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The Story of Purim
In the land of Persia, there was a king named Xerxes, and he 

was lonely. The King did not have a queen, and now he was 
in need of a new wife. The King searched the entire 

empire for a new queen, and he fell in love with the 
beautiful Esther, a young Jewish girl. 

Esther’s cousin Mordecai, who had raised her when her 
parents died, warned Esther to hide her faith and her 
Jewish identity from the King so no one would try to 
kill her. 

Around this time, Mordecai 
saved the King from several

 men who tried to kill him. 
Because of Mordecai’s 

bravery, the King’s life was 
saved, so the King asked 

that  Mordecai’s feat be
 put into the royal records. 

But, Mordecai’s success was short-lived. Haman, 
the new Prime Minister of Persia, was an evil 
man. He commanded all to bow to him as they 
would to the king. Mordecai refused to bow 
down because he would only bow to his God 
and his King. Haman became furious with 
Mordecai and determined to get revenge by 
wiping out the entire Jewish nation. Haman 
asked the King to authorize a royal decree that 
would allow him to kill all the Jews in the 
kingdom. The King, unaware of the real reasons 
for Haman’s plot, gave him the permission to do 
what he wanted.



Haman rolled dice to determine the day he would kill the Jews.  And so it was decreed 
that all the Jews were to be killed, in every province and every nation of the land. The 
decree was sent throughout the entirety of the Persian empire, and the Jews across the 
Kingdom were thrown into a panic.
 
Mordecai immediately sent Esther a message and told her to go to the King on behalf 
of the Jews. But the King’s subjects were not allowed to see him without invitation. 
Esther knew that if she went to the King without an invitation, she would be killed 
unless he extended grace to her through his royal scepter. But Mordecai sent her a 
message saying “Who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a 
time as this?” 

Esther replied to Mordecai that she would go, but she asked him 
to fast and pray with her for three days. “Then I will go to the 
king, though it is against the law, and if I perish, I perish.” 
Esther went to the King’s court and miraculously Xerxes 
had favor on her and extended his scepter to her, 
sparing her life. 

He was very pleased to see her and asked her what 
she wished.  He promised her half of his kingdom if 
she wanted it. Esther invited the King and Haman 
to join her for a banquet that she had prepared. 
She assured the King she would tell him her 
request at that banquet.  The King, although con-
fused, agreed to her request. 

As they feasted together, the king asked Esther, 
"Now what is your request?” Esther asked the King 
to come to a second banquet. Though confused, 
both the King and Haman accepted the invitation to 
attend a second banquet with the queen. 

On that very day, Haman was walking through the city, 
and saw Mordecai. Haman was thrown into a rage and 
he went to the King to request to hang Mordecai 
right away. 



That same night the King could not sleep; He 
ordered the books of the records of his reign, to be 
brought in and read to him. The story that was 
read to the King described the day Mordecai 
exposed the plot to 
assassinate the King. The King asked what 
reward Mordecai had received and he found 
nothing had been done for Mordecai. 

When Haman arrived, the King asked him, 
"What should be done for the man the King 
delights to honor?"  Haman thought the King 
was referring to himself.  So he answered the 
King, "For the man the King delights to honor, 
have them bring a royal robe and a horse, then 

let the most noble princes lead the man on the 
horse shouting `This is what is done for the man 

the King delights to honor!'"

 The King responded “Go at once. Get the robe and the
  horse and do just as you have suggested for Mordecai the 
Jew." Haman’s shock and anger at this unexpected response did not prevent him from 
obeying the King, but he was very unhappy.  So, Haman led Mordecai through the 
streets, shouting his name in honor. 

Later, Haman attended the second banquet with the King and Queen. This time, Esther 
fell before the King and begged him to save her people from the plot of Haman. She 
shared the secret of her faith and proclaimed herself a Jew. The King, horrified at the 
betrayal of Haman against the Jews and against his beloved Queen, ordered Haman 
hung on the same gallows that he had intended for Mordecai. 

