes: We’ll learn how to understand what an author said by summarizing the big ideas. 
 
It’s also helpful to know that Inductive Bible Study goes from big to small to big. First, we’ll start 
out looking at a book as a whole, examining the overall flow of the ideas. Then, we’ll get smaller 
by finding the pieces that make it up a book, all the way down to individual words. And finally, 
we’ll move back out to grasp the teaching, theology, insights, etc. found in a book. 
 
 
  



 

 

OBSERVING THE TEACHER 
 
Read Titus 1:3-2:1. Point out all the ways study and teaching—whether good or bad—can impact 
others. Consider and discuss the following questions: 
1. Based on Titus 1:9, what is one qualification of an Elder? What does this tell us about 

teaching? 
2. How are false teachers described in Titus 1:10-11? What is the impact of their influence? 
3. Notice that Paul mentions the mind (1:15), the conscience (1:15), and works (1:16). Why is it 

important to know teaching affects our entire being, not just our thoughts? 
4. How do Paul’s words in 1:16 help us see that ultimately it’s our lifestyle that determines 

whether or not we’ve studied well? 
 

PRACTICING TOGETHER 
 
Now take a few minutes and examine Titus 1:3-2:1. What do you discover about study and 
teaching?  
 
Then, share with each other what you learned from your first reading of Titus. 
 

APPLICATION 
 
Formation Questions 
As we study Paul’s letter to Titus, we want Jesus to make us like Him and help us do what He 
says. Together, read and discuss the following questions out loud. Before we meet again, answer 
these questions in writing and bring them back to the next Formation night. 
1. As we study Titus, what is one area of your life in which you’d like Jesus to change you? 

Identify it specifically and do your best to describe exactly what you’re asking Jesus to 
change. 

2. Why do you want Jesus to work in this area of your life? 
3. If Jesus worked in this area of your life, how would it make a difference? 
4. What are some things you may have to do in order to respond to Jesus? What are some 

challenges you might face? Changes you might have to make? People with whom 
relationship might change? 

5. What are some of the blessings you may/will inherit if you become like Jesus and obey Him in 
this area of your life? 

6. How can those in your Life Group help you? 
 

HOMEWORK 
 



 

Bible Study 
Read the letter to Titus twice each week. In a journal, write down your observations about 
anything in the letter. Also as you read, write down ways Paul’s letter to Titus might speak to the 
area of your life in which you want Jesus to work. Bring your notes to the next Formation night. 
 
Personal Formation 
Before we meet again, answer these questions in writing and bring them back to the next 
Formation night. 
1. As we study Titus, what is one area of your life in which you’d like Jesus to change you? 

Identify it specifically and do your best to describe exactly what you’re asking Jesus to do. 
2. Why do you want Jesus to work in this area of your life? 
3. If Jesus worked in this area of your life, how would it make a difference? 
4. What are some things you may have to do in order to respond to Jesus? What are some 

challenges you might face? Changes you might have to make? People with whom 
relationship might change? 

5. What are some of the blessings you may/will inherit if you become like Jesus and obey Him in 
this area of your life? 

6. How can those in your Life Group help you? 
  



 

TWO: ASKING QUESTIONS 
 

 

THE BIG IDEA 
In this lesson, we’ll learn to ask good questions. 

 

 

LECTURE 
 
Introduction 
When we study the Bible, we discover what a text says by identifying the general and specific 
elements contained in a passage. Asking questions is the pathway to discovery. So good 
observation begins with good questions.  
 
In this lesson, we’ll look at two different ways to ask questions. First, we’ll explore the five W’s 
and an H: who, what, when, where, why, and how. Then, we’ll look at five types of questions 
that help us study a subject.  
 
The WHO Questions 
“Who” questions help us understand the people and relationships in a text. So we can… 
▪ Identify obvious names and groups of people with the corresponding pronouns. 
▪ Identify the recipients and what can be learned about them/him. 
▪ Identify those referred to in any capacity by name and/or grouping. 
▪ Identify relationships between the people and groups mentioned. 
▪ Identify the relational dynamics of the people and groups clearly detailed. 
▪ Identify the author and find out what can be learned about him. 
 
Examples of “Who” questions include… 
▪ Who wrote it? Who said it? Who are the major characters? Who are the people mentioned? 

To whom is the author speaking? About whom is he speaking? 
 
The WHAT Questions 
“What” questions help us understand a variety of issues including definition and events.   
▪ Identify the events pertinent to the people and subject matter. 
▪ Look the events in the past, present, and future. 
▪ Examine the definition of words, ideas, idioms, etc. 
 
Examples of “What” questions include… 
▪ What are the main events? What are the main ideas? What are the major teachings? What 

are these people like? What does he talk about the most?  
The WHEN Questions 
“When” questions deal with time and help us put people and events in context. 



 

▪ Identify any clearly articulated references to time. 
▪ Identify the date when an author lived, a book was written, etc. 
▪ Identify the events that precede and follow the subject of your study. 
 
Examples of “When” questions include… 
▪ When was it written? When did this event take place? When will it happen? When did he say 

it? When did he do it? When did other events happen in relationship to this? 
 
The WHERE Questions 
“Where” questions help us identify location and geography. 
▪ Identify the locations that relate to the people, author, groups, relationships, and events. 
▪ Identity the settings (house, throne room) that relate to the people and events.  
▪ Discover the locations/settings important to people and the subject of the book. 
 
Examples of “Where” questions include… 
▪ Where was this done? Where was this said? Where will it happen? Where can we find other 

places that are similar or different to this? 
 
