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LESSON ONE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE FIRST MARK 

FOLLOW 
 
 
 
 

 

DEFINITION 
I am committed to follow Jesus with all of my life for the rest of my life, 
distinct from all other religions and spiritualities. 
 
LIFESTYLE  
I serve others practically and pray for miracles. 
 
REFLECTION QUESTION 
How do I experience the difference between following Jesus and 
following my old way of life, including other religions and spiritualities?  
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OVERVIEW OF THIS LESSON 
 
Every lesson has the same three steps: new learning, new practices, and new commitments. 
 
Every lesson takes about four weeks to complete—if you work at a moderate, consistent pace. 
▪ Complete Step One: New Learning in the first week. 
▪ Complete Step Two: New Practices in the second-to-fourth weeks. 
▪ Complete Step Three: New Commitments in the third and fourth weeks.  
 
Step One: New Learning 
In this step, you’ll explore what it means to follow Jesus by reading an overview and answering 
some follow up questions.  
 
When you’re done, you’ll understand what it means to follow Jesus and be able to explain it.  
 
Write down your start date for this step (complete in the first week): _________________________________ 

 
Step Two: New Practices 
In this step, you’ll integrate new practices to equip and empower you to follow Jesus. These 
practices include reading the Bible, prayer, and journaling.  
 
When you’re done, you’ll know how to use the Bible, prayer, and journaling to follow Jesus.  
 
Write down your start date for this step (complete in weeks two through four): _____________________ 

 
Step Three: New Commitments 
In this step, you’ll discover your story and how the gospel changes your story. 
 
When you’re done, you’ll know the gospel story and your story better.  
 
Write down your start date for this step (complete in weeks three and four): ________________________ 
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STEP ONE: NEW LEARNING 

FOLLOW 
 
 
Back to the Beginning 
It doesn’t take much time or energy to look around the world and see misery and brokenness. 
It’s everywhere and its existed for as long as any of us can remember. Slavery, murder, greed, 
racism, anger, hatred, sexual immorality, and a host of other things plague the world. So does 
false religion, idolatry, and empty spiritualities that disconnect us from the God who made us.  
 
How did we get here?  
 
How can we escape? 
 
To answer these questions, we need to go back to the beginning, when and where everything 
fell apart. From this, we can trace the steps that ruined the world. Along the way, we’ll discover 
how the God who made us opened the door of escape.  
 
Why We Need God’s Life 
God created humans in his image. This means we were like him in ways that nothing else in 
creation was. Being made in God’s image gave us a clear, untainted sense of our identity. We 
knew who we were created to be.  
 
God also gave us dominion over creation. This means we had authority and power to do what he 
wanted us to do (Genesis 1:26-28; Isaiah 64:8). And what he wanted us to do was to share his 
love with each other and extend his life throughout creation. We knew what we created to do.  
 
Our identity and call was sustained through intimacy and relationship (Genesis 2:25; 3:8-25). 
Intimacy describes how close we could be to God and one another. Relationship describes God’s 
commitment to give us life and our commitment to receive his life. We could be who we were 
created to be (identity) and do what we were created to do (call) because we were close to God 
and received his life (presence).  
 
The life humans experienced because they lived in God’s presence is described as abundant and 
eternal. Abundant refers to the quality of life or how good it was. Eternal refers to the quantity of 
life or how long it would last. In God’s presence, we had an amazing life that would never end.  
 
Think of it like this. 
 

Intimacy and Relationship ➔ Being and Doing ➔ Abundant, Eternal Life 
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Adam and Eve lived in abundant, eternal life because they trusted God: his intentions, words, 
design, love, authority, and purpose. By trust, we mean Adam and Eve were convinced God was 
the only source of life and they had no doubt he would freely give them life. Their trust was 
expressed in two ways. First, their allegiances (or commitments) were offered to him above all 
else. Second, their affections (desires) were directed toward him above all else.  
 
Then came the Fall.  
 
Adam and Eve stopped trusting God and trusted themselves. Even though they were made like 
God, they wanted to be God. Even though they were created to fulfill God’s purpose, they 
choose to do what they wanted. They were dissatisfied with God’s love and tried to fulfill their 
desires outside of his presence. 
 
In response, God moved them out of his life-giving presence. They forgot who they were and 
what they were created to do. Daily life became small, forced, selfish, fearful. Isolation, 
alienation, and rejection defined their relationships. They were broken and bound. And in the 
end, they would physically die.  
 
