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LESSON NINE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE NINTH MARK 

SHARE 
 
 
 
 

 

DEFINITION 
I know how to share the gospel with my words. 
 
LIFESTYLE  
I share the gospel by listening to others’ story and telling my story. 
 
REFLECTION QUESTION 
What parts of my story have I owned and can use to share the gospel? 
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OVERVIEW OF THIS LESSON 
 
Every lesson has the same three steps: new learning, new practices, and new commitments. 
 
Every lesson takes about four weeks to complete—if you work at a moderate, consistent pace. 
▪ Complete Step One: New Learning in the first week. 
▪ Complete Step Two: New Practices in the second-to-fourth weeks. 
▪ Complete Step Three: New Commitments in the third and fourth weeks.  
 
Step One: New Learning 
In this step, you’ll explore what it means to share the gospel with our words by reading an 
overview and answering some follow up questions.  
 
When you’re done, you’ll understand what it means to share the gospel and be able to explain it 
to others, especially those who don’t follow Jesus.  
 
Write down your start date for this step (complete in the first week): _________________________________ 

 

Step Two: New Practices 
In this step, you’ll integrate new practices to equip and empower you to share the gospel with 
your words. These practices include reading the Bible, prayer, and journaling.  
 
When you’re done, you’ll know how to use the Bible, prayer, and journaling to receive strength 
and faith to share the gospel.  
 
Write down your start date for this step (complete in weeks two through four): _____________________ 

 
Step Three: New Commitments 
In this step, you’ll share the gospel with one person who doesn't know Jesus.  
 
When you’re done, you’ll know how better to share the gospel with others by sharing your story.  
 
Write down your start date for this step (complete in weeks three and four): ________________________ 
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STEP ONE: NEW LEARNING 

SHARE 
 
 
Saved on Purpose, for a Purpose 
From the beginning, God’s purpose was to fill the world with his life. God’s plan was humanity. 
Adam and Eve were created in God’s image so they could multiply his life in the world. Together, 
they would extend God’s life in creation and multiply generations who would do the same.  
 
But they failed. Trusting themselves rather than God, Adam and Eve tried to find life in creation, 
rather than the Creator. So the world was lost to sin and death. 
 
To restore us from the misery of death, God sent Jesus into the world to overcome the power of 
sin and death. He did this by dying in our place. Then, he rose from the dead to destroy death.  
 
Before his death, Jesus trained his disciples to be and make disciples. They learned to live as 
healers, servants, and witnesses. Spending three-and-a-half years with Jesus taught them to be 
like Jesus and do what he did. They saw him do what he wanted them to do. Notice these 
amazing stories. 
 

A Samaritan woman met Jesus at a well. Jesus told her things about her life 
revealed to Him supernaturally by the Holy Spirit. So, she trusted in Jesus. And she 
was so changed by her encounter that she immediately returned to her village and 
told others about Him. Many of those who listened to her testimony came to trust 
in Jesus (John 4:1-39). Later the same day, others listened to Jesus’ teaching and 
came to trust in Him as well.  
 
In the book of Mark, a man was freed from demons by Jesus’ power. Because He 
was so thankful to Jesus, He wanted to follow Jesus and be His disciple. Jesus 
didn’t let him. Instead, He told the man to go home and tell what great things God 
had done for Him (Mark 5:18,19).  
 
Paul, who was a leader in the first century church, shared His testimony multiple 
times. He was a non-Christian, religious leader but hated God and Christians. Then 
one day Jesus came to him in a vision and Paul was forever changed. Immediately, 
He trusted in Jesus. From then on, he shared his testimony to help others see 
Jesus. He did this with a group of unbelieving Jews, and God prodded their 
conscience to believe in Him (Acts 22:1-21). He also shared His testimony with a 
king named Agrippa, causing conviction in the king’s life (Acts 26:1-32). 