The WHY Questions 
“Why” question help us figure out motives, flow of thought, reasons, etc.  
▪ Identify any motives or reasons the author clearly articulates. 
▪ Identify the ideas that precede and follow a given text to understand why something was 

written.  
 
Examples of “Why” questions include… 
▪ Why was this written? Why was this mentioned? Why was so much or so little space devoted 

to this particular event or teaching? Why should they do such and such? 
 
The HOW Questions 
“How” questions help us to see the circumstances and actions that led to something else. 
▪ Identify the ways an author shows how something happened. 
▪ Identify any direct or indirect processes the author records. 
 
Examples of “How” questions include… 
▪ How is it done? How did it happen? How is this truth illustrated? How was this written?  
 
DEFINITION Questions 
“Definition” questions focus on identifying the essential nature of something by describing what 
something actually is.  
▪ Definition Questions: What is this? What are its parts? What is unique about it? What is 

common about it? How do others understand this? How does its nature dictate its activity? 
▪ Examples: What is a Jew? What makes a Jew distinctive from other ethnicities? 
 



 

COMPARISON Questions 
“Comparison” questions compare and contrast two or more things.  
▪ Comparison Questions: How is this like that? How are this and that different? 
▪ Example: How are Paul’s letters similar to other first-century letters? How are they different? 
 
RELATIONSHIP Questions 
“Relationship” questions help us identify the relationship between the individual parts of our 
subject of study. 
▪ Relationship Questions: Did this cause that? What were the effects? Did that simply come 

before this but not cause it? 
▪ Examples: What were the causes and effects of the flood? What role did humans play in the 

flood? What role did God play? 
 
CIRCUMSTANCE Questions 
“Circumstance” questions focus on defining is the context of our subject of study, if something is 
possible or probable, and if actions elsewhere contribute in meaningful ways. 
▪ Circumstance Questions: Is that possible? Is that probable? What else was going on at the 

same time?  
▪ Examples: Is walking on water possible? Is it probably? What are the factors that may 

contribute to this possibility?  
 
AUTHORITY Questions 
“Authority” questions determine what witnesses and experts say about the text.  
1. Authority Questions: What do witnesses say about this? What do experts say about this? 
2. Examples: What do historians say? What language experts say? 
 
Exploring Layers 
We can learn to ask better questions by interacting with the layers of a book. Layers refer to the 
concrete and conceptual elements of a book. Concrete layers of a book include words and 
sentences, types of literature, literary element, key words, history, culture, politics, people, 
places, etc. Conceptual layers of a book include idea, themes, teachings, theology, etc. So we can 
use the 5 W’s and an H to examine the individual layers of a text. And we can use them to 
examine the way each layer relates to the others.  
 

OBSERVING THE TEACHER 
 
Examine Titus 2:2-8 regarding the relationship of believers to one another. As you do, show the 
students how to use questions to make observations.  
 

PRACTICING TOGETHER 
 



 

Examine Titus 2:2-8 and try to ask and answer at least one type of every question listed above: 
who, what, when, where, why, how, definition, comparison, relationship, circumstance, and 
authority.  
 

APPLICATION 
 
Take a few minutes to update one another on the area of growth you identified at the beginning 
of the Life Group. Then discuss the following questions. 
1. Have you made any forward progress on this issue? If so, what is it? 
2. Has the book of Titus spoken to the area of change you identified last week? If so, what? If 

not, that’s okay. 
3. What do you observe about your general attitude toward Bible study? 
 

HOMEWORK 
 
Bible Study 
Read the book of Titus twice each week. As you do, use the types of questions listed above. 
Organize your questions by chapter. So next time we meet, you’ll come with three sets of 
questions, one for each chapter. At this point, don't worry about getting answers to your 
questions. Just focus on learning to ask good questions. 
 
Personal Formation 
Between now and our next Formation night, review the questions from last week and then… 
1. Identify three verses or passages from Titus that directly or indirectly speak to the area of 

change you’ve identified. 
2. Use these passages in your devotional time with the Father and meditate on these passages 

throughout the day (you could even memorize them). 
3. Until the next Formation night, write down the different ways these passages speak to the 

specific area of growth you’ve identified to work on this year.  
  



 

THREE: SEEING THE BIG PICTURE 
 

 

THE BIG IDEA 
In this lesson, we’ll learn ways we can see the big picture of a biblical text. 

 

 

LECTURE 
 
Introduction 
One of the first tasks of Bible study is to grasp the big picture of the book we study. To do this, 
we need to understand how words and sentences work. These are called Laws of Composition 
and describe grammatical relationships. Also, we need to understand that writing communicates 
ideas by stringing sentences together in paragraphs and sections. This is called literary 
relationships and describes the way the authors thoughts flow together.  
 
Grammatical Relationships 
Grammatical Relationships are ways an author presents and arranges his ideas. When we talk 
about Grammatical Relationships we refer to the way words, phrases, clauses, and sentences 
work together to communicate ideas. To know what the Bible says, we must see and honor how 
a writer uses language to convey his ideas.  
 