Since Adam and Eve, we’ve all walked away from God, trusting our own ability to gain and 
sustain life (Romans 3:10-18; I Peter 2:25). This is what the Bible calls sin (Jeremiah 2:13). In 
short, sin seeks life from something created. Sin wrongly accuses God of being unable or 
unwilling to give us life. So, sin is two sides of the same coin. We can get life on our own. God 
can’t or won’t give life to us.  
 
Think of it like this. 
 

Life Apart from God ➔ Severed Relationship and Intimacy ➔  
Being and Doing Corrupted ➔ Death 

 
So, this means… 
 
Our desire to gain life on our own means we’re separated from God’s life (Genesis 3:22-24; 
Romans 6:23). We’re now under the curse of death and can’t escape (Romans 3:23; James 1:15; 
I John 3:4).  
 
Our desire to gain life on our own means we’re separated from God’s presence (Genesis 2:16,17; 
3:1-7). So, humans no longer experience intimacy and relationship with God.  
 
Our desire to gain life on our own means we’re separated from God’s image and call. We no 
longer know who we are or what we’re on earth to do.  
 
Our commitment to trust ourselves more than God means we think we’re wiser, smarter, 
stronger, and more loving. We’re committed to our self above all else, including Jesus. Our 
allegiances and affections belong to us.  
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What Jesus Did to Rescue Us 
In all the ways we experienced ruin and separation from God, we need renewal and forgiveness.  
 
Because we’re under the curse of death and can’t escape, we need to be rescued from every 
form of death. This is what the Bible calls redemption.  
 
Because we no longer experience intimacy and relationship with God, we need to be restored to 
God’s presence. This is what the Bible calls reconciliation.  
 
Because we don’t know who we are or what we’re on earth to do, we need our image and 
dominion restored to God’s original design. This is what the Bible calls restoration. 
 
Because we’re committed to ourselves more than God, we need a new heart that trusts him, 
loves him more than anything, and does what he asks. This is what the Bible calls repentance.  
 
But how can this happen for any human? Or for us? 
 
First, we need to understand what Jesus did. Second, we need to know how to respond to what 
Jesus did (John 1:4; 3:16,17).  
 
So, what did Jesus do for us? 
 
First, Jesus lived as a human. He left his Father’s presence, humbled himself, and took on human 
existence (Philippians 2:5-11). He shared fully in our experience, including temptation. And he 
always trusted the Father, living in intimacy and relationship with him (John 4:34; 5:30; Hebrews 
4:15). When he lived on earth, Jesus fulfilled God’s promise to send a King/Healer into the world 
to save the world from sin and death. Jesus never sinned and did what no other human has ever 
done: he overcame the temptation to trust himself and, instead, trusted the Father perfectly.  
 
Then, Jesus died on the cross. When he died, he willing endured the death we deserved. Our 
choices, desires, and commitments left us dead. In his love, Jesus took our condemnation, 
rejection, alienation, sickness, and misery into himself. He suffered the full gamut of death so we 
didn’t have to. Jesus didn’t have to die for his own sin because he didn’t have any. In love, he 
chose to die in our place, to suffer the death we earned by seeking life outside God’s presence.  
 
Then, Jesus was resurrected bodily from the dead (I Corinthians 15:1-4). Because he had no sin, 
death could not hold Jesus. It had no claim on him. When the Father raised Jesus from the dead, 
he broke death’s power and authority and rendered it powerless (Isaiah 25:8; II Timothy 1:10; 
Hebrews 2:14). When Jesus rose from the dead, God’s promise to renew creation began. Jesus 
broke the power of death and fulfilled God’s promise to restore all things.  
 
Last, Jesus ascended. Jesus is now with God. In him, the chasm between God’s presence and 
creation has been repaired. Now, we have access to God’s life-giving presence once again 
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(Ephesians 2:18). And Jesus was installed as the king over creation. Not only can Jesus give new 
life to humans who trust him, he can rescue them from death, too. When he endured death for 
us, he broke its power. As creation’s king, he rules over death and commands it to give up every 
person who trusted in him. In Jesus, humans have access to God’s presence and have a king who 
conquered death.  
 