 
After his resurrection, Jesus filled his followers with the Spirit and gave them supernatural power 
to overcome death with life. He then commissioned his followers to continue his work of 
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redemption. What Adam and Eve were originally commissioned to do, Jesus’ followers would do. 
Jesus’ followers were released into the world to tell others about the power of his resurrection. 
Jesus said this in Matthew 28:18-20. 
 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 
Jesus released his followers into the world to declare that he reigns over heaven and earth. And 
every nation. And every human (Philippians 2:5-11; I Corinthians 15:51-57).  
 
 
Like the first disciples, Jesus works in our generation. We’re called to be disciples and make 
disciples. Everyone who trusts and follows Jesus is a witness of the resurrection, carrying the 
Spirit’s presence into the world to dispel death with life. We’ve been rescued to become active 
participants in God’s eternal rescue plan. With our words, we share the beauty of Jesus’ life.  
 
If we follow Jesus, we’re saved on purpose, for a purpose.  
 
We’re called to make disciples, who make disciples, who make disciples, who make… 
We can make disciples because Jesus destroyed death and we’ve been rescued from it. 
We can make disciples because we’ve been baptized into a new identity. 
We can make disciples because God’s presence and power lives in us. 
We can make disciples because we’ve tasted the resurrection power of Jesus. 
We can make disciples because Jesus is redeeming our story and it’s worth telling.  
 
We Share the Words of the Gospel 
In Acts 1:8, Jesus says those who follow him are witnesses.  
 
A witness is someone who experienced something and then shares with others what they 
experienced. They have a story to tell, one birthed in personal experience. The gospel is first 
experienced and lived, then declared. Witnesses experience, then tell.  
 
First, witnesses experience God’s saving power.  
 
Disciples experience God’s saving power in the resurrection of Jesus. They’re lives are changed 
when they trust him and inherit his indestructible life. They were blind but now they see. They 
were bound but now they’re free. Dead but now alive. Filthy but now clean. Diseased but now 
healed. Broken but now whole. Only from a changed life can we share the gospel with power. 
 
Second, witnesses embody and tell the story of God’s saving power through the gospel.  
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With our words, we capture and convey the gospel. Since the gospel is a story, it can be 
conveyed through the power of words and the beauty of story. In authentic, true history, God’s 
restoring work in the world has unfolded in every generation. When we share the gospel with 
our words, we tell the story of God’s redemptive acts in history and in our generation. Through 
words, disciples impart the beauty of God’s past and present saving activity. We talk about the 
historic gospel: what God did in history past to create, sustain, and intervene in creation to 
restore humanity to his presence.  
 
Third, witnesses tell the story of God’s saving power by telling their own story.  
 
From the authenticity of our own restoration, we tell others about the gospel with their own 
story. In the power of the Spirit, we embody God’s presence and share what his presence looks 
in our personal lives. Wherever we are, resurrection power is present and we can share what it 
looks like by telling our story. We talk about the gospel in personal terms: how Jesus rescued us 
from sin and death to restore us to his image and reconcile us to his presence.  
 
What Witnesses Share 
Witnesses share the gospel in four chapters: creation, fall, redemption, and hope.  
 
The first chapter is CREATION, the story of origins.  
 
When we share the gospel, it tells those who listen that they have an origin in God’s presence, 
that they were made for him, and that the purpose of life is found in him. Our origins matter 
because it tells us about our identity, that we’re created, made to be image-bearers. Our origins 
matters because it tells us about authority, that Jesus is king and he’s given us authority to 
extend his life into the world.  
 
To live and speak with gospel power, we must understand the origin story of humans. 
 
Those who don’t follow Jesus think of their origin story in different terms. Maybe they’re here by 
chance. Or, put here by a deity that’s exacting, demanding, vengeful. Or, maybe they’re here 
because they did something wrong in a previous life. No matter what someone’s origin story 
might be, sharing the gospel story confronts their perspective.  
 
And this is why it’s so important to understand the personal origin story of others. Whatever 
their cosmic, religious, or spiritual perspective, their personal origins are most consequence and 
meaningful. It’s this personal story—undergirded by their religious and spiritual story—that tells 
them who they are and what they’re authorized to do.  
 