Listed below are some of the most common Grammatical Relationships. 
▪ Preparation/Introduction presents background or preparatory information relevant to the 

author’s subject. Examples include Deuteronomy 1-4, Proverbs 1:1-6, and John 1:1-18. 
▪ Comparison shows similarity between two or more things. Examples include Matthew 7:24-

26 and James 1:6-8. 
▪ Contrast shows the difference between two or more things. Examples include Psalm 1:1-2 

and II Timothy 1:9. 
▪ Repetition repeats the same word, phrase, or idea. Examples include Genesis 2:1-3 and 

Psalm 136. 
▪ Progression/Continuation repeats and expands an idea or theme throughout a passage or 

book. Examples include John 1:1-17 and Ephesians 1:3-14. 
▪ Climax is the way an author brings the reader to the highest point in a passage, building to a 

revelation, answer, insight, etc. Examples include Romans 8:31-39. 
▪ Pivotal Point is when an author changes direction to illustrate something. Examples include 

Genesis 12 and Acts 10.  
▪ *Radiation is when an author develops multiple ideas that all point back to a single idea. 

Examples include I Corinthians 15. 
▪ *Interchange alternates two or more things in sequence. Examples include Luke 1-2 
▪ *General to Particular OR Particular to General moves from general to specific. Examples 

include Genesis 1-2.  



 

▪ Cause and Effect/Result is the way an author shows action and result, source to 
consequence. Examples include Numbers 13-14 and Acts 12:20-23. 

▪ Explanation is the way an author explains something that’s been previously stated. Examples 
include Matthew 13:1-23. 

▪ Interrogation is question and answer. Examples include the book of Malachi. 
▪ Summarization restates something in abbreviated form. Examples include Joshua 12 and Acts 

26:4-23. 
▪ Time and Space shows when, in what order, or where something happens.  
▪ Conclusion is when a conclusion is made or a result has been achieved. Examples include the 

use of words like therefore or for this reason. 
▪ Purpose/Reason/Motive/Justification is why something is done or what motivates 

something. Examples include Philippians 1:4-5, 1:9-10, and 1:15. 
▪ Method is how something is accomplished. Example include Philippians 1:19. 
▪ Identification/Definition shows what something is or defines it. Examples include Philippians 

3:2-3. 
▪ Series is a list of thoughts, ideas, people, etc. Examples include Exodus 35:4-9 and Philippians 

3:4-6. 
▪ Application makes a principle practical. Examples include Ephesians 4:25-32. 
 
Literary Relationships 
When we talk about Literary Relationships, we’re talking about the relationship between 
sentences and how these build paragraphs, chapters, divisions, and books. For our purposes, 
we’ll call all of these sections. While there are no divinely inspired chapter and verse divisions in 
any book of the Bible, the texts of the Bible are literary works. Therefore, we can expect to see 
basic literary structures. 
 
A section is any portion of a book—as small as a few verses or as large as multiple chapters or 
even a whole book—that deals with a similar topic. Sections include: 
▪ Paragraph: One or more sections in a chapter. 
▪ Chapters: Usually, but not always, the chapters in the Bible made up of multiple paragraphs. 
▪ Divisions: Usually, multiple chapters in a book. 
 
Sections can be identified in the following ways. 
▪ Change in the date or time, like the reign of a new king. 
▪ Change in character, like the shift to Abraham in Genesis 12 or Joseph in Genesis 37. 
▪ Change of location, like when Israel leaves Egypt. 
▪ Change of events, like the flood. 
▪ Change in teaching/topic, like the Sermon on the Mount. 
 
Keep a few things in mind. 
▪ Sections are not subjective. They flow from the literary structure and internal content of a 

book. 
▪ Not every book of the Bible has clearly defined sections—and some of the sections you see in 

the chapter and verse divisions aren’t accurate. 



 

▪ The number and type of sections in a book depends on the type of literature and size of the 
book. Some sections are obvious: the five sections in the Psalms or the Proverbs ascribed to 
Solomon.  

▪ Accurately discerning segments, chapters, paragraphs, and sub-paragraphs requires 
familiarity with the content, context, and literary structure of a book. This takes time and 
practice. 

 

OBSERVING THE TEACHER 
 
First, examine the first chapter of Titus and identify at least three grammatical relationships.  
 
Then, identify the sections contained within the first chapter. Provide the reason behind your 
thinking so the students can see the textual proof of your conclusions. 
 

PRACTICING TOGETHER 
 
First, examine the second chapter of Titus and identify at least three-to-five grammatical 
relationships.  
 
Then, identify the sections contained within the second chapter. Provide the reason behind your 
conclusions. 
 

APPLICATION 
 
Take a few minutes to update one another on the area of growth you identified at the beginning 
of the Life Group. Then discuss the following questions. 
1. Have you made forward progress on the area of growth you’ve identified? If so, what is it? 
2. In what ways has the book of Titus specifically spoke to your area of growth? 
3. What do you observe about your general attitude toward Bible study? 
 

HOMEWORK 
 
Bible Study 
▪ Identify all the sections in the book of Titus. Remember, you’ll want to be able to discuss 

your reasons for dividing the book into the sections you chose. 
▪ Choose one section and, in that section, identify as many Grammatical Relationships as you 

can find. 
▪ Write additional insights about the book of Titus you observe. 
 
Personal Formation  
Between now and our next Formation night… 



 

1. Use the three verse passages you chose last week so you can turn them into a personal 
prayer. Rewrite these verses/passage into a prayer and turn it into the first person. So if you 
choose Titus 2:7, it might read: “I will show myself in every way to a someone others can see 
and emulate to know and do good works. In the way I influence and lead others I will walk 
with integrity and faithfulness, dignity and honor toward God and others…” 

2. Use your written prayers during your morning and evening times of devotion with the Father.  
3. Based on your meditation and prayers, write down three-to-five small changes you could 

make that would affect the area of growth you’ve identified. Remember, change doesn’t 
happen through big changes—it comes through small changes. For instance, if you want to 
change our eating habits, make one change like not eating anything after 6:00 p.m. or eating 
raw food for lunch for one week. Or if you want to change the way you talk to your spouse 
and have troubling listening, you could set a timer for twelve minutes and tell him/her they 
can talk about anything they want until the timer goes off. Then end the conversation with 
you not saying anything.  