The King could not reverse the decree he had sent out, but he did make Mordecai the 
Prime Minister. Mordecai’s first proclamation ordered that the Jews defend themselves 
on the day Haman had planned the destruction of the Jewish people. So it came to be, 
on the 13th day of Adar, the Jews fought back, and were saved from death. Esther and 
Mordecai had saved the Jewish people and there was celebration and joy through the 
Empire of Persia. Mordecai instituted the holiday Purim as a celebration in 
remembrance of the redemption of the Jewish people from Haman’s evil plot.



How Do We Celebrate Purim?

We Tell the Story! 
Each year, we tell the story and remember God saves 
his people when they believe in him. Even if we don’t 
see him, he is always there.

We Eat Hamantashen!
We eat Hamantashen: little cookies designed to look 

like Haman’s hat, so we remember we will not be 
defeated. Make these cookies with your parents.  

We Give to Others
Purim is a time to be kind to your friends and give 
away gifts and support people in need. Put 
together a basket and give it away, or go serve 
someone in need.  

We Have a Party with our Friends and Family
Each year, we gather with our friends and family to celebrate 

the story and have fun. Ask your parents to join you in prepar-
ing for the party and dressing up in fun costumes. 



Holiday Word Search

P G I F T S J M I B

R P H A M A N N E M

F H B G T H P X L O

E D O Q V T M E M R

A E S T H E R R X D

S T O R I E S X N E

T Q L D M R L E F C

H X J Y F S A S W A

X I U C L Q R Y O I

O S C E P T E R T P

XERXES
ESTHER
HAMAN
MORDECAI

SCEPTER
GIFTS 
FEAST
STORIES



Draw the Characters from the Story and Decide What You Will Wear for the Holiday

Draw A Scene From the Story



How To Make Hamantashen
INGREDIENTS

3/4 cup unsalted butter, room temperature
2/3 cup sugar

1 large egg
1 tsp vanilla

1 tsp grated orange zest
2 1/4 cups flour

1/4 tsp salt
1-5 tsp water (if needed)

INSTRUCTIONS
Slice soft butter into small chunks and place in a large mixing bowl. Add sugar to the bowl. Use a mixer to cream 
the butter and sugar together till light and fluffy. Add the egg, vanilla, and orange zest to the bowl. Beat again till 
creamy and well mixed. Sift flour and salt into the bowl. Mix with the mixer on low speed till a crumbly dough 
forms.

Begin to roll the dough with your hands till a smooth dough ball forms. If it’s too dry, add water into the dough. 
Knead and add liquid until the dough is smooth and slightly tacky to the touch (not sticky), with a consistency that 
is right for rolling out. Wrap in plastic wrap. Place in the refrigerator to chill for 3 hours.

Chose a recipe online for a jelly filling. Most popular recipes include apricot, poppyseed or berry jam. Preheat 
oven to 350 degrees F. Lightly flour a smooth, clean surface. Unwrap the dough disk and place it on the floured 
surface. The dough will be very firm after chilling. Use a rolling pin to roll the dough out to 1/8 inch thick. Use a 
3-inch cookie cutter (not smaller) or the 3-inch rim of a glass to cut circles out of the dough, cutting as many as you 
can from the dough. Gather the scraps and roll them out again. Cut circles. Repeat process again if needed until 
you've cut as many circles as you can from the dough. 

Place a teaspoon of filling (whichever filling you choose) into the center of each circle. Assemble the haman-
taschen in three steps. First, grasp the left side of the circle and fold it towards the center to make a flap that 
covers the left third of the circle. Grasp the right side of the circle and fold it towards the center, overlapping the 
upper part of the left side flap to create a triangular tip at the top of the circle. A small triangle of filling should still 
be visible in the center. Grasp the bottom part of the circle and fold it upward to create a third flap and complete 
the triangle. This method of folding is not only pretty-- it will help to keep the cookies from opening while they 
bake.Pinch each corner of the triangle gently but firmly to secure the shape. If any cracks have formed at the 
places where the dough is creased, use the warmth of your fingers to smooth them out.Repeat this process for the 
remaining circles. When all of your hamantaschen have been filled, place them on a lightly greased baking sheet, 
evenly spaced.

Place them in the oven and let them bake at 350 degrees for 10-25 minutes, until the cookies are cooked through 
and lightly golden. Cool the cookies on a wire rack. Store them in a tightly sealed plastic bag or Tupperware.