The second chapter is the FALL. 
 
In the Fall, we start to understand why the world is the way it is. It shows us how we got where 
we are, tracing human history from one corrupt generation to the next. Humanity is broken 
because we’re separated from the one who made us.  
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When we share the gospel, our collective Fall is not only assumed but it must be stated and 
clarified and restated. The Fall matters because it explains the distortion and confusion of human 
questions: good and evil, intention and volition, personal and corporate guilt. The Fall matters 
because it’s the gateway to understand and speak to people’s desire, bondage, brokenness, and 
pain. Only when we understand the wide-reaching impact of the Fall can we understand how we 
together have arrived where we are.  
 
To live with gospel power, we must own our Fall story. Salvation is the fruit of admitting we’re 
corrupted and need to be saved. No follower of Jesus pursues him because they’re whole. He’s 
the source of our healing and our spiritual disease must be acknowledged and confessed.  
 
If we want to share the gospel with power, we must understand, interpret, and sympathize with 
the story of others’ personal Fall. Everyone has tasted the misery and bitterness of the Fall in 
their personal life. It explains how they got where they are today. Gospel power comes when our 
words speak truth and healing to their corrupted story.  
 
The third chapter is REDEMPTION.  
 
We escape our ruin only when we understand that Jesus offers the redemption we need. The 
gospel is the only story that shows us we can escape from sin and death by God’s love and grace 
alone. Nothing else. The gospel is contrasted with every other religion, ideology, system, or 
effort declaring we’re lost without Jesus. Salvation comes only through him, not what we can do.  
 
Redemption not only originates in God, it originates in Jesus: his life, death, resurrection, and 
ascension. In life, Jesus humbled himself to enter his creation and live in the fullness of the 
Father’s will, something no other human did. In death, he carried the weight of sin and 
condemnation in his body and endured what we deserved. In resurrection, he broke death’s 
power so everyone who trust in him can be saved from death. And in his ascension, he reigns as 
the king over all creation to fulfill the Father’s purpose of universal reconciliation.  
 
To live with gospel power, we must embrace Jesus’ salvation here and now. He’s the way, the 
truth, and the life (John 14:6). He’s the Bread of Heaven that feeds our souls (John 6). He’s the 
light and life of humanity (John 1:1-4). He’s the conqueror of death (Hebrews 2:14).  
 
To share the gospel with power, we must contrast how the lost seek redemption in created 
things with the promise of redemption in Jesus.  
 
The last chapter is HOPE.  
 
In the Bible, hope refers to the promise of living in God’s presence forever. Hope isn’t just 
anticipating a better future conceived or constructed by humans. Instead, hope is the promise 
that we can be restored to God’s presence, that we will be resurrected, that death will not be 
able to hold us forever.  
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The hope offered in the gospel matters because it explains the ultimate purpose of creation and 
every, single human that’s ever lived. To share the hope of the gospel is to let people know that 
their lives are meaningful because they’re created for eternity in God’s presence. Everything in 
creation—from humans to animals to stars—finds it ultimate purpose through reconciliation to 
the Father’s presence. In fact, all of creation literally groans with anticipation so it can function 
as God originally intended (Romans 8:23).  
 
The hope of the gospel matters because it puts human life into perspective and gives eternal 
meaning. Religious systems, philosophies, and ideologies are humanity’s attempts to explain life. 
Wrongly, it’s thought we can discover meaning through human striving. In contrast, the gospel 
shows us that human life matters because our life is valuable (Jesus died for us), our life has a 
purpose (we live to extend God’s life into creation), and our life has an end goal (God’s 
presence). Alone, the gospel gives eternal hope.  
 
