
KINGDOM PROVISION 
TITHES & OFFERINGS 
 

The Big Idea 
God’s Provision Flows through Tithes and Offerings 

   
God’s View of Money  
Money is a gift from God (Deuteronomy 8:18; Ecclesiastes 5:19). It can be used to build God’s 
Kingdom and experience many of life’s blessings (Ecclesiastes 10:19; Philippians 4:10-19). 
However, any money we happen to have isn’t ours. It’s God’s. He’s entrusted it to us as a way of 
testing our loyalty to him. Money presents us with this question: do we want God to rule over 
our entire lives (Luke 14:25-35)? This means we’re to be faithful to spend our money to advance 
God’s kingdom (Matthew 25:14-30; Luke 12:16-21).  
 
Because of the amazing promises Jesus gave to us through his death and resurrection, spiritual 
gain is more valuable than financial. When our life is over, how much money we acquired won’t 
matter. In the end, all that matters is whether we glorified God. So our life’s ambition isn’t to be 
wealthy (Matthew 6:19-24; Luke 12:16-21).  
 
God does not want us to live in bondage to money. It never satisfies. When we live in bondage to 
money, it brings misery, ends in destruction, and easily distracts us from remembering God’s 
goodness (Deuteronomy 8:13,14; I Timothy 6:17; James 5:1-5). Those greedy for financial gain 
bring trouble to their families and destroy the work of God’s Word (Proverbs 15:27; 22:7; Mark 
4:19). And if we try to get money quickly or by deceit, it will disappear and lead to greater 
problems (Ecclesiastes 5:10; Jeremiah 17:11).  
 

§ Read Matthew 6:19-24 three or four times slowly. What does this passage reveal 
about God’s generosity? What is Jesus saying to you about your financial 
priorities? Write your insights in your journal. Note: The phrases “your eye is 
good” and “your eye is bad” are Jewish idioms for “generous” and “miserly” 
(Proverbs 22:9; 28:22). 

§ Optional Additional Reading: Ecclesiastes 2. 
 
What is Tithing? 
Tithing is the practice of regularly devoting the first ten percent of our increase to Yahweh 
(Genesis 14:18-20; Deuteronomy 26:10-15; Proverbs 3:9,10). Tithing is an act of worship and 
obedience. It’s worship because we express our commitment to Yahweh and his ways each time 
we give the tithe. And it’s an act of obedience because we’re cyclically called to give the first ten 
percent of our increase to God’s kingdom.  
 



The tithe is to be given completely to the local congregation we attend (Galatians 6:6-10; I 
Timothy 5:17,18). Just as the tithe was given to the priests, so those who labor in the Word, 
prayer, and leadership are to receive the tithe (I Corinthians 9:9-14). From the tithe, the 
purposes of the local church are sustained and the leadership of the congregation has the 
privilege to focus their efforts of discipling God’s people. 
  

§ Read I Corinthians 9:9-14 three or four times slowly. Spend a few minutes writing 
down all the insights you receive about tithing. Then, take a few minutes to think 
about the benefit you receive from having full time leaders in your local 
congregation. Write your insights in your journal. 

§ Optional Additional Reading: I Corinthians 9. 
 
What is an Offering? 
Offerings are gifts we give above our tithes (Deuteronomy 12:1-15; Malachi 3:8). While anything 
can be given as an offering—money, resources, time, material goods, and knowledge—offerings 
in God’s Word are usually money or material goods. Unlike the tithe, we can designate where 
our offerings go. We are certainly free to give it to our local congregation or we can direct it to 
other individuals, families, ministries, or kingdom purposes as the Holy Spirit directs.  
 
Tithing tests our obedience; offerings test our generosity. When we give the tithe, we aren’t 
displaying a generous spirit. The tithe is God’s money and when we give our tithe to a local 
church, we display obedience. However, when we give offerings, we have the privilege to 
develop the spirit of generosity. The tithe is God’s money; the offering is our money. So when we 
bless others with an offering, we give sacrificially from our personal resources. This, in turn, 
helps us develop the spirit of generosity and combats greed and covetousness. 
 
The Purpose of Tithes and Offerings 
Listed below are biblical purposes for tithes and offerings: 
§ Tithing develops submission to God’s ways and purposes, and indicates that we know 

everything we have comes from him (Deuteronomy 8:11-20; Malachi 3:8-10).  
§ Tithing builds God’s Kingdom by providing financial support for kingdom leaders, called to 

full-time ministry. It also reveals we value those God has placed over us (Numbers 18:21-24; 
Nehemiah 13:10-12; I Corinthians 9:7-14; Galatians 6:6; I Timothy 5:17,18).  

§ Tithing builds God’s Kingdom by supporting the physical/material aspects of the local church 
we attend (Leviticus 27:30; Deuteronomy 12:5-19).  

§ Tithing reminds we were in bondage but were freed by Jesus. This, in turn, develops godly 
fear in us (Deuteronomy 14:22,23; 26:1-10).  

§ Tithes and offerings have the powerful effect of raising us from a worldly focus to a heavenly 
one (Philippians 4:10-18).  