In his life, death, resurrection, and reign, Jesus extends new life to us. But he does it by grace—
and only by grace. In Ephesians 2:8-9, Paul says this. 
 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it 
is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

 
So what is grace and why does it matter?  
 
Grace is God’s unmerited favor and undeserved kindness. Grace is God’s power to redeem us 
from death, reconcile us to himself, and restore us to our identity and call.  
 
Think of grace this way. God has everything and we have nothing. We can’t earn God’s gift in any 
way (Romans 8:31,32; Ephesians 1:3-7). To escape death, we need grace. To be restored to 
intimacy and relationship, we need grace. To renew our image and call, we need grace (John 
6:44; Ephesians 1:4,5; 2:8,9; II Thessalonians 2:13,14). God and God alone saves us. And only 
God saves us. In Jesus, God did everything we need to be rescued from sin and death.  
 
Paul also says that we’ve been saved—redeemed from sin and death, reconciled to the Father, 
and restored—by grace and not by works. What does he mean? We can’t save us. We don’t 
contribute anything to our salvation. What we do can’t save us. What we are can’t save us. What 
we think can’t save us. Our efforts are insufficient in every way. Since God’s promise of life 
comes only to those who trust his grace, any attempt to earn it cancels out his promise and we 
won’t receive his life (Romans 4:1-25). 
 
This means God’s life comes to us when we receive it as a gift, given freely by his love and 
generosity (Romans 4:1-8). Those who know they have nothing receive everything when they 
trust and follow Jesus. 
 
We Experience Reconciliation When We Repent 
Knowing what Jesus did to rescue us is only half of the equation.  
 
Beyond this, the Bible calls us to respond to what Jesus did.  
 
The word in the Bible that captures what it means to respond to Jesus is repentance. Repentance 
means a change of heart and mind to go another way. When we repent, we receive a new heart, 
a heart reformed by God (Ezekiel 18:23-32; Acts 3:19; 17:30). A new heart is the promise of the 
gospel. From the inside out, Jesus makes us like him. We love what Jesus loves; we prioritize 
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what matters to him; we think the way he thinks; we see what he sees. To have a new heart is to 
follow Jesus with our entire being and trust him enough to do what he says (John 14:15).  
 
More, repentance means we forsake all others, even our self, to inherit Jesus’ life. To follow 
Jesus is to prioritize him above all else no matter what (Matthew 6:33; Luke 57-62). In a way, this 
is hard because Jesus said following him would cost our life (Matthew 10:34-39). When we turn 
from allegiance to created things so we can follow Jesus, we let everyone and everything else 
know Jesus is more important. Sometimes, it even puts us at odds with those who don’t follow 
him (John 15:18-21).  
 
But we trust and follow Jesus because we’re convinced the life he offers is better than anything 
else (Psalm 63:3). In the end, we don’t lose our life when we trust and follow Jesus. Instead, we 
gain the life for which we were created.  
 
So, what does repentance look like?  
 
When we repent, we realize Jesus started the process in the first place. He speaks to us in ways 
we can understand and invites us to follow him. Often, we hear his voice over time through 
relationships, circumstances, and events. Sometimes, we hear his voice suddenly. Either way, 
repentance begins when we realize God is the one who starts the process (John 1:12; 15:16).  
 
When we repent, we agree with God about our need to be rescued and his ability to rescue us 
(Romans 10:9-10). To repent is to agree we’ve wrongly sought life in created things and we 
deserve death because we’ve run from God’s presence. To repent is to agree that God is the 
exclusive source of life and that he offers his life through Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, and 
reigns (John 5:39,40; 6:27-35; Romans 8:31,32). 
 
When we repent, our allegiances (what we’re committed to) and affections (what we desire) are 
given to Jesus. They’re completely his. We trust him more than ourselves or anyone or anything 
else. We’re committed to him above all else—our allegiances belong to him. We’re convinced he 
can satisfy our desires now and forever—our affections belong to him. To follow Jesus means 
we’ve received a new heart, one that trusts God, loves God more than anything, and does what 
God asks us to do with joy and fulfillment. 
 
When we repent, we decide to follow Jesus (Mark 1:14,15). Realizing who Jesus is and what he’s 
done, we choose to follow him (Matthew 4:18-22). Convinced he’s the only way to God’s 
presence, the only truth we need to reorient our lives, and the only source of life, we forsake all 
others to follow him (John 14:6; Luke 9:24-27). Following means we commit to be with him 
(presence), give our allegiance and affections to him (relationship, intimacy), become like him 
(identity), and do what he does (call).  
 