Even more, the hope of the gospel matters because it confronts human narratives about our 
humanity. Religions tell stories about deity and humanity that corrupt both. Culture tells false 
stories about the purpose of human life and relationships. Science tells false stories about the 
meaning and function of human life. In contrast, the gospel tells us the true story about why we 
exist, what we were made to do, and where we will ultimately dwell forever.  
 
When we live with gospel hope, two shifts take place.  
 
First, our priorities shift. No longer is our life defined by immediate concerns and values, like our 
image or money or bondages. Slowly, our life aligns with God’s priorities and we live with the 
growing hope that heaven will invade earth right now. 
 
Second, our life showcases the difference between the false hope found in everything else with 
the promised hope of Jesus’ eternal presence. We’re no longer infatuated with the false hope of 
money or sex or power or race. We’re no longer bound by the misery of control and pride and 
greed. Instead, the hope of life in God’s presence makes us fearless, generous, courageous, and 
radically obedient.  
 
Accessing the Spirit’s Power 
To share the gospel, we need the Spirit’s power (Acts 1:8; Ephesians 6:19). We can’t do it on our 
own. Like the first disciples, we need the Spirit’s presence to work through us. God promises to 
lead us as we share his love with others. 
 
When we have the Spirit’s power, the Spirit gives us the ability to share the gospel with clarity, 
simplicity, and power (Matthew 10:18-20). 
 
As we trust the Spirit, he tempers our words with his love. Trusting the Spirit  means we’re more 
able to tell others about the hope that’s in us so it accurately reflects God’s love for them 
(Colossians 4:6; I Peter 3:15). 
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When we trust God to work through us, he can give us supernatural words and insight. These are 
called prophetic words, words of knowledge, and words of wisdom (John 4; Acts 16:16-18; I 
Corinthians 12:28-31).  
 
He can give us power and wisdom to share salvation with those who reject or persecute us (acts 
4). And when we walk in the Spirit, we can clearly communicate the hope we have in Jesus, 
despite resistance. As he does, people are unable to resist or contradict the wisdom of the Spirit 
(Luke 21:12-15; Acts 4:1-22; I Peter 3:14-17). 
 
What About Fear? 
If we follow Jesus, then we want others to know and follow him too. Yet, the call to share Jesus’ 
life may create anxiety. In fact, it usually does for most people. We want others to experience 
Jesus but fear can run interference. If it does, we’re tempted to hide Jesus because we might 
face ridicule, insults, or rejection. Remember these three truths. 
 
First, God has not given us a spirit of fear. He’s given us power, love, and a sound mind (II 
Timothy 1:7). When we trust him, fear gives way and we receive God’s resources.  
 
Second, God wants us to fear him more than anyone else. When we fear him, our allegiance for 
Jesus trumps our allegiance to everything else—including others opinions of us. As godly fear 
grows in us, we live with the confidence Jesus won’t be ashamed of us when we meet him (Luke 
9:23-27). If we ask God to destroy our love for others’ affirmation and acceptance, he will do it (II 
Timothy 1:9). 
 
Third, God’s promises are greater than the rewards of this life. Jesus’ love and salvation are so 
great that the pain and shame of the world is nothing compared to eternal life (Romans 8:18). 
So, the way to overcome fear is to cultivate a passion for the rewards of heaven.  
 
 

QUESTIONS FROM THE READING 
 
1. In your own words, summarize the big ideas about following Jesus. 
 
2. What are some of your key take-aways from reading?  
 
3. Psalm 16 is a Psalm of hope in the resurrection. Especially notice Psalm 16:9-11. How does 

this passage of scripture help you see the beauty and hope of the gospel? How might his 
shape the way you share the gospel? 

 
4. Read Isaiah 11:1-9. This is a poetic passage that describes what creation will be life when 

Jesus becomes king over all the nations. First, it describes who he is and what he will do 
(11:1-5). Then, it describes the impact of his kingly reign (11:6-9). How does this passage help 
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you see the difference between the hope found in Jesus and the false hope of other gods 
and systems?  