 
 
  



 

FOUR: KEY WORDS & OUTLINES 
 

 

THE BIG IDEA 
In this lesson, we’ll learn about key words and how to outline a text. 

 

 
 

LECTURE  
 
Key Words 
When we study, we can find important information by identifying words, phrases, and ideas that 
are repeated. When a word, phrase, or concept is repeated it can be about people, relationships, 
locations, events, or the author.  
 
A Key Word, Phrase, or Idea is any noun, descriptive word, or action word that plays a 
foundational role in conveying the author’s message. If it’s removed, the text is confused and 
leaves it empty of its intended meaning. Key words reveal the author’s emphasis. When we can 
see them, we begin to understand what the author intends to convey. 
 
Key words, phrases, and ideas are found in books, sections, chapters, paragraphs, or sub-
paragraphs. Key words, phrases, and ideas: 
▪ May or may not be the exact same words in English. 
▪ Can be the same words in the original language. 
▪ Can be the same concept even if the English word is different. Can be phrases. 
 
Sometimes, key words, phrases, and ideas are identified through their placement in the text or a 
cause and effect relationship with other key words. For example, a key theme of the second 
section of Ephesians is “walk”. We know this by repetition. A key theme of the first section of 
Ephesians is “sit”. But it’s only used twice. A key theme of the final section is “stand” (Ephesians 
6:11-14). But it’s only used three times. However, we know “sit” and “stand” are key words 
based on their relationship to “walk”. 
 
Multiple ideas and insights can be associated with key words. These ideas and insights help us 
deepen our understanding of key words. For instance, Ephesians 4:1-7 uses the word “one” 
multiple times. Each component of truth mentioned in this passage is vital to the life of God’s 
people. When Paul connects all these truths by using the word “one”, we find out that “one” 
represents unity in God’s kingdom and people.  
 
One easy way to identify what’s repeated is to mark each word, phrase, or concept with a 
different color or symbol. Keep in mind: 
▪ People/groups can be identified by name or pronoun. 



 

▪ Events can be mentioned directly or indirectly. 
▪ Locations and settings can be mentioned directly or indirectly. 
 
Outlining a Text 
When we do an initial outline of a text, our goal is to summarize what the text says. There are 
many different types of outlines we could do: theological, application, thematic, and so on. 
However, when we’re outlining a text during the observation stage, we want to focus on what it 
actually says, using the words, phrases, and ideas found directly in the text.  
 
When we do a basic outline, we use the observations from our questions, the way we divided 
the book into sections, and key words.  
 
Here is an example of an outline from the first eleven chapters of Genesis. 
 
The Beginning (Genesis 1:1-11:32) 
A. Creation: The Beginning of Man and His Destiny (Genesis 1:1-2:25). 
B. The Fall: The Beginning of Sin (Genesis 3:1-24). 
C. Cain and Abel: The Beginning of Interpersonal Separation (Genesis 4:1-26). 

1. The Family of Cain (Genesis 4:16-26). 
D. The Family of Adam: The Beginning of Civilization (Genesis 5:1-5:32). 
E. Man’s Wickedness and God’s Promise of Judgment (Genesis 6:1-22). 
F. The Flood: God’s Judgment on Man (Genesis 7:1-8:22). 
G. The Earth Replenished: God’s Mercy Shown (Genesis 9:1-29). 

1. The Curse of Ham and Canaan (Genesis 9:18-29). 
H. The Earth Repopulated (Genesis 10:1-32). 

1. The sons of Japheth (Genesis 10:1-5). 
2. The sons of Ham (Genesis 10:6-20). 
3. The sons of Shem (Genesis 10:21-32). 

I. The Tower of Babel: The Beginning of Nations (Genesis 11:1-9). 
J. The Descendants of Shem Continued (Genesis 11:10-32). 

1. The Family of Terah (Genesis 11:27-32). 
 

OBSERVING THE TEACHER 
 
Identify one or two key words in Titus 1:1-16. 
 
Then do an outline of Titus 1:1-16. 
 

PRACTICING TOGETHER 
 
Identify one or two key words in Titus 2:2-14.  
 
Then, together outline Titus 2:2-14. 



 

 

APPLICATION 
 
Take a few minutes to update one another on the area of growth you identified at the beginning 
of the Life Group. Then discuss the following questions. 
1. Have you made forward progress on the area of growth you’ve identified? If so, what is it? 
2. Share with each other the verses and written prayers you wrote.  
3. Discuss the small changes you’ve decided to implement. What are they? Are you seeing how 

they’re helping you move forward? 
4. What do you observe about your general attitude toward Bible study? 
 

HOMEWORK 
 
Bible Study 
Read Titus two times each week. As you do, identify the five key words/concepts you find 
throughout the book. Be able to explain why you think they’re key words for the book. 
 
Then, prepare an outline of the entire book.  
 
Personal Formation 
Between now and our next Formation night… 
1. As you read and study Titus, as the Father to help you identify the resources given to you in 

order to make the changes He’s calling you to make. For instance, Titus Elders are identified 
as one vehicle by which God can teach us (Titus 1:4-9). Or notice that God’s kindness was 
revealed in Jesus to save us (Titus 3:4,5). Make a list of every resource available to you that 
Paul mentions in Titus.  