When we repent, we expect God will do what he says he will do: restore us to eternal life; 
reconcile us to his presence; restore our identity and call; and give us a new heart (Jeremiah 
31:31-34; Hebrew 11:6).  



 
The Ten Marks of a Disciple by David Snyder © 2020. All rights reserved. 

9 

 
What Happens When We Receive God’s Life 
When we repent, it means that we trust Jesus and follow him. And we experience supernatural 
and seismic shifts when we do.  
 
When we trust and follow Jesus, we experience redemption. Through him, we receive abundant, 
eternal life in part now and will receive it in full when Jesus raises us from the dead (I Peter 1:3-
9). In Jesus, God removes the guilt and condemnation of sin so we’re no longer under the 
penalty of death. Instead, he implants his rightness in us and we stand innocent before him 
(Romans 3:21-31). 
 
When we trust and follow Jesus, we experience reconciliation. This means our relationship and 
intimacy with God is reconciled and we regain access to his presence (Genesis 2:16,17; 3:1-7; 
John 1:12; Ephesians 2:13-18). Everything between God and us—sin, rebellion, selfishness, 
rejection, and so on—is forgiven. This means God takes away our sin so we’re no longer guilty, 
tainted, and impure (Ephesians 1:7; 2:4-7).  
 
When we trust and follow Jesus, we experience restoration. In Jesus, our identity is restored so 
we can become who we were created to be. And in Jesus, our call is restored so we can do what 
we were created to do. In God’s restoration, we come to discover who we were created to be 
and what we were created to do (Ephesians 2:8-10). 
 
 

QUESTIONS FROM THE READING 
 
1. In your own words, summarize the big ideas about following Jesus. 
 
2. What are some of your key take-aways from reading?  
 
3. Ephesians 2:1-3 and 4:17-19 describe why we need to be rescued from sin and death. Read 

both passages a few times and write down what you learn about the human heart when its 
separated from God’s life-giving presence. 

 
4. Matthew 10:34-39 records how Jesus described what it meant to repent and follow him. 

When you read this passage, what do you see? How does this impact your view of trusting 
and following Jesus? 

 
5. Read Ephesians 2:4-10. What do you discover about God’s gift of eternal life?  

 
6. Based on what you’ve discovered, how does Jesus want you to obey this week? 
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Supplemental Videos 
The following videos may be helpful for you to watch as your think about this lesson and respond 
to the questions. You can find these videos on YouTube by searching for a YouTube channel 
called The Bible Project.  
▪ Heaven & Earth 
▪ Tree of Life 
▪ Gospel of the Kingdom 
▪ Sacrifice & Atonement 
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STEP TWO: NEW PRACTICES 

BIBLE—PRAYER—JOURNALING 
 
 
Introduction 
In this step, you’ll integrate three new practices: listen to Jesus in the Bible, talk to Jesus through 
prayer, and journal. It’s best to spend most of your time in the Bible and in prayer (about 80%) 
and then follow up with journaling. If you spend the bulk of your time in the Bible and prayer, 
you’ll experience the biggest impact toward growth. 
 
To incorporate these new practices, you’ll need to make some decisions: when, where, how 
much, and how long. In other words, when you know WHEN you’ll do these practices, WHERE 
you’ll do them, and HOW long you’ll do them, you have a much better chance of integrating 
these practices into your lifestyle.  
 
Here are two questions to help you decide.  
 
Where will I fit these practices into my weekly schedule/routine? Consider working your way up 
to four times each week. 
 
How long will I spend each day doing all three practices? Any amount of time is good to start 
with but consider working up to thirty minutes at a time.  
 
Although not necessary, it will help you to spend time in the Bible, prayer, and journaling at the 
same time every day, in the same place, for the same length of time. Of course, if you can’t do 
that, then do what you can.  
 
The important part is this: make a commitment and keep it. When we make and keep our 
commitments, we increase our ability to hear and obey Jesus.  
 
Use this chart to record your decisions. 
 

 S M T W T F S 

What Day?        

When?         

How Long?        

Where?         