 
5. In Revelation 21:1-8, the apostle John describes the beauty of life in God’s presence. Find all 

the ways his presence changes humanity and creation. How might this change the way you 
share the hope of the gospel with others?  

 
6. Based on what you’ve discovered, how does Jesus want you to obey this week? 
 
Supplemental Videos 
The following videos may be helpful for you to watch as your think about this lesson and respond 
to the questions. You can find these videos on YouTube by searching for a YouTube channel 
called The Bible Project.  
▪ Word Study: Martus or Witness 
▪ Word Study: Euangelion or Gospel 
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STEP TWO: NEW PRACTICES 

BIBLE—PRAYER—JOURNALING 
 
 
Introduction 
In this step, you’ll integrate three new practices: listen to Jesus in the Bible, talk to Jesus through 
prayer, and journal. It’s best to spend most of your time in the Bible and in prayer (about 80%) 
and then follow up with journaling. If you spend the bulk of your time in the Bible and prayer, 
you’ll experience the biggest impact toward growth. 
 
To incorporate these new practices, you’ll need to make some decisions: when, where, how 
much, and how long. In other words, when you know WHEN you’ll do these practices, WHERE 
you’ll do them, and HOW long you’ll do them, you have a much better chance of integrating 
these practices into your lifestyle.  
 
Here are two questions to help you decide.  
 
Where will I fit these practices into my weekly schedule/routine? Consider working your way up 
to four times each week. 
 
How long will I spend each day doing all three practices? Any amount of time is good to start 
with but consider working up to thirty minutes at a time.  
 
Although not necessary, it will help you to spend time in the Bible, prayer, and journaling at the 
same time every day, in the same place, for the same length of time. Of course, if you can’t do 
that, then do what you can.  
 
The important part is this: make a commitment and keep it. When we make and keep our 
commitments, we increase our ability to hear and obey Jesus.  
 
Use this chart to record your decisions. 
 

 S M T W T F S 

What Day?        

When?         

How Long?        

Where?         

 
On the next page, you’ll find a helpful worksheet to direct your time in the Bible, prayer, and 
journaling each day.  
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NEW PRACTICES WORKSHEET 
 
Listening to Jesus in the Bible  
Each week, you’ll learn to listen to Jesus through the Bible. To do this, you’ll read, think about, 
and answer questions about a passage. For this lesson, you’ll spend multiple days in EACH of the 
following texts. 
▪ Psalm 16 
▪ Isaiah 11:1-9 
▪ Revelation 21:1-9 
 
As you spend multiple days in each passage, journal the following questions.  
1. Who is God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit)?  
2. What is God doing?  
3. Who are God’s people—and as a result, who am I? 
4. What is God inviting me to do today?  
 
This Week’s Bible Text: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Talking to Jesus through Prayer  
For the first six lessons, you explored The Disciple’s Prayer found in Matthew 6:9-13. In the last 
four lessons, you’ll explore how to pray using a Psalm.  
 
In this lesson, learn to pray using Psalm 23 as a guide.  
 
Use Praying Psalm 23 in The Disciple’s Prayer Guide to pray this week.  
 
Reflect through Journaling 
As you read and pray, it’s helpful to journal your thoughts, feelings, and insights. Consider 
journaling to one or two of the following prompts. 
▪ What I learned today was… 
▪ What I discovered about Jesus was… 
▪ What I discovered about myself was… 
▪ What I sense I need to do is… 
▪ What doesn’t make sense is… 
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STEP THREE: NEW COMMITMENT 

SHARING & LISTENING TO STORY 
 
Introduction 
Sharing our story is one of the most natural and powerful ways to communicate the gospel to 
those who don’t follow Jesus. Though the gospel is certainly bigger than our personal story, it 
can easily and simply be understood through our experience. The power of a testimony is that 
displays God’s power in human life. When others see how Jesus has changed us, amazing things 
happen. The testimony of a transformed life can bring others face-to-face with the Jesus (Mark 
2:1-12; John 2:1-11; 2:23; 4:39). 
 
