
YEARLY VISION: 20-21 
 
Introduction 
▪ Last year, Jesus set a vision before us: fruitfulness—disciples who make disciples. 
▪ As we pursue this vision, we’ve explored two themes in the last year. 

o First: Learn to face impossibles and carry greater kingdom weight. 
o Second: Learn to be and make disciples by hearing and obeying.  

 

The Gospel 
▪ The gospel is the story of God creating, sustaining, and then restoring all things to himself. 
 
▪ God restores the world through Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
▪ The gospel in history PAST: God created, sustains, and rules the world in Jesus. 
▪ The gospel in history FUTURE: God will redeem, reconcile, and restore all things to himself. 
▪ The gospel in history PRESENT: God’s work in our generation—what is our response? 
 
▪ In history, God’s purpose was to raise up a people who would embody, expand his gospel. 
▪ Israel was the people God created and chose, then changed, and then commissioned them. 
▪ The foundation of God’s work in his people was two-fold: identity and call.  
▪ LOST: You are living a gospel: someone tells you who you are and what you’re here to do. 
 
Our Identity in God’s Kingdom 
▪ Our identity comes from God’s triune nature: Father, Son, and Spirit (Matthew 28:19,20). 
▪ We’re made in God’s image (Genesis 1:26-27), called to embody his image (Exodus 19:4-6). 
▪ In Jesus’ story and his people’s story, we see the promise of a new humanity (II Peter 1:3,4). 
▪ When we’re baptized, we’re immersed into the fullness of all that God is: Father, Son, Spirit. 
 
▪ We’re a FAMILY of IMAGE-BEARING WITNESSES. 

o The Father adopts us into his FAMILY and makes us sons and daughters. 
o The Son restores us to his IMAGE so we can fulfill his original purpose. 
o The Holy Spirit commissions us to be WITNESSES of Jesus’ resurrection. 

 
Our Call in God’s Kingdom 
▪ We were created in God’s image to exercise dominion and be fruitful (Genesis 1:26-27). 
▪ God called to function as a priestly (intercede) and kingly (loving rule) (Exodus 19:4-6). 
▪ Jesus calls us to make disciples: restored, become like him, obey him (Matthew 28:19,20). 
▪ We build FORMATIVE COMMUNITIES that extend Jesus’ LIFE into the world. 
 
Because we’re FAMILY, we’re called to practice COMMUNITY 
▪ COMMUNITY: God’s people living in tangible proximity in local congregations. 

o “God’s People”: Those who exercise faith in Jesus and united by the gospel.  
o “Tangible Proximity”: If we’re not close enough to be offended, we’re not close enough to love. 
o “Local Congregations”: The body, elders, and a rule of faith (a way to live). 



 
▪ Biblical Descriptions: Household of faith (Galatians 6:10); community as family (I Timothy 5:1-

2); Paul describes Timothy as his son (Philippians 2:19-22).  
 
▪ How do we know we’re practicing community? 

o We eat and celebrate together.  
o Serve and rest together. 

 
Because we’re IMAGE-BEARERS, we’re called to practice FORMATION 
▪ FORMATION: The biblical process of integrating the gospel into the full spectrum of the heart.  

o Inner Life (Ephesians 4:22-24). 
o Outer Life (Ephesians 4:22-24). 
o Relationships (I Corinthians 13:4-7; Philippians 2:1-4). 
o Circumstances (James 1:2-8).  

 
▪ How do we know if we’re walking in formation? People are… 

o Listen: We listen to Jesus in the word and prayer so we can obey what he says. 
o Moments: We share the moments when and where formation occurs. 
o Accountable: We’re accountable for how we give and receive relationship and 

ministry.  
 
Because we’re WITNESSES, we're called to extend Jesus’ LIFE into the world 
▪ WITNESS: We embody Jesus’ resurrection and tell and shows others so they follow Jesus.  

o Jesus came to bring life—which He secured through His death (John 10:10). 
o We live in the aftermath of the shockwaves of Jesus’ victory to bring life in the world. 

 
o Jesus will build His church and the gates of hell won’t prevail: Matt. 16:18 And I tell you, you are 

Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 
o God’s people are a resurrection people, a gathering that can’t be destroyed by death. 
o “Keys” are given to the church, not individuals: Matt. 16:19: I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 
o Death is swallowed up in creation through Jesus’ victory lived out in community. 

 
▪ How do we know if we’re extending Jesus LIFE into the world? People… 

o Share: We share the gospel with our words.  
o Show: We show the gospel with works of service, relationship, and miracles.  

 
o Make disciples to the fourth generation: 2Tim. 2:2 and what you have heard from me in the presence of 

many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also. 
o We impact culture: neighborhoods and networks (Luke 24:46-48). 

 
Conclusion 
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