 
On the next page, you’ll find a helpful worksheet to direct your time in the Bible, prayer, and 
journaling each day.  
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NEW PRACTICES WORKSHEET 
 
Listening to Jesus in the Bible  
Each week, you’ll learn to listen to Jesus through the Bible. To do this, you’ll read, think about, 
and answer questions about a passage. For this lesson, you’ll spend multiple days in EACH of the 
following texts. 
▪ Luke 5:1-11 
▪ Luke 9:18-27 
▪ Ephesians 2:1-10 
 
As you spend multiple days in each passage, journal the following questions.  
1. Who is God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit)?  
2. What is God doing?  
3. Who are God’s people—and as a result, who am I? 
4. What is God inviting me to do today?  
 
This Week’s Bible Text: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Talking to Jesus through Prayer  
Each week, you’ll learn to talk to Jesus in prayer. To do this, you’ll learn to pray using the forms 
of prayer Jesus gave to his followers in Matthew 6:9-13.  
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 
our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil,  

 
We call this The Disciple’s Prayer. Each week, we explore one aspect of The Disciple’s Prayer.  
 
In this lesson, you’ll explore the first prayer form called The Prayer of Relationship. Use Prayer of 
Relationship in The Disciple’s Prayer Guide to pray this week.  
 
Reflect through Journaling 
As you read and pray, it’s helpful to journal your thoughts, feelings, and insights. Consider 
journaling to one or two of the following prompts. 
▪ What I learned today was… 
▪ What I discovered about Jesus was… 
▪ What I discovered about myself was… 
▪ What I sense I need to do is… 
▪ What doesn’t make sense is… 
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STEP THREE: NEW COMMITMENT 

STORY, PART 1 
 
 
Introduction 
In this lesson, you were introduced to the first mark of a planted disciple: following Jesus.  
 
To follow Jesus is to give our whole life, for the rest of our life.  
 
Now, you’ll learn to tell the story of your life: what your life was like before you encountered 
Jesus, how the gospel changed your life, and what life is like now.  
 
As you learn to tell and own your story, what you’ll discover is that you’ll never stop telling your 
story. Over the years, your story will grow in impact, significance, and power. More importantly, 
your story will be increasingly renewed through the gospel’s story.  
 
To discover your story, you’ll walk through three chapters. You’ll finish two chapters in this 
lesson and then complete the next chapter in lesson two.   
▪ Chapter One: Discover the story our life told before we trusted Jesus.  
▪ Chapter Two: Discover the gospel story and what God has done for us in Jesus.  
▪ Chapter Three: Retell our story in the light of the gospel story.  
 
 

CHAPTER ONE: DISCOVERING MY STORY SO FAR 
 
In each section, we’ll explore one of the five elements of story. Take time to read the questions, 
think and pray about them, and then write down your honest answers. 
 

Plot: The Plot Tells Us What Happens 
What events in my life’s story are defining for me? The word “defining” means events that have 
shaped my identity (who I am), directed by steps (where I’ve gone), defined my responses (what 
I’ve done) and/or formed my heart (in inner life). Defining events are the ones that really matter. 
These events could be beautiful or painful, joyful or sorrowful, reconciling or alienating, and so 
on. Use space on the back if necessary. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Characters: The Characters Tell Us Who is in the Story 
Who are the main characters in my life? What role have they played in my life? What impact did 
they have on my life? Use space on the back if necessary. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Setting: The Setting Tells Us When and Where a Story Takes Place 
Where has my life unfolded? What do these places mean to me? When has my life unfolded? 
What ages did things take place? Use space on the back if necessary. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Point of View: The Point of View Tells Us How the Story is Seen 
What is my point of view of my life? How do I see it? What is others’ point of view of my life? 
What do they think about me? How has this impacted me? Use space on the back if necessary. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Themes: The Themes Tells Us Why the Story Matters and What It Means 
What are some of the core themes of my life? What words describe the place I’m at? Lessons 
I’ve learned? Failures I’ve tasted? Blessings I’ve received? Try to pick three-to-five themes and 
summarize them in a single word. Use space on the back if necessary. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