§ When we give tithes and offerings, Jesus’ body has opportunity to praise him for his 
provision (Philippians 4:10-14). Giving produces praise! 

§ If we tithe and give offerings, faith is increased to give more (II Corinthians 9:12-14). 
 



§ When we give tithes and offerings, we bless those in need, which produces unity  
(II Corinthians 9:12-14;). 

§ Tithes and offerings are the cure for covetousness (Matthew 6:19-23; Ephesians 4:28). 
  

§ After reading the purposes of tithes and offerings listed above, choose two that 
seem most meaningful to you. Then, read the scriptures listed with it. As you 
read, prayerfully ask God to expand your vision of his Kingdom purposes and how 
your giving can make a difference. Write your insights in your journal. 

§ Optional Additional Reading: Philippians 4. 
 
Biblical Principles for Tithes and Offerings 
Listed below are biblical principles for giving tithes and offerings.  
§ Tithes are not to be used for personal needs (Leviticus 27:30; Deuteronomy 26:14). If we use 

the tithe for personal purposes, we are to then return it to Jesus with twenty percent more 
(Leviticus 27:31).  

§ God intends we give where he says to give (Numbers 18:21-24; I Corinthians 9:7-14). Our 
tithe is to go to the ministry under which God has placed us, to support materially those who 
minister to us spiritually.  

§ We are to give willingly, cheerfully, and thankfully (II Corinthians 8:3,12; 9:7,15). 
§ Tithing is a basis for receiving blessings or experiencing curses (Haggai 1:5-11; Malachi 3:8-

11; Luke 6:38). Those who sow bountifully will reap bountifully. Our giving is to be liberal, 
sacrificial, and untainted by selfishness (II Corinthians 8:2,3,13-15; 9:6,13). 

§ Financial blessing is the opportunity to give more (II Corinthians 9:8-11). When God blesses 
us financially, it’s his way of calling us to give more—not keep more. 

§ Tithing is a work of God’s grace, not of debt we owe to God (II Corinthians 9:8).  
§ Faithfulness should characterize our giving, just as it should characterize any area of 

obedience (I Corinthians 16:1,2). This means we need to give the tithe at consistent intervals: 
weekly, monthly, etc. 

  
§ Read the principles of tithing listed above. Choose one that seems most 

meaningful to you and read the scriptures listed with it. As you read, prayerfully 
ask God to expand your vision of his Kingdom purposes and how your giving can 
make a difference. Write your insights in your journal. 

§ Optional Additional Reading: II Corinthians 8-9. 
 
Common Excuses for Not Tithing 
Listed below are six excuses people use to avoid tithing, followed by a biblical response. 
§ Excuse: I cannot afford to tithe. I have too much debt and too many bills. 
§ Response: Based on God’s promises, we cannot afford not to tithe (Malachi 3:8-10). When 

we don’t tithe, we invite curses—not blessings—into our lives. 
 

 
 



§ Excuse: I have given to a church in the past and it was not used rightly.  
§ Response: All of us have mismanaged our finances. Churches make mistakes too. God 

corrected us when we were unfaithful with our finances, which means he will correct a 
church if they are unfaithful with finances. More importantly, God never excuses our 
disobedience because of someone else’s disobedience. God never exempts us from tithing if 
we think a church is using money improperly.  

 
§ Excuse: I don’t like the direction of the church so I can’t support it with my money. 
§ Response: The tithe isn’t our money. It’s God’s. By his grace, he gives us 100% of everything 

we have and allows us to keep 90% of it. The first ten percent is his. If we refuse to tithe, we 
keep money that isn’t ours. That’s stealing. If you can’t support the direction of a church, ask 
God to change your heart. Or find a church you can support. Either way, we have no biblical 
exemption from tithing.  

 
§ Excuse: The pastor offended me.  
§ Response: Once again, we have no biblical mandate to stop tithing because of anyone else’s 

real or perceived failure. And offense is certainly not a biblical reason to stop tithing. God’s 
Word calls us to resolve our interpersonal offenses before we worship him (Matthew 
5:23,24). If we’re offended so badly we won’t obey God’s instruction to tithe, then we have a 
much bigger problem—we’re walking in bitterness and offense. 

 
§ Excuse: It’s not biblical for Christians to tithe under the New Covenant. 
§ Response: First, the Torah commands us to tithe. Since the Torah is still authoritative and 

applicable for believers, we tithe. Second, if God expected his people to give ten percent 
under the Mosaic legislation, then grace ought to compel us to give more. Why? We’ve 
received grace upon grace in Jesus (John 1:16). And if we’ve been given more of God’s grace, 
then it follows that we ought to give more by God’s grace (I Corinthians 9). 

 
§ Excuse: I don’t like the idea of a fixed or forced amount. 
§ Response: God didn’t ask our opinion when he commanded us to tithe. If God were 

interested in our opinion about the tithe, he would have asked.  
  

§ Which of the following excuses are you most likely to embrace? What might this 
indicate about your heart and priorities? As you pray and meditate about this 
subject, write your insights in your journal. 

§ Optional Additional Reading: Deuteronomy 14:22-29. 

 