2. Then, as you give attention to the small changes you’ve committed to make, begin using the 
resources God has given to you. Begin by writing down the way God’s resources speak to the 
area of growth you’ve committed to make. Then write down the ways His resources could 
impact the small changes you’ve committed to make.  

3. Then, renew your efforts to make the small changes using God’s resources. 
4. Journal about your journey.  



 

FIVE: WORD STUDIES 
 

 

THE BIG IDEA 
In this lesson, we’ll learn how to do word studies. 

 

 

LECTURE  
 
Introduction 
Often, we’ll come across a word that is essential to a text. Or we may not understand the 
meaning of certain words or ideas. In either case, we’ll want to discover more about that word. 
When we explore the meaning of a word, it’s called a word study. 
 
Word Studies 
Word Studies help us discover what an author was said because we have a fuller understanding 
of a word’s meaning, usage, history, culture, and so on. Word studies also help us discover the 
context of the passage by identifying the concept a word was intended to communicate. 
 
All words possess a unique meaning. For example, “big” doesn’t refer to a color or a sound. It 
refers to the size of something, often in comparison to something else. When we do word 
studies, we look for the meaning a word uniquely carries. 
 
When we want to know what a word means, we have to look it up in the language in which it 
was originally written. The Tanakh (Old Testament) was written in Hebrew and a little Aramaic. 
The Apostolic Writings (New Testament) were written in koine (common) Greek. 
 
While individual words carry a unique meaning, one word can carry a range of concepts. This is 
called the Semantic Range. For instance, the word “orange” is a color and a fruit. Most words 
have an obvious meaning and a fairly narrow semantic range. However, the semantic range of a 
word can be narrow or it can be broad, especially based on the language (English has lots of 
words for one concept; Hebrew tends to have one word for many concepts.  
 
Necessary Resources for Word Studies 
Today, most Bible study resources are in digital format. However, the process of discovering a 
word’s meaning is identical, whether its digital or print. Listed below is a brief description of 
resources necessary for word studies.  
▪ Concordance: With a concordance, you can find all the places where a specific word is used. 

There are concordances for Hebrew/Aramaic, Greek, and English. You’ll need all three. 
o Hebrew: The Englishman’s Hebrew Concordance of the Old Testament. 
o Greek: The Englishman’s Greek Concordance of the New Testament 



 

▪ Lexicon: Lexicons show the definitions, general history, and a sampling of various ways a 
word is used. With a lexicon, you can find a definition and the general semantic range. There 
are lexicons for Hebrew/Aramaic and Greek. You’ll need both. 

o Hebrew Lexicon: Brown-Driver-Briggs-Gesenius Hebrew Lexicon 
o Greek Lexicon: Thayer’s Greek Lexicon 

▪ Dictionaries:  Dictionaries define the meaning of a words in a chosen language, and will very 
often provide the background of a word’s meaning from history and usage. 

o Hebrew/Greek: Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament 
Words by W.E. Vine 

o Greek: The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament. 
o Greek: The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament by Spiros Zodhiates 

▪ Word Studies: Word Studies provide information about a word based on its usage across the 
spectrum of the Bible. 

o Hebrew Word Studies: The Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament. 
 
The Basic Process of Word Studies 
The basic process of word studies is as follows… 
▪ Identity the word you want to explore. Find it in the concordance and then follow it to the 

appropriate lexicon.  
▪ Identify the basic meaning of a word using the lexicon and dictionary. 
▪ Identify the semantic range of a word using the lexicon, dictionary, and word studies. 
▪ Identify how a word is used in a particular text. 
▪ Identify how a word is used in other passages—and even other non-biblical writings using the 

dictionary and word studies.  
▪ Identify the type of word you’re examining: noun, verb, adverb, adjective, etc. 
▪ If it’s a verb, identify the tense, voice, and mood. 
▪ If it’s a noun, identify the declension elements: singular or plural, first, second, or third 

person, and masculine, feminine, or neuter.  
 

OBSERVING THE TEACHER 
 
Perform a word study on one of the key words in Titus. Show the students how to use the 
various resources. Point out how it may affect the what a verse says and how it may affect the 
section it’s in. 
 

PRACTICING TOGETHER 
 
Using the resources available to you, pick a word, do a brief word study. Discuss ways your 
insights may affect what a verse says and how it may affect the section it’s in.  
 

APPLICATION 
 



 

Take a few minutes to update one another on the area of growth you identified at the beginning 
of the Life Group. Then discuss the following questions. 
1. Discuss the resources available to believers that you identified in Titus. What resources did 

others find you missed—and visa-versa?  
2. Have you made any forward progress on your area of growth? If so, what is it?  
3. How are your small changes going?  
4. What do you observe about your general attitude toward Bible study? 
 

HOMEWORK 
 
Bible Study 
Read the entire book of Titus once each week. Then identify three words from Titus for a word 
study. Then, do your best to identify ways your understanding of the word may or may not affect 
what a verse says and how it may impact the paragraph it which it’s found. When you do your 
word study, remember to… 
▪ Define the word. 
▪ Describe the semantic range. 
▪ Identify how it’s used in other passages. 
 
Personal Formation 
Between now and our next Formation night… 
1. In your journal, begin to record the ways you respond when things don't work out the way 

you want in the area of growth you’ve chosen. As you walk through each day, note in your 
journal when this area comes up in any way. Then, record your responses and attitudes. For 
instance, if you’re working on exercise but don’t do it one day, identify what got in the way, 
the excuses you told yourself, the ways you distracted yourself, and so on.  