Beyond our personal story, the gospel is the most powerful, life-changing story anyone can hear, 
offering salvation to those willing to listen and respond (Romans 1:16). As followers of Jesus, we 
want to continually develop our ability to share the gospel with our words.  
 
However, those who don't follow Jesus can’t understand the gospel outside their own story. So, 
we must become experts at hearing others’ stories to learn how they might understand and 
respond to the gospel story.  
 
Just like we understand the gospel and our personal story through five themes—plot, character, 
setting, point of view, and theme—we share the gospel in the same way. Remember… 
1. The PLOT tells us what’s going on.  
2. The CHARACTERS tell us who is in the story and the impact they have. 
3. The SETTING tells us where and when things happen. 
4. The POINT OF VIEW is how different characters—and the author—sees the story. 
5. The THEMES tell us the meaning of the story and why it matters. 
 
In this worksheet, you will learn to: share the gospel with yourself, with other believers, and with 
those who don’t follow Jesus. 
 
Develop Your Gospel Story 
To share the gospel through your story, you’ll need to develop your story.  
 
Using the story you completed in Lessons One and Two, develop a one-minute, five-minute, and 
ten-minute version of your story. Remember to include the elements of your creation/origin, 
fall/bondage, redemption/repentance, and hope. Think of it this way. 
1. What’s my background story? 
2. How did my life get so messed up? 
3. What led me to see and follow Jesus? 
4. How has my life changed? 
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After you develop a one-minute, five-minute, and ten-minute version, choose three different 
themes you can use to share your story. For instance, maybe you experienced rejection as a 
child. Three themes from this experience could be: gospel acceptance, healing, and God’s 
Fatherhood. Maybe you lost an important person in your life: Three themes from this experience 
could be: victory over despair, the promise of eternal life, and learning to live through loss. 
 
I will finish my one, five, and ten-minute story by the following date: _______________________________ 
 
Share the Gospel with Other Believers—And Listen to Their Story 
One way we can learn to share the gospel with others is to tell our story to other believers and 
then listen to their story. As we do this, we develop the ability to see the five components of 
story in their story and our story. As you tell and listen to their story, consider the following. 
1. PLOT: What story are others telling? What story am I telling? Are we telling the gospel story? 
2. CHARACTER: How can I help others remember who God is and who they are? 
3. SETTING: What places and times will I be able to encounter the gospel with other believers? 
4. POINT OF VIEW: How can I help others see through gospel eyes? How can they help me? 
5. THEMES: What gospel themes do I see in others? How can I bring gospel themes to them? 
 
I will share my ten-minute story with another disciple by the following date: __________________________ 
 
Share the Gospel With Those Who Don’t Follow Jesus—And Listen to Their Story 
Sharing the gospel with those who don’t follow Jesus is exciting—and a little scary too. However, 
we learn to do it by doing it. So, once you’ve told your story a few times to other  disciples, it’s 
time to tell your story to someone who doesn’t follow Jesus. 
 
The best way to step into this experience is to ask others to tell their story to you. As they tell 
their story, listen for the five elements of story.  
1. PLOT: What story are they telling? What are the events, conflicts, and impact? How might 

the gospel speak to their storyline? What could God be doing in their story?  
2. CHARACTERS: Whose involved in their story? What impact do these people have on them? 

What identity do they carry? How could discovering their identity in Jesus change them?  
3. SETTING: How does place and time impact their story? What places are important to them? 

What times? How could the gospel change their experience of places and times?  
4. POINT OF VIEW: From what point of view do they tell their story? Do they see their story 

through redemption, reconciliation, and restoration? Do they consider God’s point of view? 
How could I help them see Jesus’ point of view of their identity and calling?  

5. THEMES: What themes characterize their life? How could the gospel change their meaning 
and purpose? What gospel lessons might they need to encounter?  

 
I will ask one non-believer to share their story with me by the following date: _________________________ 
 
I will share my story with one non-believer by the following date: _______________________________________ 
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