CHAPTER TWO: DISCOVERING THE GOSPEL STORY 
 
Plot: The Plot Tells Us What Happens 
God created everything. He made humans in his image to embody and spread his life. Conflict 
rose when humans wanted God’s life without God. So, they took control of their life and destiny. 
As God promised, they brought death into the world by seeking life outside relationship with 
him. Humans had to leave God’s presence and, because of this, they lived in bondage to death. 
God didn’t cast off creation. He promised to redeem, reconcile, and restore creation to himself 
and his life. Due to rebellion, humans were condemned to die because they sought life outside 
of Jesus. But God sent his Son, Jesus, to restore the world by dying on behalf of humanity’s sin. 
When Jesus was resurrected, he broke death’s power, was made king over creation, and now 
reigns in heaven to redeem the world. Those who trust in Jesus and follow him receive life that 
can’t be destroyed. One day, Jesus will visibly return to the world and everything will be restored 
to its original intention. Humans can once again live in God’s presence. They’ll be fully restored 
to his image and have complete authority and power to spread his life throughout creation.  
 
What did you discover about the plot of God’s story?  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Characters: The Characters Tell Us Who is in the Story 
First, there is God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Together, they created, sustain, and restore 
humanity and creation in love and faithfulness. All things come from God. All things will be 
restored to God and, when this happens, everything will worship him.  
 
Second, there are humans, who have been in the center of God’s story from the beginning. He 
created us in his image and called us to spread his life. The Bible portrays humans as the object 
of God’s great love and affection. Because they’re the center of God’s work in the world, they’re 
also the object of conflict, which brings us to the next group of characters. 
 
Third, there is heavenly beings. Heavenly beings live in a world outside creation but interacts 
with it. Some are good and work together with God. These are called “angels”. Some are evil and 
work against God to thwart his plans in creation. These are often called “demons”.  
 
What did you discover about the characters in God’s story? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Setting: The Setting Tells Us When and Where a Story Takes Place 
The setting of God’s story is creation. This is where he wants to dwell. So, the entire story of the 
gospel includes a strong theme of place. God wants us to know he’s not only restoring us to his 
presence, he’s restoring all of creation to his presence and purpose.  
 
What did you discover about the setting of God’s story?  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Point of View: The Point of View Tells Us How the Story is Seen 
In the gospel story, there are three main points of view. 
 
First, there is the demonic point of view. The forces of evil are opposed to God, hate him and 
humans. Their primary assault comes through deception: making humans think lies are truth and 
truth is lies. The primary point of view of the demonic is pride and jealousy. They think they 
deserve God’s glory and want to take his power and authority for their own, selfish use. 
 
Second, there is the human point of view. When the devil assaulted Adam and Eve, he told them 
they could have life apart from God and could be wiser than God. They trusted the devil and 
ended up bringing death into the world. Because their minds and hearts were distorted, they left 
God, their Father and Maker, and tried to fend for themselves. And this is why all humans face 
the consequence of death. Though deception takes on many forms in the human experience—
based on things like family, culture, geography, religion, economics, among other things—in the 
end, all deception says God can’t give life and we can find it somewhere else.  
 
Third, there is God’s point of view. His point of view is one of perfect love, faithfulness, and 
justice. In his perfect love, he sees the world as the object of his affection and longs to restore it. 
In his faithfulness, he’s sees the world through eyes of redemption, even though the price of 
redemption is his son’s life. And he does this even though we’re unfaithful and not very good at 
cooperating with him. In his justice, God sees the world with the commitment to do whatever it 
takes to give life to everyone who trusts him and purge it of everything that defiles his creation.  
 
What did you discover about point of view in God’s story? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Themes: The Themes Tells Us Why the Story Matters and What It Means 
The primary themes of the gospel are redemption, reconciliation, and restoration. 
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In love, God redeems the world from sin and death. Redemption means someone has been 
rescued from slavery by paying the necessary price. Humans are enslaved to sin and death. God 
paid the price to rescue us from our slavery by offering his Son, Jesus, on our behalf.  
 
In love, God reconciles the world to himself. Reconciliation means two parties who are separated 
come back together in relationship. Humans were separated from God by seeking life 
somewhere else. God destroy sin and death by sending his Son, Jesus, to die and then be 
resurrected. When sin and death were destroyed, God removed what was between us and now 
we can experience life-giving relationship with him. 
 
In love, God restores the humans and creation. Restoration means our identity and calling are 
made whole. We are who we were created to be; we do what we were created to do. Every 
human’s identity and calling were corrupted and distorted by sin and death. When Jesus died 
and then rose, God made a way for God to restore us to our intended identity and calling.  
 
What did you discover about themes in God’s story? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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