2. Also this week, schedule time to spend time with a close Christian friend to get their 
perspective on the area of growth you’ve chosen to work on. Ask them to help you hear and 
see the ways you respond when confronted with this issue. Remember, go to someone who 
loves you enough to tell you the truth AND who is also in accountable relationships.  

  



 

SIX: HISTORY & CULTURE 
 

 

THE BIG IDEA 
In this lesson, we’ll explore the importance of knowing the history and culture of a text. 

 

 

LECTURE 
 
Introduction 
The Bible was written at particular times in history, in particular places, and in particular cultures. 
When we study the Bible, we must understand these elements to grasp what a biblical author 
was saying. While not always obvious on the surface, investing in this expression of study helps 
us understand the author’s allusions, references, idioms, cultural influences, and so on. Because 
we’re separated from the Bible’s time and culture, this helps us understand the Bible in context. 
 
The Importance of History and Culture 
History and culture provide the broader context for Bible study. An accurate perspective of 
history helps us start removing the tendency to interpret the words and actions of biblical 
characters in light of our own experience and understanding. So the primary goal of studying 
history and culture is to expand our frame of reference so we are increasingly equipped to 
rightly understand, interpret, and apply God’s Word. 
 
One principle of sound Biblical observation and interpretation is this: we strive to understand a 
text as it would have been understood by those to whom it was originally written. In other 
words, until we know what the author wanted the recipients to understand, we’re not observing, 
interpreting, or applying the Bible in sound ways. In a sense, we do the work of anthropology and 
sociology and then attempt to use what we discover to make accurate conclusions. 
 
General Issue and Questions about History and Culture 
Here are some of the most basic issues and questions we can use to expand our view of history 
and culture.   
 
What is the general historical milieu in which the writer speaks? 
▪ What is the general historical situation facing the author and his audience? 
▪ What customs do I need to understand in order know what the author was saying? 
▪ What ancient religions, religious thought, and religious practices might have impacted them? 
▪ What were the paradigms and theologies of deity, deity’s interaction with humanity, and 

humanity’s response to deity in the author’s world? 
▪ How was personal, family, and social life impacted by culture, religion, and experience? 
▪ What do we know about the peoples mentioned in the Bible: Egyptians, Philistines, 

Babylonians, Assyrians, Ugarites, Canaanites, Persians, Greeks/Hellenists, Romans? 



 

 
What is the specific historical-cultural context of this book? 
▪ Who was the writer? What was his spiritual background and experience? 
▪ To whom was he writing? 
▪ What was the level of spiritual commitment of the audience? 
▪ What circumstances surrounded the audience and the issues they faced? 
▪ How did this particular person or group of persons think? 
▪ How can we understand their actions in light of their thought processes and worldview?  
▪ How can I understand this book in light of the original setting? 
 
When we explore history and culture, we’ll examine issues like: geography, geology, botany, 
animals and insects, agriculture, tools/implements, trade, money, economics, transportation, 
warfare and weapons, forms of government, language and writing, literature and poetry, laws 
and statutes, worship rituals, family relationships, concepts of male and female, marriage and 
divorce, birth and infancy, childhood and adolescence, diseases and healing, food and eating 
habits, clothing and cosmetics, architecture and furniture, music. 
 
Resources for History and Culture 
Listed below are one-volume resources that are helpful to Bible history and culture.  
▪ Manners & Customs in the Bible: This is a specific reference tool that provides background 

on the historic and cultural manners and customs of various group of people in the Bible. 
▪ IVP’s Dictionary of Biblical Imagery: This is an encyclopedic exploration of the images, 

symbols, motifs, metaphors, figures of speech and literary patterns of the Bible. 
▪ Eerdman’s Dictionary of the Bible: This is a general reference tool for the background of the 

Bible. 
▪ Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary (Holman Dictionary): This is a general reference tool for 

the background of the Bible. 
▪ IVP Bible Background Commentary, Old Testament: A general reference tool that provides 

background information on the Old Testament. 
▪ IVP’s New Bible Dictionary: This is a general reference tool for the background of the Bible. 
▪ IVP’s Dictionary of NT Background: This is a specific reference tool that provides background 

information on the New Testament books. 
▪ IVP’s Dictionary of Paul and His Letters: This is a specific reference tool that provides 

background information on Paul’s letters. 
 

OBSERVING THE TEACHER 
 
Provide a general historical and cultural description of Crete in the first century. Then discuss the 
background of the Cretan quote in Titus 1:12. Help the students see why this quote matters in 
Paul’s discussion with Titus. 
 

PRACTICING TOGETHER 
 



 

Use the general description of Crete’s history and culture provided by the Leader to examine 
Paul’s instruction in Titus 3:14. How might the history and culture of Crete help you understand 
what Paul was saying to Titus? 
 

APPLICATION 
 
Take a few minutes to update one another on the area of growth you identified at the beginning 
of the Life Group. Then discuss the following questions. 
1. What did you discover about yourself when things don’t go the way you wanted or 

expected?  
2. What did you discover from the friend with whom you met? What was a surprise? What 

wasn’t?  
3. Have you made any forward progress on your area of growth? If so, what is it?  
4. How are your small changes going?  
5. What do you observe about your general attitude toward Bible study? 
 

HOMEWORK 
 
Bible Study 
Read the entire book of Titus once each week. Try to identify two-or-three verses or issues in 
Titus that may directly be impacted by historical and cultural insight. Then, use one resource to 
explore the history and culture surrounding Paul, Titus, and/or Crete. Record what you learn in 
your journal.  
 
Personal Formation 
Between now and our next Formation night… 
1. Identify all the references to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in Titus. Then, write down in a 

word or phrase who they are and what they’ve done for us.  
2. Then, use three-to-five of these insights to think about the area of growth you’ve identified. 

How might these insights about the Godhead change your view of your area of growth? How 
might these insights provide you with a different view of yourself, your relationships, and 
your situation? In what ways do these insights give you new encouragement or instruction? 

3. Use the insights you received about the Godhead to reexamine the small commitments 
you’ve made. How might you need to reconsider these changes? Keep them the same?  

  



 

SEVEN: CONTEXT 
 

 

THE BIG IDEA 
In this lesson, we’ll explore the two concepts of context and story. 

 

 

LECTURE 
 
Introduction 
Context is an important element that helps us understand what the Bible says. The word context 
simply means “with the text” [con = with; text = words]. When we think about context, we’re 
thinking about what goes with the words we’re reading: definitions, sentence structure, 
language, history, culture, etc. 
 
Understanding Context 
The Bible was written in three languages: Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek. Just like English words 
and sentences are strung together to say something specific, the words and sentences of the 
Bible are put together to say something specific. To accurately know what a text says, we must 
read it in context, which follows this pattern: 
▪ Words have specific definitions based on the language, culture, and time.  
▪ Word Meanings are understood by the sentence they’re in. 
▪ Sentences are understood by the paragraph they’re in. 
▪ Paragraphs are understood by the chapter they’re in. 
▪ Chapters are understood by the sections they’re in. 
▪ Sections are understood by the book they’re in. 
 
Using the pattern outlined above, we can see that context spans everything from the smallest to 
the largest portions of a book. Here are helpful questions to ask as you wrestle with context. 
▪ What is the immediate context of the words, sentence, and/or passage under consideration? 
▪ How are various paragraphs, chapters, and sections divided?  
▪ How do various paragraphs, chapters, and sections fit together into a whole? 
▪ How does the word, sentence, or passage under consideration contribute to the flow of the 

author’s argument? Why does the passage under consideration flow into the next passage? 
Why is it preceded with the passage before it? 

▪ What was the perspective of the author, based on the flow of the passage? 
▪ Is the passage stating descriptive or prescriptive truth? 
▪ What constitutes the focal point of the passage? What details may be incidental?  
▪ What are the 5 W’s and an H for this passage? 
 

OBSERVING THE TEACHER 



 

 
Using Titus 1:5, show that the context of the entire book is that there were a variety of issues 
that needed to be put in order and that elders needed to be appointed.  
 
Then use Titus 1:5-16 to show the context is a leadership crisis: bad leaders were deceiving and 
destroying the Cretan church and godly leaders were needed to teach, protect, and guide the 
church into God’s purposes  
 

PRACTICING TOGETHER 
 
Because entire families were carried away into deception (Titus 1:11), work together to develop 
a list of ten important questions about the context of Titus 1:5-16.  
 

APPLICATION 
 
Take a few minutes to update one another on the area of growth you identified at the beginning 
of the Life Group. Then discuss the following questions. 
1. What did you discover about the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit from your study last week?  
2. How did your insights about God’s nature and ministry affect your area of growth? 
3. Have you made any forward progress on your area of growth? If so, what is it?  
4. How are your small changes going?  
5. What do you observe about your general attitude toward Bible study? 
 

HOMEWORK 
 
Bible Study 
Read the entire book of Titus once each week and examine the context of Titus 1:5-16. Do your 
best to answer as many of the ten questions you wrote down in the last Group meeting. Then, 
using context, try to determine why Paul refers to “self-control” three times in Titus 2:1-6. 
 
Personal Formation 
Between now and our next Formation night… 
▪ Read the book of Titus and identify three-to-five virtues and/or character traits Paul says 

believers are to embody and/or pursue. Do your best to define them using a brief word 
study, keeping the context in mind.  

▪ Then, identify the ways in which Paul says these virtues make their way into our hearts so 
we’re changed from the inside out. An example: Paul admonishes older men to walk in self-
control (2:2). How are they to do this? Through God’s grace that brings salvation (2:11). And 
how does that grace-based salvation become operative? It trains us to renounce ungodliness 
and worldly passions (2:12). So what does God’s grace-training look like practically?  

▪ Then, consider the area of growth you identified at the beginning of this Group. Using the 
way Paul says God changes our hearts from the inside out (literally, how virtue gets into us), 
apply these insights and promises to your area of growth. How can the heart-transforming 



 

resources of God’s grace implant His virtues in you? Journal your responses and be ready to 
discuss them at our next meeting.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

EIGHT: THEMES 
 

 

THE BIG IDEA 
In this lesson, we’ll discover how to identity the Narrative Flow in a book.  

 

 

LECTURE 
 
Introduction 
In this lesson, we’ll bring together what we’ve learned into a thematic outline. The value of a 
thematic outline is that it synthesizes the previous components into an abbreviated whole. With 
it, we can see the purpose and flow of a book, the main ideas the author intended to 
communicate, and the foundation upon which we can grasp the meaning of the book.  
 
The Flow of Thought 
We arrive at the Flow of Thought in a book by following three threads.  
▪ Key Words: Key Words help us grasp the big ideas the author thought was important.  
▪ Theme: Theme is how we summarize one or more subjects into broad categories. Theme 

answers the question, what is the point is section? When we discover the author’s intention 
or purpose for writing a section of a book, we’ve discovered a theme. 

▪ Flow of Thought: Flow of Thought is the way we understand the author’s ideas in each 
section of a book and then how they’re ordered by the author. We not only ask, what does 
this verse or passage say, but we also ask, how does it make a that it’s preceded and followed 
by the surrounding passages. The Flow of Thought is important to grasp because we’re able 
to see the key words and themes, put them together in a Spirit-inspired sequence, and then 
we’ll unpack truths that are immediately evident by only identifying the themes. We can 
discover the Flow of Thought by asking these types of questions:  

o What themes are discussed in each section of a book? 
o Why was this theme chosen for this section? 
o What theme came before it and what comes after it? 
o How does the content and order of these themes help me understand the book? 

 
Understanding the Story 
By Story, we refer to the essential plot, characters, and setting that’s directly or indirectly 
referenced in a book. Every book of the Bible contains a story. Some tell a story outright, like 
Genesis. Others tell stories through songs, like the Psalms. Even in the Epistles, which are letters, 
a story is being told about a specific situation, congregation, or person. When we study a book, 
we need to understand the narrative or storyline that’s carried in the text. As we discover the 
story elements, we’ll be equipped to see the larger thematic elements take shape. 
 



 

In its most basic form, story is a way to relate plot and character: what happened and to whom? 
Story follows a basic formula or process.  
▪ Exposition: Exposition provides the background and context to understand the plot and 

characters and why they matter. 
▪ Complication: Complication introduces a problem into the story, one which affects both the 

plot (what will happen now?) and characters (what will happen to them?). 
▪ Tension: Tension shows us the effects of the complication and positions the characters to 

make a decision regarding the complication (will they pursue resolution?).  
▪ Climax: Climax is the high point in the story, where the tension leads the characters to 

resolve the complication. 
▪ Resolution: Resolution is what happens in the story when the climax is over.  
 
Here’s an example of Story from David and Saul’s life. 
▪ Exposition: Saul is king and David is a shepherd from a lowly family. 
▪ Complication: God anoints David to be king to response to Saul’s rebellion. By God’s 

choosing, David will be king. The complication, obviously, is that Saul is the king.  
▪ Tension: In response to God’s choosing, Saul tries to kill David. David then runs from Saul to 

protect his life. The tension, of course, is whether or not David will be killed and more 
importantly, will God’s promise come to pass. 

▪ Climax: David has the opportunity to kill Saul but he doesn’t. Saul eventually leaves David 
alone but ends up dying in battle by God’s hand of judgment.  

▪ Resolution: David becomes king.  
 
Here’s an example of Story from James  
▪ Exposition: From the background of James chapter one, we know there were economic 

issues in the lives of the recipients of James’ letter. Wealth was thought to be the sign of 
God’s blessing; poverty, the sign of His curse. James corrects this view in chapter one.  

▪ Complication: Wealth defined the relationships of the believing community. Those who 
possessed more money were regarded more highly. 

▪ Tension: The body of Messiah was divided and the impoverished believers were dishonored 
by those who possessed wealth. 

▪ Climax: Those who violate God’s law—the law that says we are to love our neighbor as 
ourselves—are judged by God’s law.  

▪ Resolution: Wealth isn’t to be a divisive factor among God’s people because it creates 
judgment. Instead, God’s people are to live in love and mercy toward one another.  

 
When we see a book from the vantage point of Flow of Thought and Story, then we’re able to 
summarize the author’s essential message.  
 

OBSERVING THE TEACHER 
 
From Titus 1:5-16, identify the key words, themes, and flow of thought. Then, summarize this 
section in Story form. 



 

▪ Paul planted a church in Crete, an island known for sexual immorality and debauchery. The 
Cretan believers had a difficult time distinguishing their past cultural narratives and idolatry 
from Christianity and the church was young and inundated by false teachers. 

▪ There were insubordinate deceivers, especially Jewish leaders, leading families away from 
the Messiah and kingdom by teaching error. They did this for “shameful” gain. Entire families 
were being carried away into error.  

▪ Paul issues a strong word of instruction/admonition to Titus because he needed to know he 
had authority to confront false teachers and protect God’s people. 

 

PRACTICING TOGETHER 
 
Together, see if you can identify the key words, themes, and flow of thought in Titus 2:1-10. 
Then, together write a five-to-seven sentence paragraph that describes this portion of Titus in 
story form.  
 

APPLICATION 
 
Take a few minutes to update one another on the area of growth you identified at the beginning 
of the Life Group. Then discuss the following questions. 
1. What did you discover about the virtues Paul discusses in Titus? 
2. How did your insights impact your view of the area of growth you identified at the beginning 

of the Group?  
3. What did you discover about the way these virtues make their way into our heart and 

character? How did this affect your application of God’s instruction to you? 
4. Finally, discuss your perspective of the growth you’ve had over the last number of weeks. 
 

HOMEWORK 
 
Bible Study 
This week, do as much work as you can to identity the key words, themes, and flow of thought in 
the book of Titus. If you have time and are so inclined, try to write a one-page summary of the 
book of Titus in story form.  
 
Personal Formation 
Take time to read through Titus slowly, listening to the voice of the Holy Spirit. Don’t rush. 
Considering spending time each day on a short portion. Then, allow the Holy Spirit to reveal ways 
you’ve grown as a result of your time in Titus and the areas that still need His grace to transform 
you. End each session in God’s presence with prayer and praise for what He’s doing in you.  
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